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Locations
The Rifles Exeter Office

Block 11, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter, EX2 6AR.
Tel: (01392) 492435 Mil: 94348 2435
Mrs Holliman		
infhq-rifles-exeter-ao@mod.uk

The Devonshire and Dorset Regimental
Charity
Lt Col (Retd) Geoff Nicholls
Block 11, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter, EX2 6AR.
Tel: (01392) 492436 Mil: 94348 2436
E-mail: danddsec@hotmail.com

The Regimental Association of The
Devonshire and Dorset Regiment

Mr Tony Cox BEM
Block 11, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter, EX2 6AR.
Tel: (01392) 492436 Mil: 94348 2436
E-mail: danddassnsec@outlook.com

The Military Museum of Devon and Dorset
(The Keep Museum)
Curator: Mr Chris Copson
Deputy Curator: Miss Alexia Sully
Custodian: Mr John Murphy
Barrack Road, Dorchester, DT1 1RN.
Tel: (01305) 264066
E-mail: curator@keepmilitarymuseum.org
Website: www.keepmilitarymuseum.org

Museum Display

The North Devon and Barnstaple Museum
The Square, Barnstaple, EX32 8LN.
Tel: (01271) 346747
Fax: (01271) 346407
E-mail: jerrylee@northdevon.gov.uk
Website: www.northdevon.gov.uk

The Regimental Association
The objects of the Regimental Association are:
1. To promote the efficiency of the Army by maintaining:
a. Contact between past and present members of The
		 Regiment, fostering mutual friendship between them
		 and providing suitable social gatherings.
b. The espirit de corps and comradeship that members
		 found whist serving.
c. The traditions of The Regiment and to publicise and
		 disseminate information concerning the history, deeds
		 and customs of The Regiment.
2. To alert The Rifles, which now manages welfare funds on

behalf of its antecedent regiments, to any welfare needs of
past members of The Regiment and their dependants who
are in conditions of need, hardship or distress.
3. To encourage recruiting into The Rifles.
Further to the objects listed above, the Regimental Association
Charity has power to take all necessary action for publicising
and disseminating information concerning the histories, deeds
and traditions of The Regiment and the former Regiments.
Note: “The Regiment” as mentioned above includes all
earlier regiments, such as the Devonshire Regiment and the
Dorset Regiment which amalgamated to create the Devon
and Dorsets, as well as any successor regiment or unit, for
example The Rifles.

The Devonshire and Dorset Regimental Association
Reunion 2017
Saturday 27 May - Exeter
Once again you are warmly invited to come and join the
Regimental Family on this special day. Please note that we
will repeat the earlier timings this year to increase the time
available for socialising.
* March through the centre of Exeter - led by The Devon
ACF Band and our Branch Standards.
* Honour our Regiments and fallen comrades in the Service
and Act of Remembrance
* Enjoy a Reunion Buffet Lunch and Social. Meet old
acquaintances; catch up with your friends
Outline timings are as follows and full details are in the
letter you will find enclosed with this Newsletter. Please
send us your return.
Whether you have been to a Regimental Reunion before
or not, this is the time to come home. You will be warmly
welcomed

Timings
* 1000 hours: Branch Secretaries and Focal Point Leaders
meeting to coordinate Association activity.
* 1030 hours: Annual General Meeting (AGM) - to
ensure that members can influence the management of the
Association.
* 1130 hours: A parade through Exeter - to show the West
Country that we are still going strong (form up by 1115
hours).
* 1150 hours: Inspection, Drumhead Service, Presentation of
President’s Awards (all completed in front of the Cathedral).
* 1230 hours to 1700 hours: A buffet lunch and reunion
in the Corn Exchange.
* 1930 hours: An evening get-together in the Exeter White
Ensign Club organised by our Exeter Branch - to continue
the movement

Full details are in the enclosed letter. We all very much hope to see you there.
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Major General Colin Shortis CB CBE
It is with great sadness that the death of Major General
Colin Shortis is announced. He died on 8th January 2017
aged 82. Commissioned into the Dorset Regiment in
1955, he went on to hold every major appointment in the
Devon and Dorsets including Commanding Officer of 1st
Battalion from 1974-77 and Colonel of the Regiment 1984-

90. Thereafter he remained a Regimental and Museum
Trustee for many years as well as being appointed President
of the Regimental Association. In short, he dedicated his
life to the Regiment and will be remembered with great
respect and affection by all who knew him.
A full obituary will be published in the next Newsletter.

Chairman’s Message
2016 has been another busy year for the Association. Many
of you will have taken part in events to commemorate
the 100th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme which
many battalions of the
Devonshire Regiment and
the Dorset Regiment were
involved in. Thank you for
acknowledging the sacrifice
of our forebears. That day, I
found myself on the top of
a Swiss mountain with two
soldiers of the Bundeswehr
(see photo). We remarked
on how fortunate we were
not to have been born 100
years earlier. Later in the
year Viv and I visited the
Devonshire Regiment
cemetery at Mametz and the
Dorset Regiment memorial
at Authuille. As many of you
who have visited these will
know they are peaceful and
fitting tributes to those they
commemorate.
I hope you enjoyed the
Reunion and the opportunity
to meet with old friends
again. I know we didn’t
get it all right, and your
Committee has taken steps to ensure that the Drumhead
Service will be properly supported with a working PA
system in future. We are fortunate to enjoy wide support
and appreciation from the public as we march down the
High Street. It is important that we have sufficient numbers
marching in order to continue to do this so can I encourage
as many of you as possible to join the march, please. There
will be an additional special informal ceremony at the formup which I think you will enjoy; make sure you’re there to
find out what it is…
2017 will mark the 10th anniversary of the founding of

The Rifles and the end of our Regiment as part of the Army’s
order of battle. Despite this I believe the Association has
gone from strength to strength reflecting how important our
comradeship is. These years
have seen a drawdown in the
direct support provided by
The Rifles with an increasing
burden shouldered by the
Association.
On your behalf I would
like to thank John Gaye, Kev
Fitzgerald, Al Hincke, Mike
Amor and Colin Horn for all
they do during the year and
particularly for the Reunion.
Special thanks must also go
to Geoff Nicholls, Tony Cox
and Babs Holliman who
keep ‘RHQ’ running pretty
much as it always has. I
would also like to mention
Richie Liggins’s enormous
contribution with the Old
Comrades’ Forum and annual
Jolly Boys’ gathering. Richie
has now handed over the
reins after many years’ work.
Thank you to him for all
he has done to promote
comradeship and record our
heritage.
2017 will also see a major Regimental event with the
dedication of our splendid memorial at the National Memorial
Arboretum at Alrewas on 17th September. The Sherborne
Abbey Regimental Chapel dedication drew 300 members and I
anticipate that many more will attend the memorial ceremony.
Please read the event information included in this Newsletter
and bid for your tickets early! Thank you to the many members
who have generously contributed to the fund-raising appeal;
for those who haven’t, the appeal is still open - please do
consider making a donation.

Message from the
President of the Regimental Association
I hope you enjoy this year’s Newsletter, which describes the
Association’s news from 2016 and is full of interesting stories
and pictures from the Regiment’s past. I know I speak for
all members of the Association when I say how grateful I
am for the huge contribution of our key members. Without
their effort, the events we enjoyed in 2016 would not have
happened, and nor would those we look forward to in 2017.

In 2016 the nation commemorated the 100th anniversary of
the Battle of the Somme, the great and controversial battle that
lasted from 1st July to 18th November 1916. As you know,
the casualties were huge on both sides. Many battalions of
the Devonshire Regiment and the Dorset Regiment fought in
the battle and our losses were grim. This year, many of you
participated in events to commemorate the battle, in France
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and at home, some of which are described in
this Newsletter. But we should not forget the
other events of 1916, in particular the disaster
at Kut Al Amara in present-day Iraq. After
the British surrender in April 1916, 350 men
of 2nd Dorsets were taken prisoner, of whom
only 70 survived captivity.
Earlier this year we dedicated our new chapel
in Sherborne Abbey at a memorable service.
It is superb, and a fitting ‘twin’ to our chapel
in Exeter Cathedral. Please go and see it and
the stands of Colours laid up there - you
will be impressed by both the chapel and its
beautiful setting.
The major effort of the year has been on
our memorial at the National Memorial
Arboretum. This year we approved a stunning
design and the sculptor started work. The
Regimental Charity agreed to underwrite the project and
contribute £70,000 towards the expected £140,000 cost.
The Association has had to raise the rest and thanks to your
generosity and the efforts of the fundraisers led by Lt Col
Mike Richardson, we have done it already. It is not too late

to contribute and have your name recorded
as a donor. Every new pound raised will
go towards the memorial project and help
to keep it in perfect condition for years
to come.
In the coming years the Regimental
charities and Association will go through the
final changes following the amalgamation
into The Rifles, and they will settle into
a long-term arrangement. A Regimental
Advisory Group (RAG), comprising
among others former Colonels of the
Regiment, has been established to advise
the Trustees and others in the Regimental
structure on matters of Regimental interest.
I welcome this as a way of enabling us
to draw on the experience of those who
served in the Regiment as far back as the
first amalgamation nearly 60 years ago.
I look forward to seeing you later this year at either the
Regimental Day in May, or when we dedicate the memorial
at the National Memorial Arboretum in September. The
details of both events are in this Newsletter.

Association Calendar 2017
March
03
03
03
03
06
10
15
15
16
17
22
25
29

Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, Fort Road, Crownhill at 1030-12 noon.
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, Tailyour Road, Crownhill at 7.30pm
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Plymouth Focal Point meeting - Rowing Club, North Rd, Plymouth 8pm
Honiton F/P meeting, The Heathfield Inn, Honiton at 1pm.
Poole Branch meeting, RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone, Poole, at 2.15pm.
Exmouth F/P meeting, RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm.
Bridport Branch meeting, at The Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport at 11.30am.
Southampton and District Branch meeting, Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan Road, Park Gate at 12.00pm.
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey, at 11am. Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.
Gillingham Branch meeting, RBL Club, Gillingham, at 7.30pm.
Salisbury F/P meeting RBL Andover at 7.30pm
Purbeck Branch Meeting (AGM), Clay Pipe Inn, Organford Rd, Holton Heath, nr Poole at 7.30pm

01
03
03
07
07
07
14
19
19
20
21
22
26
29

Reunion - Former Wessex Regt, Hythe Mess, Warminster 12 noon.
Plymouth Focal Point meeting - Rowing Club, North Rd, Plymouth 8pm
Honiton F/P meeting, The Heathfield Inn, Honiton at 1pm.
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, Fort Road, Crownhill at 1030-12 noon.
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting (AGM), RBL Crownhill, Tailyour Road, Crownhill at 7.30pm
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Poole Branch meeting, RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone, Poole, at 2.15pm.
Bridport Branch meeting, at The Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport at 11.30am.
Exmouth F/P meeting, RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm.
Southampton and District Branch meeting, Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan Road, Park Gate at 12.00 pm.
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey, at 11am. Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.
Rifles to exercise Freedom of Christchurch
Gillingham Branch meeting, RBL Club, Gillingham at 7.30pm
Salisbury F/P RBL Andover at 7.30pm

05
05
05
05
08
12
17
17
18
19

Plymouth Focal Point meeting - Rowing Club, North Rd, Plymouth 8pm
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, Fort Road, Crownhill at 1030-12 noon.
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, Tailyour Road, Crownhill at 7.30pm
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Honiton F/P meeting, The Heathfield Inn, Honiton at 1pm.
Poole Branch meeting, RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone, Poole, at 2.15pm.
Bridport Branch meeting, at The Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport at 11.30am.
Exmouth F/P meeting, RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm.
Southampton and District Branch meeting, Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan Road, Park Gate at 12.00pm.
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey, at 11am. Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.

April

May
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24
26
27
27
31

Gillingham Branch meeting, RBL Club, Gillingham, at 7.30pm.
West Country Dinner Wyvern Bks, Exeter
Regimental Reunion Exeter
Exeter Branch Reunion After Party - Ensign Club Exeter 7.10pm
Purbeck Branch Meeting, Clay Pipe Inn, Organford Rd, Holton Heath, nr Poole at 7.30pm

02
02
02
02
03
05
06
09
15
16
17
18
21
21
24

Plymouth Focal Point meeting - Rowing Club, North Rd, Plymouth 8pm
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, Fort Road, Crownhill at 1030-12 noon.
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, Tailyour Road, Crownhill at 7.30pm
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
H Jones Dartmoor Walk and camping. RV Hay Tor Car Park 11.15am
Honiton F/P meeting, The Heathfield Inn, Honiton at 1pm.
Dorchester D-Day celebrations, outside The Keep Mil Museum 1030hrs.
Poole Branch meeting, RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone, Poole, at 2.15pm.
Southampton and District Branch meeting, Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan Road, Park Gate at 12.00pm.
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey, at 11am. Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.
Armed Forces Day - Exeter
Weymouth Veterans Parade 1100 hrs.
Exmouth F/P meeting, RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm.
Bridport Branch meeting, at The Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport at 11.30am.
Salisbury F/P meeting RBL Andover at 7.30pm

01
02
03
07
07
07
07
14
15
19
19
20
21
26
26
28
29

Dorchester Armed Forces & Veterans’ Day. Corn Exchange 1.15 pm
Fovant Badges Memorial Service 2.15 pm
Honiton F/P meeting, The Heathfield Inn, Honiton at 1pm.
Plymouth Focal Point meeting - Rowing Club, North Rd, Plymouth 8pm
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, Fort Road, Crownhill at 1030-12 noon.
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, Tailyour Road, Crownhill at 7.30pm
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Poole Branch meeting, RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone, Poole, at 2.15pm.
The last Minden Dorsets Reunion Dorchester ARC 1145-1700hrs
Bridport Branch meeting, at The Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport at 11.30am.
Exmouth F/P meeting, RAFA Club, Imperial Rd Exmouth from 1pm.
Southampton and District Branch meeting, Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan Road, Park Gate at 12.00pm.
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey, at 11am. Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.
Purbeck Branch Meeting, RBL Wool at 7.30pm
Gillingham Branch meeting (AGM), RBL Club, Gillingham, at 7.30pm.
D and D Regimental Association London gathering - 1200 hrs at Duke of Kendal, 38 Connaught Street,
London W2 2AF. All are welcome
Salisbury F/P meeting, RBL Andover at 7.30pm

04
04
04
04
07
11
16
16
17
18
26

Plymouth Focal Point meeting - Rowing Club, North Rd, Plymouth 8pm
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, Fort Road, Crownhill at 1030-12 noon.
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, Tailyour Road, Crownhill at 7.30pm
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Honiton F/P meeting, The Heathfield Inn, Honiton at 1pm.
Poole Branch meeting, RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone, Poole, at 2.15pm.
Bridport Branch meeting, at The Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport at 11.30am.
Exmouth F/P meeting, RAFA Club, Imperial Rd Exmouth from 1pm.
Southampton and District Branch meeting, Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan Road, Park Gate at 12.00pm.
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey, at 11am. Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.
Salisbury F/P meeting, RBL Andover at 7.30pm

01
01
01
01
04
08
15
16-17
17
20
20
21
22-23

Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, Fort Road, Crownhill at 1030-12 noon.
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, Tailyour Road, Crownhill at 7.30pm
Plymouth Focal Point meeting - Rowing Club, North Rd, Plymouth 8pm
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Honiton F/P meeting, The Heathfield Inn, Honiton at 1pm.
Poole Branch meeting, RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone, Poole, at 2.15pm.
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey, at 11am. Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.
Exeter Branch visit NMA, overnight stay Holiday Inn Staffs
Unveiling of Memorial at National Memorial Arboretum
Bridport Branch meeting, at The Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport at 11.30am.
Exmouth F/P meeting, RAFA Club, Imperial Rd Exmouth from 1pm.
Southampton and District Branch meeting, Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan Road, Park Gate at 12.00pm.
Jolly Boy’s Outing - The Gypsy Hill Hotel Exeter

June

July

August

September
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23
27
27

Gillingham Branch Coffee Morning - Gillingham Town Hall 10-12noon
Gillingham Branch meeting, RBL Club, Gillingham, at 7.30pm.
Purbeck Branch Meeting, RBL Wool at 7.30pm

02
06
06
06
06
06
13
13
18
18
19
20
25
27
28

Honiton F/P meeting, The Heathfield Inn, Honiton at 1pm.
Plymouth Focal Point meeting - Rowing Club, North Rd, Plymouth 8pm
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, Fort Road, Crownhill at 1030-12 noon.
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, Tailyour Road, Crownhill at 7.30pm
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Officers’ Club Sandwich Lunch, Wyvern Bks, Exeter
Poole Branch meeting, RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone, Poole, at 2.15pm.
Veterans Regimental Lunch, Wyvern Bks, Exeter 12 noon
Bridport Branch meeting, at The Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport at 11.30 am.
Exmouth F/P meeting, RAFA Club, Imperial Rd Exmouth from 1 pm.
Southampton and District Branch meeting, Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan Road, Park Gate at 12.00 pm.
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey, at 11am. Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.
Tirah Ceremony Borough Gardens Dorchester 1045 hrs.
Gillingham Branch Annual Dinner
Salisbury F/P meeting, RBL Andover at 7.30pm

03
03
03
06
10
12
12

Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, Fort Road, Crownhill at 1030-12 noon.
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, Tailyour Road, Crownhill at 7.30pm
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Honiton F/P meeting, The Heathfield Inn, Honiton at 1pm.
Poole Branch meeting, RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone, Poole, at 2.15pm.
Remembrance Day - Exeter Cathedral
Exeter Branch Remembrance Day parade, RV 1015 hrs Cathedral Green. Afterwards drinks & buffet
White Ensign Club.
Gillingham Remembrance Day Service, Muster RBL Gillingham 1015 hrs.
Exmouth F/P meeting, RAFA Club, Imperial Rd Exmouth from 1pm.
Bridport Branch meeting, at The Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport at 11.30am.
Southampton and District Branch meeting, Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan Road, Park Gate at 12.00pm.
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey, at 11am.
Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.
Gillingham Branch meeting, RBL Club, Gillingham, at 7.30pm.
Salisbury F/P meeting and annual Quiznight, RBL Andover at 7.30pm
Honiton F/P Christmas Lunch
Purbeck Branch Meeting, Clay Pipe Inn, Organford Rd, Holton Heath, nr Poole at 8pm

October

November

12
15
15
16
17
22
25
27
29

December
01
01
01
01
08
13
15
20
21

Plymouth Focal Point meeting - Rowing Club, North Rd, Plymouth 8pm
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, Fort Road, Crownhill at 1030-12 noon.
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, Tailyour Road, Crownhill at 7.30pm
Exeter Branch meeting and Christmas Draw, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Poole Branch meeting, RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone, Poole, at 2.15pm.
Exmouth F/P Annual Christmas Buffet, RAFA Club, Imperial Road, Exmouth at 1pm in aid of Care for Casualties.
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey, at 11am.
Refreshments afterwards. All welcome.
Bridport Branch meeting, at the King’s Head Inn, Bradpole, at 11.30am.
Southampton and District Branch meeting, Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan Road, Park Gate at 12.00pm.

Appointments
Patron
President
Honorary Deputy Presidents
Chairman
Vice Chairman, Devon
Vice Chairman, Dorset
Committee Member
Committee Member
Chaplain
Website Manager
Secretary

The Regimental Association

Field Marshal HRH The Duke of Kent KG GCMG GCVO ADC
Brig R H D Toomey CBE
Brig J P Randle OBE MC
Brig D C N Shaw CBE
Lt Col W M Sharpe MBE
C Horn Esq
Maj J D Gaye
WO1 K J Fitzgerald
WO2 A Hincke
Revd Canon Anna Norman-Walker
Sjt M Amor
WO1 A Cox BEM
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The Keep Military Museum
C Copson Esq
Miss A Sully
J Murphy Esq

Curator
Deputy Curator
Custodian

The Regimental Advisory Group

Maj Gen B H Dutton CB CBE
Lt Gen Sir Cedric Delves KBE DSO
Brig R H D Toomey CBE
Lt Col G S Nicholls

Members
Secretary

The Regimental Trustees
Colonel (South West) The Rifles
Chairman of the Regimental Association

Ex Officio:
Maj Gen R T H Jones CBE
Lt Col W M Sharpe MBE

Co-opted:
Maj Gen B H Dutton CB CBE
J M Archer Esq MA
Maj C L Pape MBE DL
Brig R H D Toomey CBE
Brig S D Young CBE
Trustee & Clerk to the Regimental Trustees
Lt Col G S Nicholls
		
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Chairman

Trustees of The Devon and Dorset Military Museums Charity
Brig R H D Toomey CBE
J M Archer Esq MA
Lt Col C E Cooper
R J A Edwards Esq FCA
J R Gibson Fleming Esq DL
C M Jary Esq
Maj C L Pape MBE DL
Lt Col M F Richardson OBE
Lt Col J Selby Bennett TD
Lt Col W M Sharpe MBE
A W Woodhouse Esq
Lt Col A T D Lerwill OBE MA
C Copson Esq

Rifles Observer
Secretary

The Keep Executive Group

Chairman
Members

Dorset Museums Development Officer
Secretary

Lt Col C E Cooper		
Lt Col A J B Edwards
Capt M H Jarrett
C M Jary Esq
Lt Col A T D Lerwill OBE MA
P Metcalfe Esq
Mrs J Mills
J Murphy Esq
Lt Col G S Nicholls
Maj T J J Saunders MBE MA
Miss A Sully
Capt J R Toward MBE
Capt A Wood
Ms V de Wit
C Copson Esq					

The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment Officers’ Club Committee

Col C J Beattie
Lt Col A W Thornburn OBE
Lt Col C W Boswell
Lt Col J E F Bryant
Maj D R Godfrey
W H J Keith Esq
Secretary
Lt Col G S Nicholls
								
Chairman
Members

7

8

THE DEVONSHIRE AND DORSET REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

Editorial
Thanks once again to all contributors - there has been a steady
stream of correspondence throughout the year rather than a
mad rush at the last minute, which has made life a little easier.
We have started to receive a few items from those who were
serving in the 70s, 80s and 90s which is good news and will
hopefully spur others who served during those decades to put
pen to paper as well. Most of you from that era are still busy
earning a living but I’m sure Association Members would
appreciate reading about your experiences.
We all hear the stories when members meet at functions
around the country - it’s just a case of recording them. Don’t

forget, I’m happy to receive articles in any format and I will
do all the editing required, so there’s no need to spend lots
of time getting items perfect. By far the easiest thing for me
is to receive all the information by e-mail, but for those who
prefer to use paper, that’s absolutely fine. Also, let’s see if
there are more photos hidden away in your attics / drawers /
cupboards, etc. We all enjoy seeing images from our periods
of service and reliving memories. There seem to be plenty
on social media sites, so they are out there! It’s only your
contributions which make the Newsletter worthwhile, so
don’t be shy!

Supporting the Regimental Association
Our Requirement. The Regimental Association needs
substantial funding in order to manage its affairs and conduct
its events. We are a registered charity and, as we receive
no central funding, we must generate our own income. As
well as our annual running costs and making investments to
secure future income, our two major areas of expenditure are
the Regimental Reunion and the Newsletter, which together
need in excess of £15,000. I hope that you will agree that
the Reunion is a very worthwhile occasion. As well as
bringing us all together, it ensures that we maintain the name
and profile of our Regiment in our two counties. We also
consider that the Newsletter is of a very high standard. It
continues to be free, which gets it to people and places that
it might not otherwise.
Our Income. We raise funds through income from the
money we have invested over the years, from advertising and
through a number of hugely generous, personal donations. In
addition, our annual lottery is a very useful source of income.
We are currently keeping our heads well above water, but this
might not last forever, and we want to keep our Association
running at a high standard in the years to come.
Donations. If you feel that our activities are worthwhile
and would like to contribute, you can send a donation to
the Association at any time. It should be addressed to the
Secretary, D and D Association, Block 11, Wyvern Barracks,
EXETER EX2 6AR. Cheques should be made out to The D
and D Regimental Charity CBA.

Electronic Giving

We hope you will all help with your continued support for
the Association by making either single or regular donations.
This can be done using the existing Standing Order or Direct
Debit form and sending them to your bank or by more
modern electronic banking and donating mechanisms. New
arrangements have been set up to allow you to donate either
by a text from your mobile phone to make a single donation,
or online for either a single donation or to set up a regular
monthly donation.

Text Donations

Simply text the code DDRA11 and the amount
£?? to 70070
You can donate £1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10. The
donated amount will be debited from your
monthly mobile phone account. If you are a Pay
as You Go customer, the donation will be taken
from your credit.
Once the donation has been made you will receive a thank
you text and a text with a link to enable you add 25% Gift
Aid at no cost to yourself.

Online Donations

Go online to http://www.virginmoneygiving.com.
Below ‘Make a donation’ on the left hand side of the landing
page there are two search boxes. In the lower search box
marked ‘What’s the charity’s name?’ type in Devon and
Dorset and click the search icon.
The search results will show our charity at the top identified
by our name and capbadge. Now click ‘Make a donation’.
Here you can select single or regular payments and the amount
you wish to give either by selecting an amount or entering
your own figure.
Payment methods can be via Visa Credit, Visa Debit,
Mastercard, Maestro or American Express. You can also use
a PayPal account but only for single donations.
If you are already a registered user of Virgin Money Giving
you can sign in here or you can continue without registering.
There is no need to register when making a one off single
donation. If you are setting up regular payments you will be
directed to register. Once registered you can setup a monthly
donation and even then organise fund raising events on our
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behalf.
There is an opportunity to leave a message with each
donation and we would appreciate your comments. It would
also help us if you allowed your name to be shown.
Once payment is complete, you will be given the opportunity
to claim Gift Aid. As mentioned previously it is very important
that you authorise the Gift Aid claim as this will effectively
increase your donation by 25%. Gift Aid can only be claimed
on personal donations from UK tax payers.
The regular payments system is a simple solution to funding
the Association so it can continue its good work. A monthly
donation of £2 would be very little to give and if every member
gave that amount we would be able to enjoy a secure financial
future for many years to come.
The Committee hopes that many of you will consider setting
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up a small monthly donation. Thank you.
Legacy Donation. One simple way of giving to The
Association is through making a legacy donation. Leaving
money in your will is a splendid way to support the Association
beyond your own lifetime. All you have to do is make a gift
to ‘The Regimental Association of The Devonshire and Dorset
Regiment’ in your will. As a bonus, any sum of money you
leave to charity is exempt from Inheritance Tax. When the
time comes, we will ensure that your generous gift is used to
the advantage of the Association and its members.
Thank You. We value enormously the most generous gifts
and legacies that individuals have contributed in the past,
without which we would be unable to function as we do.
Should others like to donate similarly, we would be hugely
grateful.

The Association Website
Our Association Website was inaugurated nearly six years
ago and has gone from strength to strength since then. Mike
Amor has recently updated and improved it so that it provides
a central information hub for the Association. As well as
front-page information available to all, it has a discrete area,
exclusively for Association members. You have to obtain a
user name and password to join the Members Area, but it only
takes a minute to apply and we will get back to you quickly
with the details. Anyone who qualifies as an Association
member can submit an application. You can see if you qualify
in our Association Rules - available on the website, naturally!
Well over 700 people have now signed up to the Members

Area.
Have you visited the website yet? If not, you are missing
out on a wealth of news about your Association, including
forthcoming events, articles of interest, obituaries and the
Janner. We keep the site up to date with new information as
soon as it is available.
If we are going to keep the website useful, we need your
contributions too. In particular, Club, Branch and Focal Point
organisers are requested to provide the Website Manager with
news of all their goings-on and use the website to attract
new members. You can send contributions via the website
Contact Us page.

Visit us on www.devondorsetregiment.co.uk
to find out all about it.
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The Regimental Association
of

The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment
Information on Branches
(When changes occur please notify the Secretary)
Association Secretary
Mr Tony Cox BEM, The Rifles Exeter Office, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter, EX2 6AR
Telephone: Exeter (01392) 492436
*Note: If you wish to contact a Branch Secretary by e-mail, please phone this office.
Secretary
Bath
Mr M G Brookings (Mike)
Tel: 01242 221821

Welfare Officer

Meetings

Contact Secretary.

For dates contact Secretary.

Bridport
Mr B D Beer (Brian)
Contact Secretary.
Tel: 01460 62997		

Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport.
3rd Wednesday of the month at 11.30am.

Exeter
Mr K Fitzgerald (Kev)
Tel: 01392 207277
Whipton Social Club, Exeter.
		
For dates contact Secretary.
Gillingham
Mr A R Coombes MBE (Tony)
Contact Secretary.
RBL Club, School Lane, Gillingham.
Tel: 01747 823258		
4th Wednesday in the month 7.30pm. Not
		December.
Plymouth (late Devon OCA)
Mr F J A Kent (Fred)
Mr B Hamley (Barry)
Crownhill Families Club, Crownhill,
Tel: 01752 204092
38 Chard Road, St Budeaux, Plymouth, 1st Friday each month at 1030 - noon.
Devon, PL5 2EQ
Tel: 01752 292937
Plymouth (late D and D Assn)
Mr S Davies (Sye)

Contact Secretary.
01752 779788

RBLCrownhill
1st Friday of each month starting at 7.45pm.

Poole
Mrs J Hart (Jean)
Contact Secretary.
01202 679135		

RBL Club, 66 North Road, Parkstone,
Poole. 2nd Friday in the month at 2.30pm.

Purbeck
Mr G K Galpin (Geoff)
Maj J Ives (John)
Clay Pipe Inn, Organford Rd, Holton Heath,
Tel: 01202 669409
Tel: 01929 450309
Nr Poole, at 8pm. Contact Secretary for
		dates.
Southampton and District
Mr M G Gould (Mike)
Ms L Bates (Louise)
Locksheath Working Men’s Club, Duncan
Tel: 023 9311 3067
Tel: 07703382970
Road, Park Gate. 3rd Thursday in every
		
month at noon.
Torridge
Mr T Bisset (Tony)
Details from Secretary.
Weymouth
Mr J P Lagadu (Jeff)
Tel: 01305 775145.

Contact Secretary.
Meetings no longer held.

Semper Fidelis Dinner Club
Mr A Clark (Andy known as “Whippet”)
Tel: 01305 815584

Contact Secretary.
Details from Secretary.
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Minden Dorsets
Maj J N Speakman MBE TD (Nick)
Tel: 01935 474888.
The Devonshire and Dorset Regimental Band
Mr E J Chubb (John)
Contact Secretary
Tel: 01489 894925
Details from Secretary.
Officers’ Club
Lt Col (Retd) G S Nicholls (Geoff)
The Rifles Exeter Office, Building 11, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter, EX2 6AR.
Tel: 01392 492436.

Focal Point Leaders
Town
Exmouth

Honiton

Kingsbridge

Ilfracombe

Plymouth

Salisbury Plain

Sidmouth

Tiverton

Torbay

Focal Points
John Curl
01395 272096
07711903950
David Brain
01404 850780
Mark Lamble
01548 852372
Dave Lewis
01271 865405
Mark Scarrott
01752 845848
07812506998
John Clift
01980 678432
01264 792995
Dave O’Connor
01395 516160
Ashley Pike
01884 254219
Colin Horn
01884 253882
Ken Squires
01803 873667

11

12

THE DEVONSHIRE AND DORSET REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

President’s Awards 2016

Mike Amor
Mike has been a member of the
Regimental Association Committee
for a number of years, specifically as
Webmaster specialising in setting up
a strong presence on electronic media
and maintaining the website. This has
included initiatives for fundraising which
have done a great deal to stabilize the
Association’s finances. Given that he still
has a full-time job as an Army Recruiter,
his efforts on behalf of the Association
are all the more praiseworthy.

Bea Fitzgerald

John Morphey

Bea has been a strong and reliable supporter of the Exeter
Branch for many years. She has done more than most
to assist with the organisation of functions and her hard
work has been the backbone on which the success of
the Branch has been built. In addition she has worked
tirelessly to help raise funds, not least with her stall
selling Regimental memorabilia at successive Reunions
and other events.

John joined the 1st Battalion in Gillingham and spent
many years serving with the Regiment. Since leaving the
Army he has overcome a number of difficulties to become
a loyal supporter of the Branch and the wider Association.
In particular, he has acted as a Standard Bearer for the
Exeter Branch for many years, giving up much of his own
time to carry the Standard at numerous functions around
the country.
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Kenneth Shipton
Ken is a member of the Purbeck Branch and has acted as
a Standard Bearer for many years, attending numerous
events on behalf of the Regimental Association. Ken
joined the 1st Battalion in Minden, so it was particularly
appropriate that his presentation was made at the Minden
Dorsets Reunion.
He has been a member of the Purbeck Branch for more
years than anyone can remember and he has contributed
hugely to their activities and that of the wider Association.
He turns his hand to anything that is required whether it
be to help out at events or for fund raising activities. Ken
also maintains the Regimental War Memorial at Sandford
and ensures it looks immaculate for Remembrance Day
each year.

Reverend Canon Eric Woods
Canon Eric has been a supportive friend of the Regimental
Association for many years since taking up the appointment
of Vicar of Sherborne Abbey. He has shown his support
in a number of ways, specifically by agreeing to, and
conducting, the monthly page-turning ceremonies in the
Abbey. Recently he was influential in persuading the
authorities to allow Regimental Colours and other items
to be placed in the Dorset Regiment Chapel and he then
conducted a particularly moving Service of Rededication.
He has recently accepted the role of Deputy Chaplain
(Dorset) of the Association.

Notices
Congratulations
Readers will be delighted to hear that two former Devon
and Dorset officers have been promoted to the highest
ranks of the Army:
Sandy Storrie (CO 1 D and D, 2002-2004) was
promoted to Lieutenant General in April and is currently
Deputy Commander of Operation Resolute Support (the
US-led training and advisory mission in Afghanistan).
Rupert Jones (CO 4 RIFLES, 2008-2010) was promoted
to Major General in April and becomes the youngest
general in the Army. He is currently Deputy Commander
(Strategy and Support) of the Combined Joint Task Force
on Operation Inherent Resolve (the US mission in Iraq
and Syria).
Congratulations are also in order to General Sandy for
his award of the CB in the New Year’s Honours List and
to Lt Col Hugh O’Neil Roe for being awarded an MBE.

Commemoration of the Battles of
Englefontaine and Locquignol
- 4th November 2018
On 4th November 1918, the 6th Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment,
part of 50th Brigade, were involved in an assault on the Mormal
Forest as part of the battle of the Sambre. This little-known
offensive in the last few days of the Great War was one of the
last battles fought by the Dorsets.
Mr Jon Gliddon, whose grandfather was one of thirty members
of the Battalion seriously wounded on that day (seven were also
killed), is arranging a trip to the battlefield exactly one hundred
years since the battle took place to commemorate those who
took part.
Any reader who had a descendant at the battle, or who is simply
interested in commemorating it, should get in touch with either the
Keep Museum or direct to Jon Gliddon at jpgliddon@gmail.com
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Books
Yells, Bells & Smells: The Story of the
Devons, Hampshires and Dorsets in the
Siege of Malta 1940-43

Four volunteers at the Keep Military Museum - Nick
Speakman, Christopher Jary, Andrew Edwards and James
Porter - are producing a history of the 1st Malta Brigade
in which the 2nd Devons, 1st Hampshires and 1st Dorsets
served. Later, renamed 231 (Malta) Brigade,
and proudly wearing the red and white cross of
Malta on their sleeves, they landed in Sicily and
Italy and on D-Day, earning a fighting reputation
second to none.
This book tells their early story on Malta,
where their stubborn endurance withstood both
starvation and some of the heaviest bombing in
history. The story of the siege is an inspiring
one of courage and fortitude on the part of the
Maltese people and of the garrison protecting
them, including Devons, Dorsets and Hampshires.
This attractive paperback, containing many
photographs and 150 pages, will be entitled
Yells, Bells & Smells: The Story of the Devons,
Hampshires and Dorsets in the Siege of Malta
1940-43 and will be published in the early autumn.
It will retail at £15, but members of the Regimental
Association can order a pre-publication copy at the
discounted price of £12 by writing to Major J N
Speakman MBE TD, Silbury, Silver Street, Stoford, YEOVIL
BA22 9UF or by getting in touch with the Exeter Office.
Two of the many photographs in the book are reproduced

Straight on for Tokyo
This is a remarkable book in three ways - for the story it
tells, for the characters it portrays and for the quality of its
telling - which together produce an outstanding account of
an infantry battalion at war. Written shortly after the war by
Geoffrey ‘Knocker’White, one of the Battalion’s commanding
officers, it paints a vivid picture of both the campaigns in
which the Dorsets excelled.
Let us first consider the quality of the story, which is really
two very different stories. The first begins in late May 1940,
when the British Expeditionary Force was in retreat towards
the Channel coast. On 25th May the 2nd Dorsets, part of
the 2nd Division, were ordered to make a stand on the La
Bassée Canal below Festubert to allow the greater part of the
Division to withdraw. Here, through three long days, their
widely dispersed companies defended a broad front against
repeated attacks by a much larger force. The Battalion held
on until, outflanked by German soldiers who had crossed the
Canal to the west, they were given permission for a fighting
withdrawal.
Two companies pulled off the difficult task of withdrawing
while in close contact with the enemy, and the Battalion
withdrew into Festubert. The German attacks continued to
press hard but, time after time, their tanks and infantry were
repelled. Now, with the enemy line of advance crossing
behind him, their Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel
Eric Stephenson, assembled his 245 survivors (together
with 40 men from other units), and personally led them to
safety. Compass in hand, his Second-in-Command at his
side with a map, Colonel Steve navigated them in the dark
through pouring rain across fields, fences, roads and canals

above: A Bren gunner from the Devons
is mounted against low flying enemy
aircraft in the perimeter of Hal Far
airfield, 1941 and members of the
Dorsets are shown moving vital barrels of fuel away from
the dockside - a tough and perilous job.
- even across the path of an
advancing German column
- until they reached Estaires
in the early morning of
28th May. Their arrival
was unexpected. Their
commanders had expected
the entire Battalion to have
been killed or captured.
It was here that they
first heard of the plan to
evacuate the BEF.   The
2nd Dorsets’ stand at
Festubert had bought time
for others to escape but,
thanks to their Colonel’s
leadership, they brought
more of their soldiers
home than any other
battalion in the Division.
Colonel Steve did not
spare himself until 0830 on 31st May,
when he led his men ashore at Margate.   
The second story starts on 26th April 1944, when the
2nd Dorsets (still with several Festubert survivors among
their number) filed up Garrison Hill, Kohima, to relieve the
Royal Berkshires. Here, in the incongruous surroundings
of a British diplomat’s bungalow, amid terraced gardens
and tennis court, they withstood savage, relentless attacks
by the Japanese who were desperate to capture the position.
On their first night at Kohima a veteran of Festubert, Major
John Bowles, got his Company beyond the Japanese positions
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and established them behind the bungalow, overlooking the
Dimapur road, where they remained for five days until relieved
by B Company. For seventeen days, amid the cacophony of
mortaring, shelling and machine gun fire and the stench of
rotting bodies, in a series of vicious little battles and skirmishes
the 2nd Dorsets held their own against a fierce and unforgiving
enemy. Finally, on 13th May, supported by Sergeant Gerry
Waterhouse’s single tank which had been manhandled up the
precipitous slope, Clive Chettle’s D Company led the attack
on the Japanese positions around the tennis court and broke
the back of the Japanese defences.  Suddenly, Sergeant Tom
Cattle later remembered, some of the Japs started running.
And we knew we had done it. We mowed them down as they
ran. There were bodies that had been there weeks, covered in
flies and maggots; the stench was terrific. The 2nd Dorsets’
hard-won, spectacular victory in this battle was the turning
point in the battle of Kohima, which was itself the turning
point in the entire campaign in Burma.   
Alone, either the story of Festubert or the story of Kohima
would justify a book. This book includes both. And it
covers still more because the 2nd Dorsets, now commanded
by White himself, helped lead the advance south-east, past
Imphal across the Chindwin, the Mu and the Irrawaddy, and
down beyond Mandalay. Depleted in numbers, plagued by
sores and fevers and exhausted of energy, they were finally
withdrawn from battle in April 1945 after capturing Mount
Popa. The book then tells the story of how, chosen by
General Sir Bill Slim to be one of three British battalions to
join the largely American force occupying Japan, they finally
encountered their once implacable but now defeated enemy
in his homeland.
That, very briefly, is an outline of the unique story that this
book tells. But a story is of little interest without characters.
What of those who together formed the 2nd Battalion? Two
quite different but equally distinguished commanding officers
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stand out: Stephenson and White himself. Colonel Steve
was not far short of fifty when, after their heroic defence of
Festubert, he led the remnants of his Battalion to safety. As CO
of the first Dorset battalion to fight in the Second World War
he set a dazzling standard of courage, endurance and care for
his men that others would struggle to match.  Knocker White
was eighteen years younger and a distinguished sportsman,
whose energy and devotion to the Regiment became legendary.
Second-in-Command of the Battalion at Kohima, he took
command on 8th June 1944 and made the 2nd Battalion very
much his own: his proprietorial affection for his officers and
men shine through his book. A third distinguished CO who
was denied the chance to command them in battle was George
Wood, whose humanity and high standards of professionalism
permeated the entire Battalion. George Wood’s reputation as a
fighting commander would be won later, when he commanded
not a battalion of Dorsets but an entire division.
The final factor that makes this book exceptional lies in
the character of its author. At first glance Knocker White
may have appeared the caricature of a British infantry
officer: moustached, athletic, humorous and perhaps none
too sensitive and none too bright. This book instead reveals
a thoughtful man with the sharp eye of a gifted writer. A
remarkable commanding officer who took great pains to know
his officers and men personally, he describes them colourfully
and accurately, usually with affection and often with humour.
He tells their inspiring story very well indeed.  Straight
on for Tokyo will make you laugh, cry and marvel at the
achievements of the young men of the 2nd Dorsets, who
met their enemy - German and Japanese - head-on in battle,
winning high honours for their Regiment and for themselves
a place in history.
The new 400-page edition of ‘Straight on for Tokyo’,
packed with photographs, is available from the Keep Military
Museum or The Exeter Office for £15 plus P & P

Devotion to Duty
After the success of “they Couldn’t Have Done Better” Nick
Speakman and Christopher Jary have produced another
excellent volume - this time listing all the gallantry awards
won by members of The Devons and The Dorsets from the
end of the First World War to Amalgamation.
Structured chronologically as a history, the book describes
the campaign in which each award was won and provides
a brief biography and, where possible, a photograph of the
winner. The story begins in the North Russia Campaign of
1919, continues through Iraq, Ireland, India and Palestine
and ends with the post-war campaigns in Malaya, Korea and
Kenya. But the bulk of the book describes the 273 awards
won during the various campaigns of the Second World War.
Among many other stories, it tells of the five Dorset soldiers
(including their brave Doctor) who won George Crosses, the
very brave Devon officer (code named Xavier) who won the
DSO leading the Resistance in Occupied France, the gallant
Dorset company commander recommended for the VC in
Normandy and the story of the Devon heroes of Nippon Hill
and the Dorset heroes of Kohima.
Over 300 pages long and with 150 photographs and 20 maps,
Devotion to Duty brings together for the first time the story
of the gallantry of the soldiers of our two county regiments.
It makes sad but inspiring reading.
This book is possibly unique among regiments and readers
will find it hard to put down. One act of supreme courage
follows hard on the heels of another and as former soldiers,

Association members will find the accounts fascinating.
Available from The Keep Military Museum or The Exeter
Office for the special Association price of £10.00 (normal
price £17.50) plus P & P
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The Crabchurch Conspiracy
This book is about The Battles of Weymouth and the associated Crabchurch Conspiracy,
that occurred in 1645 during the English Civil War, when several royalist plotters within
the twin towns of Weymouth and Melcombe on the Dorset coast conspired to deliver the
ports back into the control of Charles I.
The author has done a remarkable job researching the events of so long ago and it makes
a fascinating read. Dorset suffered more than many counties during the Civil War because
of its strategic position and Association members, particularly those who live in the area,
will find much of interest in this book.
Available from The Exeter Office at the special Association price of £10.00 plus P & P.

Lost Trail
Does any reader know the whereabouts of Peter Griffin who joined the
Regiment from the Paras in 1965 or ‘66?
If so, please let the Exeter Office know.

Members of 2nd Devons during the
Second World War

An elderly Dutch couple from Weert in Holland are trying
to trace four members of 2nd Devons, or their relatives, who
were billeted with them in February and March 1945.
The four are only known by their Christian names - Norman,
Eric, Arthur and Frank and they wrote the couple a letter of
thanks, which is shown below, from Germany later in the War.

All four were from the Signals Platoon attached to B
Company and at the time no one replied to the letter, since
the family spoke no English. The letter was rediscovered
about two years ago as they were tidying up the attic and
they would really like to return the letter to the soldiers or
their relatives.
So, if you think you know the identities of Norman, Eric,
Arthur or Frank, please get in touch with the Exeter Office.
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Last Post / Obituary Notes

Buglers For Funerals, Etc

The Exeter Office is contacted frequently by individuals
and groups seeking buglers for events such as funerals.
We will always try to help, but be aware that there are
very few volunteer buglers available and they tend to
be of an age where their ability to travel is limited. This
leaves only professionals who are members of bands.
Even if one is available, pay and travel expenses make
them an expensive option.
The Exeter Office is, however, able to provide CDs
with common bugle calls such as Last Post and Reveille
as well as Regimental Marches, at no cost. This is often
a sensible alternative.

Even members of the Regimental Association are mortal and
at some time in the future we will all appear in the Last Post
or Obituary lists in the Newsletter.
This might not be the most popular topic to be thinking
about, but many members of the Regimental Association die
without leaving a record of their service or what they have
achieved during their subsequent civilian careers. It always
seems a shame when members cannot be remembered by
the wider Regiment for their many and varied achievements.
We hold a limited number of records of service, but we
would like to hold many more. So, you are encouraged to
send any appropriate information to us here in Exeter. You
might consider the following headings as a starting point:
Name; date and place of birth; rank on retirement;
appointments held in the Army; sports played and at what
levels; medals; jobs and activities since leaving the Army.

Postbag
Addy Adams from Dudley recalls an amusing incident which
took place in British Guiana in 1964. 1 Platoon, A Company,
of which he was a member, were on patrol one evening and
came across a large group dancing and singing at a party. There
was a night-time curfew so the platoon commander, a young
2/Lt Bryan Dutton, went to the microphone to announce that
the party had to end and there was to be no more music as
the curfew had to be enforced. As he walked away, the music
started up again. Furiously, he strode back to the microphone
to read them the riot act when he suddenly realised they were
playing the National Anthem!
Cedric Williams writes from Coleford in Gloucestershire
to correct some information in last year’s Newsletter. He
attended the Salamanca BBQ in Exeter and in the Exeter
Branch notes mention was made of his wife Jill’s relative
who was at the Battles of Vittoria, Salamanca and Waterloo.
It was her great, great grandfather William Reed who served
in the Royal Artillery and who died in 1881 aged 89. He’s
buried at St George’s Church, Arreton on the Isle of Wight.
John Hollinghead writes from Perth, Australia:
I was 11 years old when WW2 broke out on 3 Sep 1939 so
have vivid memories from then on. That date was my parents’
12th wedding anniversary. What a celebration!
My father, Dr Frederick Haydon Hollingshead, a physician
and surgeon in Ilfracombe, was mobilised on 1st September.
He was then a major in the RAMC and Medical Officer to
the 9th Devons TA, a Barnstaple-based battalion. The CO
was Lt Colonel Dennis Bullock, the late Colonel Michael
Bullock’s father.
The 9th Bn entrained for Plymouth and were stationed
at Seaton Barracks. A few days later my mother took my
younger brother and myself for a few days to a boarding
house near the barracks, owned by a Miss Tidmarsh and I
recall watching the Battalion setting off on route marches
led by Colonel Bullock.
My father soon became doctor to the newly formed Drake’s
Drum 45th Division. I recall the severe winter of 1939/40 when
the troops suffered a severe flu outbreak. My father sought
help from the then Lord Mayor of Plymouth, Lady Astor, and
the Town Hall was turned into a makeshift hospital. For some
reason the 45th Division was disbanded after a very short life.
My father went on to command a Field Ambulance at El
Alamein, the assault on Sicily and a Casualty Clearing Station
during the Italian campaign.

A long time later, in April 1955, I rejoined 1 Devon at
Seaton Barracks. The CO was Lt Col Ned Windeatt and John
Randle was Adjutant prior to going to Celle in BAOR. I was
the anti- tank platoon commander with the new BAT guns.
Having gained an A grading on my course I was posted back
to Netheravon as the assistant instructor in January 1956.
Then once more to Plumer Barracks in Crownhill in January
1962 as a company commander.
I was Adjutant and Training Officer of the 4th Devons TA
from 1968 to 1970 serving under Colonels Roger Robinson
and the Lord Clifford of Chudleigh. I took over from my
friend the late Paul Freeland. During this period we laid up
the Colours of the 6th Devons TA in Plymouth and the 9th
Devons TA in Barnstaple. At the latter the salute was taken
by the then Director of Infantry, Major General Kendrew.
Years later he became the Governor of Western Australia
where I was by then living. More useless tales of the past!
Best wishes to all readers, John
Ken Bounden from Exeter writes: James Jackson’s
photographs (Page 19 of the 2015 Edition) revived some
of my memories. I joined 1st Battalion of The Devons in
Selerang Barracks, Singapore in 1946 as a brand new 2nd
Lieutenant. From there it was Nee Soon transit camp, Batu
Pahat and Hong Kong. Oh, and Port Dickson. When we were
in Malaya we often had to go on patrols to find Japs who
didn’t know that the War was over. We found quite a few, but
many didn’t believe us and fired at us.
I recall a new CO arriving and telling chaps to get their
knees brown. As most were veterans of the Burma campaign,
that didn’t go down well at all. It was probably completely
unrelated but shortly afterwards on the firing ranges, grenades
landed quite close to him.
When I mounted my first guard, I knew the drill but not the
correct words of command. My sergeant had to whisper the
words of command out of the corner of his mouth. ‘Chalkie’
White and ‘Twiggy’ Branch carried the new boy for quite
a while!
Hugh Clifford was the Second-in-Command and he was
terrific. He bought a second-hand Cadillac left behind by
the Japs and he would pick up the lads in Hong Kong and
bring them back to camp at night. He later took over the title
of Lord Clifford when his father died and I still chuckle at
some of the stories he told me.
When I was at Changi Prison I noticed that some of the
Jap prisoners had gear stolen from Americans so I told the
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guard sergeant that I had to go somewhere and wouldn’t
be back for a few hours. I thought this would give the
men time to put the situation right. With no military
background I found the esprit de corps in the Battalion
very strong and when we amalgamated with the Dorsets
people were saying “How did we get mixed up with
that lot!” - no doubt they were saying exactly the same
about us. But any differences were quickly forgotten
and we all got on very well.
I am now 90 so most of my old buddies are long gone
but if any are around and want to get in touch, my
phone number is 01392 259209. For many years I’ve
been promising myself that I would attend the Exeter
Branch get-togethers and I’m still promising!
Thank you James for bringing back some wonderful
memories.

Bryan Kelly from Whitchurch in Hampshire
sent the attached photos:
Right top: Members of the MT Section L-R
Bryan Kelly (MTOs driver & POL), Mike
Rawlings (3 ton driver), ? , Dave Curtis (1
ton driver), ?
Right: MT Section including Mike Dudman,
Mike Rawlings, Bryan Kelly, Dave Curtis and
Dave Norris
Can any reader identify the un-named
individual
Below: 2318 Intake at the Dorset Regiment
Depot, October 1955.
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‘Lofty’ Penney from Plymouth writes to say that he would like to hear from
anyone appearing in the following photographs from his time in 1st Devons
in the early 1950s.
His phone number is: 01752 221233 or R.Penney@Blueyonder.co.uk

Members of 1st Devons on a leave camp at Appolonia, in 1952.
Rear rank: Birmingham, Helmes, Jackson. Front rank includes:
Kemp, Edwards, Moules, Hunt, Mitchell, Beaver, Penney

‘Lofty’ Penney at West Camp, Derna,
1952

West Tofts, 1950/51: ? ? ? Penney, Townsend

On exercise at Buckingham Tofts, Stanford PTA,
in September 1951:
Cpl Penney, Ray Gibson, Charlie Hide, ‘Bunny’
Hunt, ‘Happy’ Hapgood, Terry Knight, ‘Gilbey’
Perry, Ted Kemp

Members of 11 Platoon, D Company, 1st Devons outside
the NAAFI in Derna 1950/51: Including: Penney, Dick Power,
Raymond Brock, Herring
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Nick Speakman reports: The Regiment was represented at
an unusual Commemoration service at Lydlinch Church in
North Dorset on Sunday 25th September. The special service,
attended by a remarkable 55 members of the Hooper family,
was to mark the 100th Anniversary of the death of Jack Hooper
who originally served with the 7th Dorsets, and then fought
with the 5th Battalion in Gallipoli and then the Somme, where
he lost his life on September 26th 1916.
Jack’s home was at Lydlinch where his father was Rector.
He attended Sherborne Prep School followed by 5 years in
School House at Sherborne. Following his death, The Rev
Hooper commissioned a fine stained glass window in honour
of his son.
Jack’s two older brothers also served in WW1. Douglas
joined the 3rd Dorsets and served on the Western Front with
the 1st Dorsets, before transferring to the Tank Corps where
he won the Military Cross. Aubrey became a Gunner, and
also won the Military Cross.
The story of the three Hooper brothers is fully told in the
splendid book ‘Vivat Shirburnia’ by Patrick Francis, who
attended the service.
The Museum was represented by Colin and Jean Parr and
the Regiment by Nick Speakman. Ken Chivers and Derek
Burt of the Purbeck Branch proudly paraded their Standards,
which added much to the pageantry of this unique occasion.

Brian Reed from Tiverton sent in these photos taken during
his period of service with The Devons:
Three Tivertonians in D Company celebrating
Christmas 1955 at Trenchard Barracks, Celle: L-R
Brian Reed, Patrick Rice & Allan Goldsworthy.
Harrison and Ingledon from 11 Platoon in the rear.

Some of D Company setting up their bivvies on
Luneburg Heath June 1955

Members of D Company in Celle sometime during
the period 1955-57

1st Devons parade through Exeter on 27th April
1955 upon their return from Kenya - as used in that
year’s Battalion Christmas card.

The rear of the Officers’ Mess in Celle, with
swimming pool in the foreground.
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John Gaye writes: Readers will be aware that on the
third Friday of each month there is a short ‘Page turning’
ceremony in our Regimental Chapel in Sherborne Abbey.
At the ceremony on 18th March the Gillingham Branch
presented the Vicar of Sherborne, Canon Eric Woods with
a cheque for the Abbey. The photo right shows Andrew
Edwards, Branch President, handing over the cheque in
the presence of a number of Branch members.
Tony Cox writes: A few of us who had served with 1 D and
D in Malta returned there in March. Attached is a photo taken
between (I think) B Company block and the main Battalion
Square at St Andrews Barracks on 12th March 2016. Some
of those in the photo are:
Tony Cox, John Wibberley, Des Sparey, Roy Watling,
Brian Duff, Robbo Roberts, Alan Dutfield, Bob Brenton, Al
McCormack, ‘Tiger’ Coombes, Dave Greenaway, Bert Cloak,
Ritchie Liggins, Marty Ross, Richard Balcombe.

Branch Reports
Band Branch
It seems the norm for the Band Branch to start the year by
losing some members and this past year has been no different.
David Cross died on the 9th January, Garfield (Dippy) Dyer
died on the 17th February and David Williams died on the
11th March. Many of our members attended their funerals to
say farewell to them, but for all of us their lasting memories
will live on.
As reported previously many of our members still play
and once again we were able to form a band to entertain our
members at our reunion in September. Many thanks to Phil
Bond for providing the programme of music and conducting
the band. We also saw Paul Judson conduct the band for the
first time for many years. Paul was Bandmaster of the 1st
battalion Band for ten years from 1979 to 1989.
At the reunion we were also able to welcome a member
attending for the very first time - Andy Hamlin, who joined
the band as a boy in 1947 and who played trombone, turned

up with albums of old photos of the Regimental Band in
the 1950s and 1960s so that many of us from that era were
able to say “was that me”. I know Andy was overcome by
the attention he attracted as much as we were all delighted
to see him.
During the reunion we discussed providing a band for the
dedication of the Regiment’s new memorial at the National
Memorial Arboretum in September 2017 and many expressed
a wish to be able to do it. Soon after the reunion a letter was
sent to the Regimental Trustees informing them of our offer
and to cut a rather long story short the Trustees accepted. The
Band of the Devonshire and Dorset Regimental Association
will be providing the music at the Dedication Ceremony. As
a bonus for Association members we will also be providing
a short concert at the Regimental Reunion on 27th May.
The Band Branch members are spread right across the
country so to get together more than once a year can become
quite costly but some of us who are living in the southern
area did get together for a Christmas lunch in Andover on
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3rd December organised by Steve and Lesley Winder and we
even put on those silly hats found in the crackers!
As the year draws to a close I must thank our members for
their support in all that they have been called upon to subscribe
to during this year, after all when asked if they would like
to play at the National Arboretum the response was ‘yes of
course; we were and still are the Band of the Devonshire and
Dorset Regiment’.
John Chubb

Exeter Branch
The Exeter Branch had another very busy year. A number
of new members have joined the Branch, not only Devon
and Dorsets but others from the RAF as well as other Army
regiments! As expected we all get along just fine and the
non-D and D members take the banter.
So much has happened this year that to cover it all we would
have to write a book, so I will cover some of the main events.
Firstly, going back to 2015, the Branch was runners-up in
the Pride of Exeter awards and got front page billing which
provided some excellent publicity.
The Regimental Reunion on Saturday 21st May was the
highlight of the year with four Standards from the Branch
joining the other Regimental Standard Bearers. Dennis
Strudwick proudly took control by calling out the words
of command. Again due to the large turnout two Guards
were formed and marched smartly along the High Street
finishing in front of the Cathedral. After the short parade
and presentations most of us joined in the main Reunion in
the Corn Exchange. This proved to be a great time for a chat
and a few beers with friends from the past. A few of us left
early to set up The White Ensign Club for the ‘After Reunion
Party’. A particularly big thank you to Sonja Edwards for
taking care of the door and also to Heather Cormack for
taking time out to sell tickets for the two raffles. At the end
of music and drinking the Branch managed to make a few
hundred pounds which was passed to the Exeter Office for the
new Regimental Memorial. It all seemed to go really well, so
thank you to all who attended. For 2017 we plan to have the
same format, starting at 1930 hrs and finishing at late o’clock.
During the month of June, Steve Keane organised a
Battlefield Tour to Ypres and the Somme which lasted 6
days and 5 nights. Many of the Branch attended along
with family members and friends. I won’t say any more as

The front page of the Exeter Express and Echo.

Alex Cormack and Mike Amor plotting to fix the
Branch Raffle.

Keith and Jordan Mills. Jordan is an Honorary
Member and has carried the Branch Standard as
well as regularly attending Branch meetings.

Clive Gosney
with Steve
Keane. Clive
has returned
to the West
Country
and has
volunteered
to act as a
Standard
Bearer while
Steve has been
carrying out
that role for
many years.
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Mike Devlin and Alan Hincke taking refreshments
during a Branch meeting.

Part of the Branch Poppy Appeal Collection Team
who raised well over £21,000.

Heather Cormack’s article appears later in the Newsletter.
Thank you Steve and helpers for making it a great trip. We
also held our annual H Jones walk on Dartmoor, pictures of
which are attached.
For the sunny month of July our Standards and members
were on parade again for the Exeter Armed Forces Day.
This proved to be a well organised event, with lots of people
from Exeter and the local area lining the streets to watch the
marching Regular Tri-Service Guards and veterans. The
parade ended in the area of The Cathedral Green that was
also set up as a military village with lots to see including, of
course, our Regimental Memorial Appeal stand.
September was very busy, with our monthly meeting in The
Whipton Social Club, while a few Branch members attended
the Recce Platoon Reunion in Torquay. The Rifles Freedom
Parade at Blandford and the Jolly Boy’s weekend were
other events which Branch members attended. It is always
a pleasure for our Standard Bearers to attend the Cathedral
Service for the Jolly Boys and this was no exception. Again
I won’t say too much about it as Richie Liggings has done
his write up. Thank you Ritchie for all the time that you have
put in to this excellent and well-attended event.
Some of our non-working older members attended the
Veterans Reunion Lunch held in Wyvern Barracks during
the month of October for which we must thank Tony Cox
for all the hard work that he puts into organising this event
and also supporting the Branch over the year.

The Remembrance week in November saw our Standards
on parade at the Higher Cemetery and the Cathedral as well
as supporting our group of volunteers who helped to sell
poppies for the RBL. They spent many a cold day stood
outside of Exeter Tesco and Morrison supermarkets. In the
end it all paid off, because the people of Exeter donated
well over £21,000 to our collectors. So a big thank you to
Cliff Moore, Steve Keane, Alex Cormack, Dez Mills, Sonja

Branch love birds! Dennis Strudwick and John
Murphy at the end of year draw.

Admin area at the H Jones Dartmoor walk. Hot dogs
and coffee going down well prior to setting off.

Check point one at Saddle Tor. Richard Smaridge
and Keith Symonds take a break.
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Exmouth Focal Point
A most enjoyable Christmas Buffet and Draw was held at
Exmouth Football Club on Wednesday 8th December. The
accompanying photos were taken by Babs Holliman from
the Exeter Office who was very kindly invited as a guest.
Members’ generosity was on show during the raffle which
was very well supported.
John Curl
Focal Point Leader

Pete Bell, Paul Harris, Kev Barrett and Alan Hincke
during the H Jones walk.
Edwards and all of the others who volunteered to collect for
the RBL. I am sure that we will get a letter of thanks for a
job well done.
The year ended with a bit of a party in The Whipton Club
with food and very big pasties provided by Heather Cormack
(thank you Heather) followed by a draw with lots of good
quality prizes provided by Branch members.
For 2017 the Branch look forward to the next Regimental
Reunion, the H Jones Dartmoor walk and our planned trip
to the NMA.
On behalf of the Exeter Branch I would like to say a big
thank you to all who have assisted us and supported our
events. We look forward to seeing you all again this year.
Semper Fidelis and Keep The Faith.
Kev Fitzgerald
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Gillingham Branch
We began our year looking for new committee members as
four long-standing members retired following many years
valuable and loyal service. Cliff Lloyd joined the Branch in
1948 on leaving the army and we wish to thank him and the
other long-servers for all their years of loyalty and support.
We are able to say that the situation is now much improved
with new members joining the committee.
A valuable member over the years has been Geoff Eavis,
our Standard Bearer, who was always a most willing helper
and who carried the Standard at scores of events. The news
of his sudden and untimely death on 23rd September came
as a shock to all of us. Our thoughts are with Daphne and
her family. His funeral was very well attended with standing
room only at Yeovil Crematorium which was an indication
of how much he was liked and respected.
Throughout the year we were very fortunate to receive
special help from our ladies and also from the ever reliable
Dorset Army Cadet Force. Our sincere thanks go to both
groups for all their support and help during the year. We
certainly could not have done it on our own.
On Saturday 5th March a service of Rededication of the
Devon and Dorset Chapel was held in Sherborne Abbey giving
the Devon and Dorset Regiment Association a spiritual home
in Dorset. A large congregation filled the Abbey, mainly
retired soldiers from the Regiment and a very moving service
was conducted by Canon Eric Woods. Only a couple of weeks
later, on 18th March during the monthly service to the Fallen
held in the Abbey, Branch President Lt Col Andrew Edwards
presented a cheque for £100 to Canon Woods on behalf of
the Gillingham Branch towards the upkeep of the Chapel.
We joined the “Gillingham in Bloom” project this year and
in our small way helped to give our streets a colourful display
during the summer months by sponsoring a flower planter.
On Saturday 16th July members were in Dorchester to
take part in the Minden Day celebrations. The event, well
organised as ever by Nick Speakman and his team, was
enjoyed by a good attendance of old comrades.
Following many months of meetings and discussion
we received the good news that the new Shaftesbury War
Memorial was to be dedicated at Shaftesbury’s Mampitts
Cemetery on Thursday 28th July. Our thanks go to committee
member Leo Williams who eventually steered the difficult
project to a successful conclusion. The service of dedication
was attended by The Lord Lieutenant of Dorset, Brigadier
Charles Machonochie and many other dignitaries.
The success of the coffee morning on Saturday 10th

The dedication of the new war memorial in
Shaftesbury.

Planter donated by the Branch to Gillingham in
Bloom.
September was due to the excellent team work carried out
by the ladies of the Branch and members of the Dorset Army
Cadet Force. A good attendance of branch members and
townspeople made for a very happy occasion and resulted
in £606.00 being raised in aid of the new memorial to the
Devon and Dorset Regiments at the National Arboretum.
Many of us were able to meet at Blandford on Sunday
25th September to see The Rifles exercise the Freedom of
Blandford - another grand regimental event.
The main social event of the year was our Annual Reunion
dinner held at The Olive Bowl on 21st October. A gathering
of 107 members and friends enjoyed the occasion. Guests
included a number of former Devon and Dorset Officers and
their ladies and among those it was good to see General Sir
John and Lady Wilsey enjoying the evening and meeting
old friends. Invited guests also included the town Mayors
of Gillingham and Shaftesbury. The special guest of the
evening was Brigadier Charles Machonochie of The Rifles
who gave an update of the activities of the Battalions.
President of the Branch, Lt Col Andrew Edwards presented
a cheque for £1000.00 to Lt Col Mike Richardson for the
new Regimental Memorial project. In thanking the Branch
for their generous donation Lt Col Richardson was able to
announce that the target of £70,000 set by the Regimental
Trustees had been reached.
On 11th and 12th of November we joined our good friends
of the Dorset Army Cadet Force to sell poppies in support of
the RBL. It is always a pleasure to join forces with our young
comrades on these occasions and much money is raised from
the generous people of the town.
We paraded, like many others around the country, on Sunday
13th November at the Gillingham War Memorial with other
organisations at the Annual Remembrance Parade with the

The Branch Coffee Morning.
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Gillingham Town Band leading the way. Branch member
Tony Marsh laid a wreath on our behalf.
On the third Friday of each month members attended a short
page-turning service to The Fallen at Sherborne Abbey and
on the fourth Wednesdays we met at The Keep Museum for
coffee and to hear the latest Association news.
Thanks to all Members and Standard Bearers for their
support during 2016 and we hope to meet you all again in 2017.
Keep well,
Tony Coombes

Honiton Focal Point
The Honiton and Exmouth Focal Points combined to hold
their annual Christmas Lunch together on Monday 28th
November at the Heathfield Inn, Honiton. It was a very
enjoyable occasion for everyone who attended. The Inn is
also the venue for the monthly meetings which will re-start
in the New Year on Monday 6th February.
David Brain
Focal Point Leader
The Gillingham Branch President presenting Lt
Col Richardson with a cheque for the Regimental
Memorial project.

D and D Old Comrades Forum
d-doldcomrades.net
Founder Richie Liggins
Another year has passed, and the number of Janners on our
books has increased to over 1,000. I know that not all who
have signed up take an active part in the amount of posts, etc
submitted, but at least they have the chance to look around the
site to see what’s happening. They also have the opportunity
to make contact with one another, view the many, many
photos, let each other into the latest joke, or to debate at
length on whatever is happening in the UK or wherever else
that needs ‘sorting out’! New members are most welcome,
just log onto d-doldcomrades.net
Way back in August 2015 our founder Richie Liggins posted
on the Forum that he and Marion had booked a holiday in
Sliema on Malta in March 2016. He put out an open invitation
to anyone who would like to join them there. Slowly but surely
it became apparent that their holiday was going to turn into
a mini JBO! Joining them in Sliema were Al and Heather
Cormack, Richard and Elaine Balcombe, Brian Duff, Bert

Cloke, Martin Ross, David Bowden and myself. Booked to
stay in Bugibba, were the mainly ‘Welsh Contingent’ of Tony
and Anne Cox, Des and Christine Sparey, Phil and Carrie Ann
Mountjoy, Terry and Maria Card, Roy and Glenys Watling,
Robbo Roberts, Tiger Coombes, Alan Dutfield, Bob Brenton,
Paul Rundle, Tony Leach and Martin Joce. In all quite a
gathering. A great time was had by everyone, especially
when we all got together. The special day for us all was
12th March when we assembled at the military cemetery just
along the road from the old Battalion Camp, St Andrews Bks.
We met there to pay our respects at the graveside of Cpl W
J Benny, who we lost in December 1970. Some poignant
words were spoken, and some flowers were laid, followed
by a silent tribute. Afterwards we travelled down to the old
barracks area where we wandered round some of the old
barrack blocks, most of which are used now for commercial
and social purposes. We then made our way to a suitable
bar in Sliema where we could indulge ourselves in some
solid and liquid fare, and settling down for the afternoon’s
entertainment of The Six Nations Championship. Ireland
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(lone supporter, me!) duly beat Italy
before the main match took place, ie
England v Wales! Joining us at the
rugby were ex-pats Dougie Shields and
Dave Greenaway. Roger George, who
too was on holiday, met up with us to
watch the matches. A great time was
had by all that day, especially those in a
white shirt with a red rose on. Revenge
me thinks for their previous meeting.
All in all it was a great ‘Gathering of
Janners’, some of who had not set foot on the island since
the 1st Battalion posting ended in 1971.
The Annual Gathering, the Jolly Boys Outing, took place
once more at the Gypsy Hill Hotel in Exeter over the long
weekend of 22-25 September. A fair few were booked in on
the Thursday evening and enjoyed a quiet evening together.
On the Friday more members started to arrive before lunch
time and were able to familiarise themselves with the age
old custom of bartering of coins of the Realm for liquid
sustenance. Newcomers this year include Tony Janes, Pete
Jones, Barry and Lynda Selby, John and Karen King, Nigel
Couldwell and Carol Clemence, Andy and Jane Scott,
Leroy and Sandra Beresford, Colin Pape, Bill Sharpe, Sir
Cedric Delves and his guest Ann, Glyn Lancey, Lyn Turner,
Roger Westlake, Chris Day, Jock MacRoberts and Richard
Balcombe. Friday evening’s quiz inquisitor was Brian Duff,
ably assisted by Dai Card. As usual moans were the norm
as each question was asked, but mostly everyone’s general
knowledge (and more!) was well and truly tested. The names
of the winners were announced on the Saturday evening.
Congratulations to Brian and Dai for all they put up with
that night - it was a most enjoyable event. The rest of the
evening went very well as the bar staff looked after us in their
normal very hospitable manner - right up to nearly dawn for
a few hardy members. The Ship Inn became the Focal Point
on the Saturday morning, where we met up with a few more
Janners, who usually attend what for most is the highlight of
the Weekend, the ‘Remembrance Service at the Cathedral.’
The Last Post and Reveille were as usual played superbly by
Steve Redfern. These were followed by the Wreath Laying,
by our founder Richie Liggins, and the laying of a named
cross for each of our Fallen Comrades. There was a really
great turnout of Standards. Thank you Standard Bearers - it
was a truly moving occasion for everyone there.
Saturday’s raffle was again a resounding success, and once
more all the prizes were donated by the members. Of special
note was the magnificent Pewter Claret Jug and Goblets which
were engraved with the regimental Badge and Company Titles.
They were kindly donated by Richie and Marion Liggins.
Many thanks to all who donated prizes and to the good ladies
who encouraged us to part with money for the raffle tickets.
The winners of the quiz were revealed as Debbie and Derek
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Murphy (now two times winners) and
Debbie Morris and John Arnold. Well
done all. The entertainment was just
what the doctor ordered. Real ribtickling laughter, by another top class
comedian Bob Webb. I doff my hat!
The evening progressed into Sunday
morning and the bar staff were more
than hospitable, again serving the last
few Janners at around about 5am, well
done those guys!
Sunday morning and most said their farewells until the
next time we meet. However a group of about a dozen of us
were booked in for another night. I think just for a chill day
and evening where we all met for an evening meal together
and just one or two drinks and a well-earned early night! In
all, the weekend was memorable for great company, great
entertainment, great food and drink, served by great staff, in
great surroundings. What more could anyone ask for! Thank
you Arnie and the Committee for another cracking weekend.
Can I please ask everyone to remember absent comrades
and to keep in contact with one another, especially those who
may have ‘slipped under the radar’. Don’t, please, be one of
those heard to say, “I should have kept in touch,” when you
hear the bugle play!
John Wibberley

The Officers’ Club
The Officers’ Club continues to try to offer ‘something for
everyone’ with a variety of functions and locations. Some
stalwart members attend every function, while others select
those which are closer to their homes or simply fit into their
busy schedules. This year’s AGM saw Col Toffer Beattie
taking over Chairmanship of the Club from long-serving Maj
Gen Bryan Dutton, to whom the Club offers its thanks for his
lengthy period in office. Our new Chairman, coming from a
younger generation, has set up a Club Facebook group which
will complement the e-mails sent by the Secretary and keep
members up to date with functions and other activities. Those
wishing to join the group can do so by accessing the following:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1243906068962848/
members/ which should get you registered as a member.
The Dorchester Sandwich Lunch - Friday 8th April
Members enjoyed a suitably relaxed and informal lunch in
the pleasant surroundings of the Mess in the Army Reserve
Centre. As usual the Trustees arrived late from their Spring
meeting in The Keep. Our thanks to the staff of C Company
6 RIFLES for laying on the function, especially the company
PSAO, Capt Sid Cobbold and CSjt ‘Windy’ Miller who did
the donkey work on the day.
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Those who attended were: Maj André, Capt Archer, Col
& Mrs Barnes, Lt Col & Mrs Cooper, Mr Copson, Maj Gen
Dutton, Lt Col & Mrs Edwards, Maj Gaye, Maj & Mrs Ives,
Mrs Myerscough, Maj & Mrs James, Capt & Mrs Jarrett, Mr
Jary, Maj Gen & Mrs Jeapes, Maj Mellin, Lt Col Nicholls,
Maj & Mrs Pape, Lt Col Richardson, Lt Col Sharpe, Brig &
Mrs Shaw, Maj Speakman, Col & Mrs Steptoe, Col Thomas,
Brig Toomey, Lt Col & Mrs Trevis, and Brig Young.
The West Country Dinner - Friday 20th May
A really enjoyable, relaxed, evening which once again
acted as a pre-Reunion function for those attending, who
were: Maj Gen Bryan Dutton, Lt Col Andrew Edwards, Maj
John Gaye, Prof James Goodwin, Capt Ant Hurst, Col Paddy
King-Fretts, Lt Col Geoff Nicholls, Maj Colin Pape, Lt Col
Mike Richardson, Lt Col Mike Russell, Lt Col Bill Sharpe,
Brig David Shaw, Col Robert Steptoe, Maj Gen Colin Shortis,
Lt Col David Steevenson, Col Derek Thomas, Brig Richard
Toomey and Brig Simon Young.
The Warminster Lunch - Saturday 11th June
The Officers’ Club held its annual Regimental Luncheon in
the Infantry Mess at Warminster. Tony Thornburn organised
the event and members are enormously grateful for the effort
he and Kathy have put in over the years to make this the
popular and well-attended function which it has become.
Sadly, a few of the ‘regulars’ were unable to attend this year,
but those who were able to make it were: Maj John Andre, Lt
Col Jerry Blake, Mrs Claudie Blake, Mrs Joan Brown, Mrs
Marie Downton, Mr James Wilson, Col Robert Coate, Mrs
Sarah Coate, Lt Col John Cobb, Lt Col Charles Cooper, Mrs
Jackie Cooper, Maj John Gaye, Capt Ant Hurst, Maj Humphrie
James, Mrs Trudie James, Maj Gen Tony Jeapes, Mrs Jenny
Jeapes, Mrs Sara Jones, Col Paddy King-Fretts, Lt Col Tony
Laurie-Chiswell, Mrs Elizabeth Ann Laurie-Chiswell, Maj
Colin Pape, Mrs Mu Pape, Maj Bob Reep, Mrs Mary Reep,
Col Jeremy Reid, Brig David Shaw, Mrs Diana Shaw, Maj
Gen Colin Shortis, Mrs Sylvia Shortis, Col Derek Thomas,
Mrs Ann Thomas, Lt Col Tony Thornburn, Mrs Kathy
Thornburn, Brig Richard Toomey, Mrs Liza Toomey, Mrs
Angela Turrell, Gen Sir John Wilsey, Lady Lizzie Wilsey,
Maj Roger Woodiwiss, Mrs Peggy Woodiwiss.
Exeter Sandwich Lunch - Friday 7th October
The Regimental Trustees eventually conducted their autumn
meeting before joining the party.
Those attending were: Jeremy Archer, Jerry & Claudie
Blake, Kathleen, Caroline and Alexander Bullock, Daphne
Burdick, John & Penny Cann, Bryan Dutton, Julian & Gillian
Goodbody, David Harrison, Mona Harrison, John Hill, Paddy
King-Fretts, Debbie Bean, Tony & Elizabeth Ann LaurieChiswell, Douglas & Jo Lovejoy, Geoff & Anne Nicholls,
Colin & Mu Pape, Bob Roberts, Mike Russell, Judy Day, Bill
and Viv Sharpe, Colin & Sylvia Shortis, Derek Thomas, Ann
Tucker, and Simon Young.
London Dinner - Friday 18th November
The Club held its AGM and London Dinner at the Victory
Services Club for the first time after an inadvertent doublebooking by The Rifles Club meant a new venue had to be
sought. Selection of this new location proved propitious
as 60 members attended - rather more than would have
fitted into Davies Street - and this was a post-Rifles record
attendance. This was partly due to the decision by members
of 1st Battalion who served in Iraq on Op Telic 8 in 2006 to
use the dinner as a venue for their 10th anniversary reunion.
In the event, 18 were able to make it from around the world
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which was a great effort. There were also a few who hadn’t
attended for a number of years. Maybe it was the change to
a Friday evening (a decision taken at the AGM a year before)
which made it more attractive, particularly for the younger
element. During the AGM it was agreed unanimously that
Toffer Beattie would take over as Chairman from Bryan
Dutton. Before the meal we posed for a group photo. John
Gaye’s normal excellence at photography let him down (or
maybe it was the waitress who pressed the button’s fault),
but thankfully Rich Coles’ phone did the job. We enjoyed an
excellent meal produced by the Club’s caterers and it was
served most efficiently. Bryan Dutton presided and read the
Loyal Greetings sent to HM The Queen, as well as the reply
from The Palace. Suffice it to say that there were some fairly
sore heads the next morning. Members attending the dinner
were: Jeremy Archer, Nick Barron, Toffer Beattie, Phil Bray,
Bobby Ryan, Richard Bryan, James Bryant, Rich Camp, Joe
Cavanagh, Richard Coles, Simon Davies, Bryan Dutton,
Mark Endersby, Andy Gales, John Gaye, Rupert Gibb, Mark
Gidlow-Jackson, Dave Godfrey, Rich Ham, David Harrison,
Jim Hewitt, Will Hipkiss, James Hunt, Ant Hurst, K Ireland,
Humphrie James, Dai Jones, Mark Jones, Nigel Josling, Will
Keith, Martin King, Mike Kinney, Simon Langdon, Angus
Lawson, Jeremy Lillies, Matt Maynard, James Murray,
Geoff Nicholls, Hugh O’Neil Roe, Jeremy Osborne, Colin
Pape, Mike Richardson, Tom Robertson, Charles Rogers,
Will Scrase, Bill Sharpe, David Shaw, Colin Shortis, Rupert
Steptoe, Richard Toomey, Tony Trevis, Paul Uden, Aaron
West, Nick White, Mark Whitehouse, Iwan Williams, Mike
Wills, Ed Wingfield, Simon Woodiwiss, Simon Young.
The photos opposite show members at the Dorchester Lunch,
West County Dinner and the London Dinner.

Plymouth, late Devonshire Regiment,
Branch
Here I am thinking we’re all done and dusted for a while;
put your feet up time, when along comes the letter from
RHQ - get your finger out, your Newsletter article is due!
Let’s do the sad part first. We have lost four of our comrades
during the past year - John Hodge, Sid Mitchell, Clifford
Coleman and Ray Farley. They all served in different
battalions of the Devons and all were the best of comrades.
Then we learned of the sad demise of dear old George Woolner.
George had been a very good friend to us and we will miss
him. A warning order has been sent out to our remaining
eleven comrades - anyone else who decides to slip away will
be dealt with severely!”
We were involved in a prickly situation in May. The Minster
Church in Plymouth - St Andrew’s - was about to remove
the Colours of the 5th Battalion from their honoured place.
Armed with the relevant paperwork and photographs we
arrived at the vestry, ready to do battle. However Reverend
Joe Dent was most gracious, assuring us that the Colours
would remain in situ and that a place was guaranteed for
the Branch Standard. The accompanying pictures show the
Colours today and the original service in 1954 during which
they were laid up - carrying the King’s Colour is Capt G G
Baker, the Regimental Colour is carried by Capt C Sture and
the escorts include WO2 J Myall and Sgt R Sellick. The CO,
Lt Col The Lord Clifford and the Colonel of the Regiment,
Brig Borradaile are also present.
Here’s a short story for readers: Time and date - 0700 hrs 1st
June 2016. Place - The Citadel, Plymouth. Elderly gentleman
with long white hair, wispy beard carrying a walking stick
nears the sentry box, with trepidation. After being halted by
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the sentry. ‘Rodders’ asks “When are they going to blow the
whistle?” “Whistle, what whistle - are you on something
mate?” comes the reply. After further questions and answers
the penny drops that the elderly gentleman was enquiring
about the Somme Centenary Remembrance parade. “Wait
a mo” says the sentry and after a while he returns. “You’re
too early - the troops haven’t yet reached the start line - go
and have a lie down!” Was this polite old gent the same Cpl
Penney who almost caused a diplomatic incident in Libya in
1952 by lobbing 2” mortar bombs at a Libyan police station?
Enough was enough, got to be brutal - get a haircut and clean
shave - that took years off him. He made it to the Parade but then that’s his style. Our Old Comrade - well done Rod!
We parade on Remembrance Sunday in Salcombe. That
incline gets steeper every year as does the warmth we receive
from the good townsfolk. Close your eyes and you could have
been in some tropical paradise. The main event focussed on
the Battle of the Somme, but Salcombe had its own private
tragedy in 1916 which was the loss of thirteen members of
its life boat crew. Their successors paraded en masse with a
RNLI standard, supported strongly by members of the public.
On October 25th we held our luncheon at the Duke of

Cornwall hotel, where all eleven of us had a most enjoyable
session and we had a winner of the Regimental Lottery Reg Hollins who helps look after our interests as part of the
Plymouth Veterans Association.
Here’s a short poem which nicely sums us up:
The Devons’ Plymouth OCA
A Code of Loyalty is theirs.
So sad their ranks have dwindled
O’er the passing years.
Annual Camps remembered,
Parades on Plymouth Hoe.
Drill nights at Mutley Barracks,
It does seem so long ago.
Looking through old photos
Brings a teardrop to the eye;
All those cheerful faces,
Of the days gone by.
But as each comrade passes on,
It heartens one to say,
‘Old Soldiers never die,
They only fade away’.

LJB
So what next for the Branch? We will soldier on and
thankfully our excellent meeting place will not be closing
which is great news. So, it is suspended hibernation for me
then I’ll be ready to bat again. Our best wishes to all of you
around both counties.
Semper Fidelis
F J Kent
Secretary
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Kenya Vets
Plymouth Branch
Plymouth Branch has had a steady year with numbers holding
to an average of 13 members attending our monthly meetings.
One of our main annual functions is the Christmas disco/
buffet and we enjoyed a particularly good one last year just
after we submitted our notes and were able to follow it up
again this year.
Our Standard had a few outings this year paying our respects
to fallen comrades which is never an easy outing for those

involved particularly when the person being remembered
was a personal friend or colleague.
Our Remembrance Parade has started to attract a few nonregimental patrons as they feel that we present a less stuffy
and more comfortable personal service. The group photo
attached shows the Devon and Dorsets who attended the
annual Service this year. We meet for Remembrance at the
obelisk on the Hoe alongside the Citadel, which has one of
the Devon battle honours engraved on it.
Away from home, Mike Murphy visited Valkensward in
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Holland to lay a wreath on his father’s war grave during a
Commemoration Service. He also sought out other graves
where members of the Regiment were buried and laid
wreaths on behalf of the Branch as can be seen from the
photos attached. John is pictured (front left) among those
who attended the Service and relaxing afterwards.
Jed Stone was sent on an undercover mission to the
Norfolk Broads to locate Hitler’s gold but as you will see
from the photo he was fooling no one! We as a branch were
not particularly optimistic that he would succeed as he had
previously failed miserably to find the fabled Tamerton Foliot
Treacle Mine!
Syd Davies
Chairman

Poole Branch
Hello from your friends in the Poole Branch. Christmas
has come and gone again, and we are well into 2017 by
the time this is read! We enjoyed a scrumptious meal at the
appropriately-named ‘The Dorset Soldier’ pub to celebrate
Christmas 2016. They always treat us royally, and such large
portions, while our raffle raised £50 for charity.
In August, we were very proud when our second oldest
member, Reg Cossins, was made a Chevalier of the Legion
d’Honneur. The award was presented by the Mayor,
accompanied by councillors and members of the Regimental
Association, with the local press in attendance too (see
separate article). Everyone tucked into a huge buffet laid on

by the Ex-Servicemens’ Club in Poole. Reg’s Army records
show that he landed in Normandy, fought his way through
France, Belgium and Holland and crossed into Germany.
There he saw at first hand the horrors of the concentration
camps. But one thing he will not divulge is the reason behind
his Citation from Field Marshal (then General) Montgomery.
Not even his family know, although we feel it must have been
something really special. He says that it was in the past, and
best stays in the past, so we reluctantly respect his wishes.
Our branch, as many others, had Normandy Veterans among
their membership, who fought and suffered in that campaign.
Many have sadly passed away before the French Government
decided on this award, and should not be forgotten. We will
remember them.
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Most of our members are in the ‘higher age’ bracket, and
find it difficult to attend parades etc, but we do our best. Our
Standard Bearer and Chairman, Bill Hutchings, is kept very
busy during the year and we really appreciate his efforts.
We have been invited by the Purbeck Branch to travel with
them in September to the National Memorial Arboretum for
the Dedication of the new Regimental Memorial and we’re
ally really looking forward to the ceremony which will give
us the opportunity of meeting members of other branches.
So, once more, sincere best wishes from Poole Branch, who
still meet on the second Friday of each month at 2.15pm.
All are welcome at Poole Ex-Servicemens’ Club in North
Road, Poole.
Jean Hart

Purbeck Branch
It is that time of year
for all contributors to
the Newsletter to rack
their brains in trying
to remember what has
happened in the past
twelve months and when!
Once again, the Branch
started the year with
its New Year Social on
Saturday 23rd January at
the Clay Pipe Inn, Holton
Heath, where some 40
members and guests
(including members from former Sandford British Legion
Ladies’ Section) had an evening of bingo, skittles, horse
racing and a grand draw. The Clay Pipe again provided their
excellent buffet of ‘meals in a basket’.
The Branch had a busy month in March. Firstly, on the 5th a
good number of members and guest attended the Rededication
of the Regimental Chapel at Sherborne Abbey, followed by
an excellent buffet at the Digby Hall. Then on Saturday the
19th a very large number of members and guests joined the
Branch’s oldest member, Harry Carter, and his family for
the Presentation of his Legion D’Honneur by the French
Envoy from Bristol (see photo). The presentation was held
at the Grand Hotel Swanage and followed by an afternoon
tea which also celebrated Harry and Audrey’s Platinum
Wedding celebrations and which was much enjoyed by the
large number who attended. On Wednesday 30th March the
Branch held it’s AGM, when the attendance was 16 Branch
members, being a good attendance considering the time of
year and the fact it is the AGM!
We then had a quieter couple of months until June, which
was very busy; commencing on the 6th when nearly 40
members and guests joined the Exeter Branch for an excellent
Battlefield tour of the Somme returning on Saturday the
11th. The next day I joined Lt Col Mike Richardson for the
first public outing of the Memorial Fundraising Stand at the
Burton (near Christchurch) Armed Forces Day, which was
very successful. Then on Friday 17th June 20 members and
guests attended the regular monthly reading of the names
of the fallen, at Sherborne Abbey; after which the Branch
presented a cheque to the Abbey towards the upkeep of the
Regimental Chapel. This was followed the next day by the last
Hong Kong, Korea and Malaya reunion in the Marnhull RBL
hall, at which funds were raised for the Dorset and Somerset
Air Ambulance and attended by a number of the Branch. On
Sunday 19th June the usual large contingent of the Branch,
with all Branch Standards, attended the Veterans’ Parade in
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Weymouth. Again, this year, the event was organised for the
Borough by two of our members, Rob Price and Ken Chivers.
July, as usual, was the penultimate Minden Reunion in
Dorchester, which included a number of branch members and
Standards - a full report on this event can be seen elsewhere
in this newsletter. Again several members of the Branch and
their wives/partners assisted Major Nick Speakman with
the running of the event on what was a very pleasant day.
Also one of the Branch members, Ken Shipton, received his
Regimental Association President’s Award.
At the beginning of September Branch members and
guests attended the very popular coffee morning, held in the
Gillingham Town Hall, and organised by Gillingham Branch
in aid of The Rifles C4C Charity. On the 25th a number
of members and guests and Standards attended the Rifles
Freedom of Blandford Ceremony.
The end of October was busy with the Tirah Memorial
Ceremony in Borough Gardens, Dorchester on Wednesday
26th, attended by considerable number of Branch Members
and guests who appreciated the coffee and biscuits at the Keep
afterwards, as it was very cold at the Memorial! Following
this was the Branch Dinner on Saturday 29th attended by 35
members and guests, who enjoyed a very substantial carvery
at the Clay Pipe Inn, Holton Heath.
On 13th November, Remembrance Sunday, the Branch had
good number of members and guests and Standards attending
Remembrance at the Sandford Memorial. There was a church
service in Sandford Junior School afterwards, attended by
many of the Parish of Sandford, as well as the Branch. The
Branch then adjourned to the Clay Pipe Inn where a very
substantial buffet was enjoyed by the assembled company
of Branch members and guests.
We are now looking forward to the Dedication of the
Regimental Memorial in September next year; and have
begun preparing to take a coach on a 3 day trip from Dorset.
Should there be any Old Comrades or those still serving who
wish to join us at 1430 hours at the Keep Military Museum
on the last Wednesday of January, then in the Skittle Alley at
The Clay Pipe Inn, Organford Road, Holton Heath at 1930
hours on the last Wednesday of March, May and November;
and in the Summer months on the last Wednesday of July
and September at the Wool RBL, Colliers Lane, Wool
commencing at 1930 hours; please contact me - Geoff Galpin
at 1 Kelly Close, Poole, Dorset BH17 8QP or by E-mail
geoffrey.galpin@btinternet.com
Geoff Galpin
Secretary

Recce Platoon

34

THE DEVONSHIRE AND DORSET REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

This was our 10th anniversary of the Recce/COP Reunion
and Torquay was again the favoured venue. This year it was
Appleby’s which is located on Torquay’s sea front with
stunning views out over the Bay.
I arrived about 7.30pm with my wife Sarah, to be greeted
by the usual advanced party! They know who they are, and
there were immediate shouts of “Get them in Squid, it’s your
round” etc. It was great to see everyone, Bob Barnes arrived
just after me and by 8pm just about all who were attending
were there. But there was still no sign of Gordon Davey who
had said he was definitely coming and it was very unusual
for him to be late because, as most people know, he likes to
get an early cheap round in before the crowd gets too big!
Anyway he eventually turned up with his lovely wife to loud
applause. Needless to say it was an expensive night for the
old fella; apparently his map reading skills let him down, so
nothing new there, then!
The Reunion as always was fabulous and it amazes me
how far people travel to be there. So thank you to all for
being so dedicated to this little get-together and we all look
forward to next year.
Semper Fidelis,
Ken Squires

Salisbury Plain Focal Point
Our group continues to meet up on the last Saturday of each
month. Numbers meeting tend to go up and down through the
year but life doesn’t seem to slow down much for anybody.
The main thing is we are there for anybody who wants to
drop in and catch up with old friends.

We try and find some variety through the year and thanks
go as always to Lyn Selby for sorting out our accommodation
in Exeter for the Regimental Reunion, Pete Duncan for our
Summer Walk and Keith Symons reminding everybody what’s
happening, arranging a visit to Winchester College and not
forgetting all the work he puts into organising the Annual Quiz.
On the 2nd of April eight of our group (Keith and Pat, Dave
and Sue , Pete and Liz, and Paul and Lesley) arrived at the
porters lodge of Winchester College on a sunny afternoon
to be met at the gate by our tour guide, Ken O’Brien. From
there we proceeded, after a short introduction, through the
gate and were given a marvellous tour, including the private
war memorial garden, the chapel and the dining room,
which looked straight out of a Harry Potter set. In fact, we
learned that several films have used the college, including
Les Miserables. The tour lasted about an hour and was given
with great insight and knowledge. Our guide did himself
and the college proud. From there we proceeded to a local
hostelry and consumed a little alcohol and feasted on a super
dinner, before leaving for home. A couple of photos taken
during and after the tour are included.
In May the normal gang attended the Reunion in Exeter,
although one of the party did not get to make the parade,
Corn Exchange or the evening in the White Ensign Club!
For our meet on Saturday 30th August, five members got
together at The Bell in Winchester around 5.50pm for a pint
and to discuss whether to expend energy completing a walk
of some 3 miles or to bin the walk and just settle down for
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other activities through the year (meeting up for a meal seems
the most popular option). If you are in the area why not come
along and join us at some stage through the year as we are
always happy to see new faces.
John Clift

Semper Fidelis Dinner Club

a session! It was a close decision but it was decided that as
supper hadn’t been booked until 7.30pm, we’d better do the
walk. The casting vote went to John Clift and surprisingly,
he voted that we walk! Anyway, an hour later and we returned
to the pub after what had proved a very pleasant stroll over
the meadows and beside the River Itchen to be met by Dave
and Sue who came along for the booze and scran - sensible
people. The photos show the walkers at the half way point.
Roll on next year with a different venue.
The next main event in our calendar was Keith’s Annual Quiz
which was held on 29th October. Again he did a brilliant job
of putting together a large number of questions to challenge
all areas of our general knowledge. Split into pairs we set
about them and it was a close run thing with Pat and I being
declared the winners - by half a point!
We rounded 2016 off with an early ‘Christmas’ meal on 26th
November which was organised by Dave and Sue Cray. The
venue was the Chalk Hill Blue (just of the A303) at Andover
and a very enjoyable time was had by all.
Dates and timings for our meetings in 2017 are at the front
of the Newsletter, unless otherwise stated they will be Social
Evenings at the RBL in Andover although we do try to find

The Club again met in the Babbacombe Hotel, Torquay over
22nd - 23rd October for a weekend of merriment and to rekindle old friendships. With live entertainment on both nights
it was good to see members enjoying a little ‘line dancing’
and an ‘old soft shoe shuffle’ from Messrs Ali and Chugg
before the main music events. Unfortunately there is always
a price to pay if you burn yourself out on the Friday evening
/ Saturday morning and with all his years of experience, he
won’t mind me telling you this, Dave Ali never made Dinner
on Saturday evening!! And it was a very tasty one at that.
Although the numbers attending are less than in previous
years the lay out of the dining room this year was great - small
but intimate, and it both worked and looked great, so a big
thank- you to all Committee Members for their hard work
throughout the year getting everything organised.
Members who attended this year were as follows: Graham
Balston, Pat and Rose Hendrick, Dave and Rita Castle, Kelvin
and Val Latham, Dave and Val Diggle, Ken and Cynthia
Chivers, Dave Ali and his son, Pat Beazer, Dave and Julie
Miller, John Clift, Whippit and Lyn Clark, Jerry Hughes, H
Hilton, Chuggie and John Wibberley.
I have said this over the past years but, if you have not been
for a while then please give your Club the support that it
needs to continue, and let’s make 2017 a big Dinner Reunion,
remember, family members are most welcome as your guests.
Semper Fidelis
Whippit
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Torbay Focal Point
The Torbay Focal Point took part in the very successful
Remembrance Day parade in Torquay, laying a wreath in
memory of fallen comrades. The mood lightened considerably
when members downed a pint or two in a local pub after the
parade.

Welsh Focal Point
The first meeting of the year was held in Abergavenny
on 22nd July, when there was another great turnout of 37
members. Among the new faces were Buff Rose and Nigel
Swedecon Couldwell. Thanks for making the effort guys.
The Swan Hotel did us proud with excellent quality food
and liquid refreshment. It was a sunny day and we were able
to spend some time outside which helped with taking some
good photos, one of which shows Mike Coker, Kerry and
Phil Mountjoy and Mike’s wife Deborah.
The next meeting held on 18th November meant a change
of venue as the Swan had been sold and is now a Solicitor’s
office! Turnout this time was 27 with new attendees being
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Chris Day and Roger Foster. Well done guys. Our meeting
took place at the King’s Head, just up the road from the
Swan, where we had exclusive use of the back room for the
whole evening. The establishment is owned by a group of
Nepalese who were most helpful and there are more rooms
available if required.
At this meeting it was decided to initiate a general purpose
fund with a starter of £5 from all present which should help
with making all the arrangements. The next meeting was
booked for 23rd June 2017.
This Focal Point is open to all Janners, not just those from
Wales. It has always had great attendance from ‘Outsiders’
coming from a range of places all over the UK. So don’t be
shy guys, give it a go. And if you can’t get a room at the
King’s Head there are plenty of other hostelries nearby. The
more the merrier!
Brian Duff
SEMPER FIDELIS

Weymouth Branch
‘Once upon a time’; a nice way to start a story for this year’s
Veterans Parade in Weymouth, so let’s begin at the start where
both John Clift and myself attended the Broadmayne Fete to
help raise funds for our Memorial Fund. We spent the morning
chatting and raising awareness to those who were willing to
listen and hopefully pledge some money which we were very
grateful for. The area of Broadmayne was a site recognised
as a ‘holding area’ for the troops and their vehicles about to
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cross the channel during the War. To this day, every year the
village allows the parade of many different military vehicles
and soldiers to form up and show off their equipment. It’s
well worth a visit if you are in the area.   
After packing up we moved on to the evening festivities,
where on parade this year were the following: Dave and Julie
Miller, Sean Drewitt and his son, John Clift, Bert Truesdale,
Lynne Wrixon, Arthur and Jan Cargill RE, Sal Harris, Alex
and Heather Cormack, Alan and Sue England, Dave and Julie
Ellis RTR, Phil Gardener, Mick Sherry RN, Pete O’Inn, Dave
Tite, John and Debbie Arnold, Dinger Bell, James and Sarah
Simons RN, Steve Dally, Henry Forder, Mick Jarrett, Will
Hunt, Bob Strickland and Whippit and Lyn Clark. With a
mixture like that you might now realize why I started like I did!
The sun always seems to shine on us for this event and the
group met for breakfast and a ‘warmer into the bank’ or two.
The many thousands that turn out to support the Veterans
Parade is incredible and their support is greatly appreciated
by all the marchers. At this stage we should also say a big
‘Thank You’ to Ken Chivers, Lofty Janes and Kev Latham
for their dedication to the parade as marshals and for keeping
us all in order!
At the end of the march we had a photo shoot in front of the
Memorial Stand erected by Mike Richardson before moving
onto our first port of call.
We attended many bars during the evening but as is the
norm, we ended up in the RAFA Club, who always welcome
us each year with open arms. There will always be rivalry
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when you have such a diverse group as ours, and this night
was to be no different. Once the glasses were charged the
singing (if it can be called that!) commenced, ably started off
by John Arnold leading the way for the D and Ds and this was
closely followed by Mick Sherry from the Royal Navy. Not
to be outdone, the President of the RAFA Club came back
with his version of the Dambuster’s March to much applause
from the captive audience.
After a while we moved on to what has now become our
traditional final bar whether it is the Veterans weekend or the
Remembrance Parade - we always end up at the The Royal
Oak, where the atmosphere and the live music is just great.
Most, at this stage, call it a day so they are fully functional
for the marching parade the next day, some don’t!
This is where we now go back to the start of the story, as
you may remember reading to your children ‘once upon a
time’; by the end they would normally be asleep, well that’s
still true today even as an adult! I was woken and placed into
a taxi, but that was not until they had all eaten an evening
meal; friends, what can I say or add.
Next year’s parade will take place on Sunday June 18th
2017, why not come along and increase our Regimental
numbers on parade. You are guaranteed a warm welcome
here in Weymouth.  

Our second event this year was the traditional Weymouth
Remembrance Parade. Numbers were down a little over
previous years but that did not detract from a very well
organised parade with hundreds of spectators on a warm and
sunny day. Thanks must go to Kelvin Latham and Lofty Janes
for their dedicated commitment to the conduct of this parade.
As is the norm now, we met just after 0815 hrs for breakfast
and a couple of swift ‘wet ones’ before slowly making our
way to the parade start point. This year on parade were the
following: Blackie, Wayne Wigley, Steve Reynolds, Dave
Miller, Phil Gardener, Whippit, Lofty Vowles, brothers Dave
and Steve Ellis and John Price from the RTR as well as Jan
and Arthur Cargill RE.
On completion of the parade we met up with our families and
enjoyed the remainder of the day visiting as many watering
holes as we could, each and every one welcoming the group,
finishing in the Royal Oak where you just ‘cannot not have a
good time’! With the mix of live music and great company we
partied into the evening. A standing ovation for my singing
was totally un-expected and not, as some were heard to say,
due to the lack of seating!
Thank you to everyone for making the effort and please
pass the word around and let’s keep our cap badge on show.
Whippit Clark

The Regimental Charities
The two Regimental Charities, The Regimental Association
Charity and the Regimental Charity continue to support
Regimental activities. Their purposes are slightly different and
are available for public scrutiny on the Charity Commission
website www.charity-commission.gov.uk which also shows
information such as the annual accounts. The accounts are
audited by a firm of chartered accountants in Exeter. In outline,
the Association looks after the people while the Charity looks
after everything else such as chapels, memorials, property,
etc. The Regimental Trustees supervise both charities and
are drawn from the different parts of the Regiment, including
some members of The Rifles who were previously Devon
and Dorsets.
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Maj Gen Bryan Dutton is the Chairman of Trustees and other
Trustees are: Capt Jeremy Archer, Maj Gen Rupert Jones,
Lt Col Geoff Nicholls (also the Secretary), Maj Colin Pape,
Lt Col Bill Sharpe, Brig Richard Toomey and Brig Simon
Young. 				

Regimental Chapels

The redevelopment of the Regimental Chapel in Sherborne
Abbey was formally completed with the re-dedication
ceremony in March (a full report appears later in the
Newsletter). The Chapel is now “The Regimental Chapel of
the Dorset Regiment and Devonshire and Dorset Regiment”
- the first time that we have had a Chapel in Dorset. Two
pairs of Devon and Dorset Colours have been mounted on
the walls, while a large wooden Devon and Dorset badge has
been carved and now hangs beside a similar Dorset Regiment
badge. A new cabinet to house the Books of Remembrance
has also been constructed. It is long enough to be able to
display the Rolls of Honour of The Dorsets from both World
Wars, Sherborne Town as well as the Devon and Dorsets
(and Rifles). The Books are displayed open for the first time
and look splendid. Underneath the Colours are descriptive
notices explaining where the Battalion was based while the
Colours were in use and what operational tours they took
part in. Having a Chapel in each county gives us a spiritual
home in both Devon and Dorset for the first time and will be
a lasting legacy to our Regiment, providing a local place of
Remembrance for many members of the Association.

The Regimental Memorial

The project to erect a regimental memorial at the National
Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire has been well publicised
in a number of other places, not least the Association Website
which has been showing the running total of donations which
has already surpassed the target, much to the surprise of many.

Hopefully, the total donations will require the Trustees to draw
down only a small amount from invested funds which is a
tremendous effort by Association members and regimental
supporters. So, please don’t stop donating! Everyone who
donates will be listed in the Donor’s Book which is being
specially produced and which will be on display in
the Keep Military Museum.
Suffice it to say that the whole process is on target
for the Dedication Ceremony on 17th September,
details of which appear in the notice enclosed with this
Newsletter. As you’re reading this the artist, Vivian
Mallock, is heavily involved in producing the actual
bronze statues while the stonemasons, Phoenix Ltd
from Ferndown in Dorset, are producing the engraved
stonework. They will also be responsible for the
groundworks, such as the path, information board, etc.
The only disappointment has been that the National
Memorial Arboretum authorities have informed
Trustees that they will not permit the erection of the
intended stone benches in front of the memorial.
Trustees tried to persuade the NMA to change their
mind, but to no avail. Luckily, there are wooden
benches in the area, so visitors will have the
opportunity to sit down and appreciate the memorial,
which had always been the intention.
The photos show members of the fundraising team
in Burton and Exeter. The Weymouth Branch notes
include a photo of the team and supporters after the
Veteran’s Day parade. The picture above shows the
Northern Ireland figure in clay at the artist’s studio,
ready to be transformed into the final bronze.
Please have a look at the website on a regular basis
for updates on this exciting project.
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The Regimental Reunion
Saturday 21st May dawned ominously overcast with heavy
drizzle, as Devon and Dorsets from the length and breadth
of Britain, and from abroad, made their way to Exeter for
our annual Regimental Reunion. This was the tenth reunion
we have conducted since our Regiment merged to form The
Rifles in 2007 and we used the now tried, tested and popular
daytime formula, but with a twist!
The day commenced with our Annual General Meeting. This
is an important event, as it provides a forum for members,
and allows the Association Committee to progress new ideas.
Among the topics discussed was, of course, the plan to erect
our own regimental memorial at the National Memorial
Arboretum.
Next came our march through Exeter. This was a most
stirring event, and more than 200 members were on parade;
a magnificent showing. The Devon Army Cadet Force and
our own Regimental Standards led the way, as we proceeded
smartly in two guards. As ever, we received a hugely warm
reception from the people of Exeter. A few members managed
to extract themselves from The Ship Inn in time to give a
rousing cheer as the parade passed - they may make it onto
the parade next year!
Using the new format, we finished the march at the front
of the Cathedral forming a hollow square for the inspection.
We strive to preserve the memory and traditions of our
Regiment and remember our fallen. We do this through a

simple drumhead act of worship, which was led this year
by Chaplain, the Rev Simon Farmer, who served with the
battalion in Germany. A few hiccups will be corrected for
next year! There then followed the President’s Awards for
those who have contributed extensively to our Association
for prolonged periods. This year the worthy recipients were
Mike Amor, Bea Fitzgerald and John Morphey.
The parade was then fallen out to make their way to the
Corn Exchange for beer, buffet and chatter. Notable amongst
the meetings, conversations and humour, was the especially
warm and friendly atmosphere that pervaded this year, and
the attendance by many members who we have not seen for a
while. It is a particular delight to meet such old friends again,
and splendid that we seem to grow in strength as time goes on.
The raffle concluded, we closed up after tea. In what has
now become a cheerful routine. With the great success of the
Reunion After Party held at the Exeter White Ensign Club in
past years many went to get ready for what promised to be
another great evening.
As ever, many people contributed to making the day happen.
Very many thanks to you all, especially to our committee
that put a great deal of effort to make this a special day for
all. If you were present, we hope you enjoyed it. If you are
a D and D and were not there, you missed something rather
special. We very much hope to see you next year.
Bill Sharpe, Chairman
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The Keep Military Museum
Generally speaking another good year for The
Keep; the summer was a little too hot and sunny,
thus tending to limit museum attendance in
favour of Dorset’s beaches, but spring and
autumn were really quite buoyant, ensuring
that we finished up on 2015 in terms of visitor
numbers and shop spend.
2016 was, of course, the centenary of the Battle
of the Somme and our displays reflected this, with
new exhibitions on 1st Dorsets at Authuille and
8th and 9th Devons at Mametz. The reconstructed
trench continues to give good service.
Looking ahead, we are currently refurbishing
the ground floor guardroom cell and will
be installing a new exhibition on “Military
Punishment” as well as an examination of
the Shot At Dawn controversy. As part of this
exhibition, the cell railings, which were not an
original feature, have been removed, making it
possible for visitors to sit on a spartan bunk in
the cell and contemplate their crimes…
In staffing terms, we are pleased to welcome
Alexia Sully, our new Deputy Curator, who joined
us in May. Alexia has taken on responsibility for
our museum shop and front of house facility, as
well as a plethora of other tasks.
On the principle of “one in, one out” Helen
Jones, the museum’s Research Coordinator, has The Trench Experience.
taken well-earned retirement after fifteen years’
service. Her role is now being filled by Jane Mills, one of
wives, organised by the indefatigable Steve Keane. This
our excellent corps of volunteers.
excellent six day event took in the Ypres Salient, Loos, Vimy
Back in June, the Curator and former Curator, Chris Copson
Ridge and the Somme and was greatly enjoyed by all - well
and Colin Parr, were delighted to lead a battlefield tour for
done Steve!
a coach contingent of Regimental Old Comrades and their
Finally, and on a more sober note, many of you will have
seen media reports relating to the closure of a number of
military museums. Without going into huge detail, as the
museum of a Forming Regiment and for a variety of other
reasons, we are in a strong position to resist the winds of
change. We are certainly not in any immediate danger and
are acting to ensure that we have the necessary resources to
overcome whatever challenges the future - and a shrinking
Defence budget - may hold.
Chris Copson
Curator

Top: Part of the 1916 display.
Right: Marabout Barracks in the late
1920s.
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Events
Service of Rededication in Sherborne Abbey
Previous Newsletters have highlighted the changes made
to the Lady Chapel in Sherborne Abbey, with a number of
Devon and Dorset additions being made to what was formerly
the Chapel of the Dorset Regiment. But such changes can
only be “made official” with a Service of Rededication. So,
Saturday 5th March was a memorable day for the Regiment
because for the first time we had a spiritual home in Dorset.
We were joined by the Lord-Lieutenants of both counties as
well as Mrs Val Pitt-Rivers, the previous Lord-Lieutenant of
Dorset who had been such a strong supporter of the Regiment
during her time in office. The High Sheriff of Dorset, the
MP for North Dorset and all fifteen Freedom Mayors were
present, highlighting the esteem with which our Regiment
is remembered in the two counties. It was also good to see
members of The Rifles present, led by former Devon and
Dorset Lt Col Nev Holmes.
The Regimental attendees included all living previous
Colonels of the Regiment and over 200 all ranks. Notably,
16 Standards were on parade under the command of Ken
Chivers and they played an important part in proceedings.

With everyone seated, the Service began with a memorable
bugle fanfare played by WO1 Tony Cox and four other
members of Devon Army Cadet Force, two of whom proudly
wore scarlets from our former Regimental Band. A particularly
moving Service was conducted by The Reverend Canon Eric
Woods, Vicar of Sherborne Abbey, with assistance from our
new Regimental Association Chaplain, the Reverend Canon
Anna Norman-Walker. The former Bishop of Sherborne
and Bishop to the Armed Forces, John Kirkham, conducted
the Rededication itself. He is, of course, an old friend of the
Regiment, having conducted the Laying Up of Colours in
Exeter Cathedral in 2007. There were seven members of the
clergy present, with former 1 D and D padres John Holliman
and Ray Jones as well as Peter Huxham (a former Dorset) and
Roger Burt (a former Garrison Padre). The Service ended with
a stirring rendition of the Regimental March by the organist.
Afterwards, everyone walked the short distance to the
Digby Memorial Church Hall for a light lunch provided by
the excellent local firm Dorset Delights (they deserve the
mention!) with a pop-up bar provided by the nearby Digby
Tap pub. It proved to be an opportunity to meet friends and
renew acquaintances in particularly convivial surroundings
- a Regimental Reunion by any other name.
So, eventually, Association members made their way home
having attended a significant and memorable Regimental
event. Significant because we now have a spiritual home in
both counties where members can go to commemorate the
Regiment’s achievements and remember the comrades who
gave their lives for their country.
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Memorial Plaque in Memory of Corporal Veale VC
A memorial stone was unveiled in Dartmouth’s Royal Avenue
Gardens on 20th July in memory of Corporal Theodore
Veale, 8th Battalion the Devonshire Regiment, exactly 100
years after he went into no man’s land to rescue a wounded
officer during the First World War, an action for which he
was awarded the Victoria Cross.
Many members of the Association were present, including
a number of Standard Bearers, while Major Nick Speakman
had brought Veale’s medals from the Keep Museum.
The unveiling was led by Councillor Peter Smerdon,
chairman of South Hams Council, who explained that Veale
had been born in Dartmouth and had been the first man in
the town to volunteer for the Army at the outbreak of the war.
He went on to say that 469 Victoria Cross commemorative
stones were being laid across Britain between 2014 and 2018,
one hundred years after the awards were originally made.
Dartmouth Mayor Councillor Rob Lyon related that

Corporal Veale went into no man’s land not just once, but five
times, to rescue the wounded, including Lieutenant Eric Savill.
Corporal Veale’s son-in-law and granddaughter, John
(photographed speaking) and Jenny Grindell, were present
to unveil the new stone and said how proud and privileged
they were to be able to attend the ceremony. Mrs Grindell
said “He was just a normal grandad to me, did all the things
that granddads do. He didn’t really talk about his Victoria
Cross, he saw it as just what he was trained to do. He always
had lots of stories to tell about the war but never the events
of the day that he won his cross. He was very humble about
it. My mum was obviously very, very proud of it, so she kept
telling me all the stories.”
Councillor Smeardon then read the citation which
accompanied the awarding of the VC ‘On the 20th of July
1916, east of Highwood, France, Private Veale, hearing that a
wounded officer, one Lieutenant Eric Saville, was lying in the
open within fifty yards of the enemy, went out and dragged
him into a shell-hole and then took him water.
‘As he could not carry the officer by himself, he fetched
volunteers, one of whom was killed almost at once. Heavy
fire necessitated leaving the wounded man in a shell hole
until dusk when Private Veale went out again with volunteers.
‘When an enemy patrol approached, he went back for
a Lewis Gun with which he covered the party while the
Lieutenant was carried to safety.’
To conclude the ceremony, Lieutenant Colonel Nev Holmes
recited Binyon’s famous lines: ‘They shall grow not old, as
we that are left grow old: Age shall not weary them, nor the
years condemn. At the going down of the sun and in the
morning, we will remember them.’
The new memorial is placed in front of an existing blue
plaque commemorating Corporal Veale’s gallantry.
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Somme Commemorative Service, Thiepval
On 30th June, during the Commemorative Service at Thiepval,
Prince Harry read ‘Before Action’ by Noel Hodgson.
As Jeremy Archer wrote in his book The Old West Country
Regiments, Lieutenant William Noel Hodgson was the
Bombing Officer of 9th Devons and is buried in Devonshire
Cemetery.
Known as ‘Smiler’, the son of the first Bishop of St.
Edmundbury and Ipswich, he was educated at Durham School
and Christ Church, Oxford and had been awarded the Military
Cross for gallantry during the Battle of Loos. As well as prose
published under a pseudonym, Edward Melbourne, he wrote
poetry. According to Ernest Crosse, Chaplain to 8th and 9th
Devons, there are “few more beautiful poems written during
the war than ‘Before Action’.” Hodgson knew quite well that
the chances were that he would be killed on the first day of
the Battle of the Somme. It wasn’t, as sometimes said, a case
of premonition. The chances were all in favour of that and
as an experienced officer he knew it.
To quote Crosse: “Two nights before the attack was due to
start he was billeted in a beautiful wood, Le Bois des Tailles,
about three miles behind the line. It was lovely summer
weather, and even nightingales could be heard at times. In
these surroundings Hodgson took up his pen and wrote,
with the memory of many wonderful sunsets which he had
witnessed from what is perhaps the finest view in all England,
Durham Cathedral, as seen from the hill to the west, where
the school at which he was educated is situated:
By all the glories of the day
And the cool evening’s benison,
By that last sunset touch that lay
Upon the hills when day was done,
By beauty lavishly outpoured

And blessings carelessly received,
By all the days that I have lived
Make me a soldier, Lord.
By all of man’s hopes and fears
And all the wonders poets sing,
The laughter of unclouded years,
And every sad and lovely thing:
By the romantic ages stored
With high endeavour that was his,
By all his mad catastrophes
Make me a man, O Lord.
I, that on my familiar hill
Saw with uncomprehending eyes
A hundred of Thy sunsets spill
Their fresh and sanguine sacrifice,
Ere the sun swings his noonday sword
Must say goodbye to all of this: By all delights that I shall miss,
Help me to die, O Lord.
Such thoughts as these must have been common to many
before a battle. But there are times when a man’s thoughts
are best left to himself, and though I lived with Hodgson at
this time, he never mentioned these to me. I buried him four
days later almost on the spot where I found his body, lying
beside that of his batman.”
Prince Harry’s reading of ‘Before Action’ was not the only
one made during the period - Maj Arthur Norman-Walker,
husband of our Association Chaplain, recited it at the closing
ceremony for the Shrouds of The Somme display in Exeter on
7th July and no doubt it featured at many other events as well.

Legion d’Honneur Awards
During the past year a number of Regimental Association
members have been awarded the French Legion d’Honneur
medal in recognition of their role in the liberty of the country
in World War Two.
In February Ron Beale from Portland and Tony Wills, 91,
from Misterton were presented with the award by the French
Consul Madame Josette Lebrat who said: “Today you are
made Knights of the Legion of Honour. You are the heroes
of the Second World War. Modern knights. We honour you.
We also remember your friends, those who did not make it
back. Thorough you and through this ceremony we honour
their sacrifice and their courage. It is through the courage of
men and women like you that our parents across the channel
were able to regain their freedom. On behalf of the French
Republic and on behalf of our parents, I would like to say a
warm thank you. Merci.”
Ninety-four-year-old Ron was born in Christchurch. He
arrived in Normandy with the 4th Dorsets in June 1944. In
August, the same day his best man was killed, Ron was hit by
a machine gun round and collapsed in a corn field. He recalled:
“I felt alone and frightened then. I couldn’t see anything but
I could hear colleagues firing away in the distance. In the tall
cornfields the wounded, who were unable to move, could
get lost or crushed by a tank or gun carrier.” He was spotted
by the Battalion’s Padre, Francis Musgrave, who was to die
himself later that day in a mortar attack.
On receiving the medal, Ron said: “I am very thrilled. I
think it’s a wonderful medal. It isn’t very often my friends

Reg Cossins.
and family get together on this scale.”
Tony was born in Misterton in 1925, joining the Dorset
Regiment in 1943. He was enlisted with the 5th Dorsets and
saw service with them through Normandy including at Hill
112 and Maltot. He said: “It’s a great honour to me. You
think more of your colleagues. I had the privilege of serving
with some of the finest men you could ever have and that’s
what gets me. I get very emotional when I think about them.”
Harry Carter was 18 when he embarked for Normandy. He
was engaged in carrying signals equipment and ammunition
forward and, on occasion, returning with wounded soldiers.
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Ron Beale and Tony Wills.
Denis Bounsall DCM.

Harry Carter
(right).
He was closely involved in the action at Eterville, Maltot and
Hill 112. On the way back from one of these sorties he stopped
to pick up a wounded soldier when his carrier was heavily
mortared. Harry was concussed and completely disorientated.
He was evacuated from the scene and repatriated. In late
September 1944 he returned to the Battalion, serving to the
end of hostilities.
Harry’s Grandson Simon Murray flew in from New Zealand
with his family. He said he was immensely proud of Harry.
“I’m choked, incredibly proud. I think the thing you realize
is we’re not all here together for very long, life is short. The
thing I just can’t believe is my Grandad over there, he went to
war at 16 and a half. I mean, bloody hell. It just really makes
you realize that they lived in a different world. It’s very, very
humbling. If I can live my life and be half that man, then I’ll

have done well. It’s bloody amazing. It could bring a tear to
your eye really easily. It’s very rare that as a man you stand
in a room and you’re in awe of all the men around you and
that’s how I feel today. It’s just amazing.”
Reg Cossins, 95, received his award at Poole on 12th August
from the Mayor Cllr Xena Dion, surrounded by his daughter
Val and many other family members. Landing in Normandy
just two weeks after D-Day, he fought as a signaller with the
Dorsets through France, Belgium, Holland and Germany,
finishing the War in Berlin. Mercifully, he escaped unscathed.
But his conduct did not go unrewarded as he was presented
with a Commendation by Field Marshal Montgomery
in person. Maj Nick Speakman, who organised Reg’s
presentation said: “Every night these men moved forward;
there was another hill, yet another village to take, yet another
street to cross under heavy fire. Every night they summoned
fresh reserves of strength and will from their exhausted bodies
and went forward against the mortars, the Spandaus and the
88s. This time they knew nothing was going to stop them,
and nothing did.” The letter Reg received from the French
Embassy read: “As we contemplate this Europe of peace, we
must never forget the heroes like you, who came from Britain
and the Commonwealth to begin the liberation of Europe by
liberating France. We owe our freedom and security to your
dedication, because you were ready to risk your life.”
Denis Bounsall DCM lives in New Zealand and received
his award there. The lady in the photo is Mrs Phyllis Doyle,
a member of the SOE who was parachuted into France before
D -Day in order to relay information gathered by the French
Resistance, to military planners in England. The venue was
Auckland Museum which Denis said “is a suitable venue for
a couple of nonagenarians”! Denis was a stretcher bearer with
1st Dorsets and was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal
for his gallantry during the advance towards Agira on Sicily.

Shrouds of the Somme
Many members of the Association were
involved in laying out, in Exeter, the display
of 19,240 small shrouded figures representing
all those who died on the first day of the Battle
of the Somme.
To mark the centenary of the beginning of
the Battle, local artist Rob Heard meticulously
wrapped and bound each 12-inch figure in
a hand-stitched shroud before crossing off
the name of the soldier represented on his
master list of the fallen provided by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
Rob began the project on his own in
December 2013, making 500 prototype
figures to see what the visual impact of that
would be and to see if he could get anyone
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to support his project.
Then in spring 2014 a chance meeting with Steve Knightley,
lead singer of folk band Show of Hands, led directly to the
creation of the ‘19,240 Shrouds of the Somme’ project. Steve
conceived of the idea of displaying these figures in his home
city of Exeter and engaged the Royal Albert Memorial
Museum, City Council and Exeter Foundation in the project.
In early December 2015 Rob began the arduous process of
making the rest of the figures to reach his target of 19,240 in
time for the public display of the artworks on the centenary
of the Battle of the Somme on the 1st of July 2016.
The concept was to highlight the fact that while it is easy
to say the number of those who were killed, it is almost
impossible now, 100 years on, to imagine the physical reality
of the bodies and the impact that these deaths had on the
friends and families of these individual soldiers or collectively,
upon society as a whole.
The display was laid out in Northernhay Gardens and
received worldwide publicity. There was a Service of
Remembrance on 6th July led by the Lord Mayor before the
figures were packed away. Major Arthur Norman-Walker had
the honour of reciting ‘Before Action’ by Lt Noel Hodgson

of 9th Devons during the Service.
The figures were back on display in the grounds of Bristol
Cathedral in November over the period of Remembrance.
The photos show the Shrouds in Exeter with Alan Hincke
and Paul McCullagh who were among those who helped
lay them out.

Topsham Remembers
At 0730 hrs on 1st July, exactly 100
years after the First Day of the Battle
of the Somme, the whistles which
signalled for men of the Devons to
go ‘over the top’ sounded again in
Topsham, among many other locations
around the country.
Members of the Association, led by
Maj Gen Colin Shortis, took part in a
moving ceremony which provided a
fitting commemoration of The Somme
Battles. Tony Cox and Tommy Trinder
sounded Last Post and Reveille while
Cliff Moore, Steve Keane and Dez
Mills carried Regimental Standards.

Shaftesbury Memorial
After a couple of years of local difficulties,
a Regimental Memorial was erected in
Mampitts Cemetery in Shaftesbury on the
evening of Thursday 28th July.
Originally erected on Park Walk, beside
the existing town war memorial, English
Heritage ordered that it be moved and the
Cemetery was chosen as the ideal new
location.
The Memorial is carved from Portland
stone and is approximately 6 feet high. It
encorporates the three Services badges as
well as those of The Dorsets, Devon and
Dorsets and Rifles.
In a nearby housing development three
further memorials with regimental badges
engraved on them have been erected.
Shaftesbury granted the Freedom of the
Town to the Devon and Dorsets in April 2000
and extended it to The Rifles in September
2009.
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Battlefield Tour 2016
Heather Cormack

Devonshire Regiment graves in Dud
Corner cemetery.

The Memorial at Butte The Thiepval Memorial.
de Warlencourt.

On 6th June 2016 at 0600hrs the Exeter Branch of the
Regimental Association left Exeter en route to Dover for a
Bespoke Battlefield Tour of the Ypres Salient and the Somme.
We went via Dorset to pick up members of the Minden Dorsets
and other Association members.
Good driving and luck with the traffic got us to the port
early and an earlier ferry so on arrival in France we visited
a chocolate shop (no good for the figure but delicious all the
same), cigarettes for the smokers (no good for the walks that
were planned) and wine for the connoisseurs (who were up
for anything after a couple of glasses).
Our early arrival allowed us to take in an extra battle site
Nieuport, the northern-most location of WW1, and we visited
the Prince Albert Memorial. The Dorsets saw action here
and there was evidence of bullet holes in the Memorial from
actions during WW2. Then we drove on to our hotel at ‘Lo’.
This was The Old Abbey where we stayed for three nights.
The food, drink and hospitality here was excellent and after
a few beers and getting to know the Dorset group an early
night (for some) as we had some busy days ahead.
Day 2. Off to the Ypres Salient. We started at Vancouver
Corner, with its fitting Memorial ‘The Brooding Solider’;
this was the site of one of the first gas attacks and where the
tank was first used during WW1. ‘Hill 60’ was our next stop,
where the Dorsets and Devons fought together and the Battle
Honour named after the hill was awarded to both Regiments.
We held a service and laid wreaths to both our regiments,
while a local Belgian sounded the Belgium Last Post. We
then walked around the Caterpillar Crater which was one of
the 19 craters blown on the Messines Ridge in June 1917.
We moved to Hooge Crater and Café for lunch, with time to
visit the Crater Cemetery, Hooge WW1 Museum and a local

Chateau which had been used as a Brigade HQ and which
still had its original trenches and bunkers.
In the afternoon we went to Poperinge which had been
a rear echelon town and visited the town hall where they
had a memorial, cells and a post for these ‘shot at dawn’.
Not nice. We then went for afternoon tea at ‘Talbot House’
where during WW1 all ranks could enjoy entertainment,
tea and cakes or visit the small chapel on the top floor for
confession, communion or prayer. On the way back to ‘Lo’
we visited a small CWGC for Sue and Geoff Galpin to pay
their respects to Sue’s relative. Our last stop for the day was
Essex Farm Cemetery which is co-located with the remains
of the field hospital where Lt Col John McCrae, wrote ‘In
Flanders Fields’ in May 1915. After a very moving day we
drove back to the hotel for dinner, live entertainment and
more getting to know each other.
The coach had started to play up, so they called the UK
to arrange an engineer to come to the hotel, investigate and
repair the fault, hopefully!
Day 3. We started with a visit to the Bayernwald Trench
System site. This site has been reconstructed so it is similar
to when L/Cpl Adolph Hitler was awarded The Iron Cross 1st
Class there. Back on to the coach (the coach was still playing
up, fingers crossed) and off to Ploegsteert and the site of the
Christmas Day Truce, where the famous football match was
played. Some of the trenches have been reconstructed and
the poppies were in full bloom for our visit; very moving;
this was also the area where Lt Col Winston Churchill had
his Battalion HQ. Lunch was taken at L’Auberge Ploegsteert,
opposite the Berks Cemetery, where a quite walk was taken
after lunch. Management had a pow-wow about the coach
and the afternoon’s plans were changed. We had to go back

Standards dipped at the Dorset Regiment Memorial. At the Devonshire Cemetery.
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The Canadian Memorial on Vimy Ridge.

The memorial at Hill 60.

to ‘Lo’ and meet the engineer again and get it sorted.
Back at the hotel we were given a two hours stand down and
we were to be ready to travel to Ypres at 1630hrs for the Menin
Gate Last Post ceremony where we were booked in as the lead
contingent. The repair took longer than expected (surprise,
surprise) so the older members from the Dorset contingent
broke the frustration by singing some old war songs. The tour
director was starting to plan other travel arrangements when
the engineer returned with the replacement part at 1715hrs.
The coach was repaired by 1730hrs (we will get to the ball,
Cinderella) and we were in Ypres by 1800hrs. We didn’t get
to see much of Ypres but did have time to have a meal and
be at the Menin Gate for a brief at 1930hrs. The service was
moving, the contingent paraded inside the gate area, Carole
Brown and Heather were invited to join the contingent as
they were wearing their parents WW1 and WW2 medals. We
had ten Regimental Standards on parade and laid wreaths on
behalf of Devons, Dorsets and Devon and Dorsets as well as
Exeter City (the City - not the football club!)
Day 4. We left ‘Lo’ for our travel to the Somme and the
hotel at Albert. En route we visited sites of the Devons
actions before 1916. The first stop was at Neuve Chappelle
where the village has been rebuilt and there is little to see of
any battle. We went to the church in the square and saw the
remains of a crucifix which had been badly damaged by gun
fire. The figure, with its gun damage, has been rehung inside
the church as a reminder of the action. The battle lasted for
three days in March 1915 and the 2nd Devons losses were 9
officers and 274 ORs. The next stop was at the Dud Corner
Cemetery and the location of the Battle of Loos which took
place between 25th - 30th September 1915. The 8th and 9th
Devons were involved in this action, which was not a success.
The 8th lost 19 Officers and 620 ORs and the 9th 15 Officers
and 461 ORs. Over a thousand men in less than a week!
Lunch was a packed meal, which was taken overlooking
the Battlefield of Loos, in the sunshine, nothing like 1915,
thankfully. In the afternoon we went to the Canadian National
Memorial on Vimy Ridge which was constructed and carved

The Prince Albert Memorial at Nieuport.
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on site and is dedicated to the 11,285 Canadian soldiers lost
in WW1. On the reverse side of the memorial there is a statue
of a weeping mother - weeping for her lost son(s) which is
very moving. We next went to the Notre Dame de Lorette
- the French National Memorial (Lantern Tower), Basilica
and Cemetery which contains some 20,000 Headstones and
8 communal graves (known as bone pits). In the Lantern
Tower there are four coffins for the unknown soldiers which
are guarded by veterans. It is silent and is a real lump-inthe-throat Place.
In a new part of the memorial is The Ring of Remembrance
which contains the names of 580,000 soldiers from 40 Nations
who lost their lives during WW1. Our final visit for the day was
the very impressive but upsetting ‘Lochnager Crater’ where
over 100 men were blown up. This is the largest crater on the
western front and there is a decked walkway around the top.
On the outside edge of each plank there is a memorial plate
to a soldier who died. Among others we saw a VC holder, a
soldier who had been shot at dawn and Edith Cavell, the nurse
accused of treason and shot by the Germans. A circle of seats
for the VADs (nurses) was particularly poignant, especially
as I had been reading a book about the VADs.
The Ibis Hotel was waiting for us - a newish hotel on the
outskirts of Albert. Some went into town for dinner but most
of us stayed in the hotel, had dinner and a quiet evening
socializing.
Day 5. Where has the week gone? It is our last day on the
battlefields and we are going to follow events from the 1st
July 1916; the infamous 1st day of the Battle of the Somme.
We started at the Sunken Lane, the location from where the
Lancashire Fusiliers went over the top at 0730hrs. The first
wave didn’t get very far before being cut down by machine
gun fire. The Beaumont-Hamel Cemetery is situated in noman-land, 50yds from their start point. The more agile of us
then walked the battlefield to the Hawthorne Crater, among
the cornfields with the poppies blowing in the light breeze,
onto Hawthorne Cemetery (hidden among the corn) and on
to the Newfoundland Memorial. We rejoined the coach and
moved on to the new Dorset Memorial where Nick Speakman
conducted another service. Standards were lowered, wreaths
laid to the Dorsets and the D and Ds and we walked around
the nearby Lonsdale cemetery to lay crosses at the Dorset
headstones.
The morning had gone by too fast and another change in
programme was made. We had lunch at Tommy’s with a
visit to the café museum, paid for by the tour management,
thank you. The next destination required a three-point turn
in the main road by the bus, which was a first and hopefully
not to be repeated! We were off to walk the Devons part of
that fateful day and we started at the Devonshire Cemetery
where we conducted another small service, with Standards.
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Wreaths were laid, including one from the City of Exeter by
past Lord Mayor, Olwen Foggin whose grandfather had fought
on the Somme and the poignant poem ‘Before Battle’ by Lt
William Noel Hodgson MC was read. He is buried here with
another 159 Devon Soldiers who left the trenches at 0730hrs
on the 1st July 1916. They were cut down by machine gun fire
and were buried in the trenches they had only just left. This
trench became known as the Devonshire Cemetery, known
for the immortal words ‘The Devonshires held this trench.
The Devonshires hold it still’.
A visit to the Germany Cemetery at Fricourt, on the other
side of the valley, put things into perspective. They were
only doing their job!
A drive up the Mametz Valley took us to an area below High
Wood. The more mobile got off and walked the route which
the 9th Devons would have taken during their attack of High
Wood on the 20th July 1916 and where Cpl Thomas Veale
was awarded his Victoria Cross for rescuing Lt Eric Savill.
We now had to back track and pick up what was missed
in the morning. So we drove to the biggest Memorial on the
western front, the Thiepval Memorial and Museum which

was very interesting, but there’s never enough time. I must
go back! It was hoping to drive past the Ulster Tower site but
Mr Keane missed the turn!! Our final evening at Albert was
spent saying our farewells to our new friends.
Day 6. We left the hotel at 0830hrs and as the baggage
was being loaded the 1st rain of the week started. Excellent
timing. On our way back we took the opportunity to visit the
site where L/Cpl George Onions was awarded his VC. We
didn’t go to Achiet-le-Petit, but overlooked the area from
the ‘Butte-de-Warlencourt’ Memorial, a small, man-made
hillock, to observe the battlefield which is now owned by
the Western Front Association. We had our last service, said
the Regimental Collect for those members of the regiment
from both wars who didn’t come home. The Exhortation
was recited by Margaret Moore and we left the battlefields.
The return journey went as planned and everyone was at
home by 2030hrs.
Finally I would like, on behalf of the entire group, to say a
big thank you to our two tour guides Chris Copson and Colin
Parr who were excellent and their knowledge endless, and
to Steve Keane for organizing and being our tour director.

The Minden Dorsets Reunion
The annual Reunion took place, as usual, at the TA Centre
(now re-named the Army Reserve Centre) in Dorchester.
Strangely for the time of year, some previous events have
been plagued by poor or at best, mixed, weather. Thankfully
Saturday 16th July dawned fine, although previous rain meant
that the sports field was too wet for marching, so the parade
took place on the hard-standing.
Though age takes its toll, the attendance at this most popular
event remains steady - certainly enough to fill the drill hall -

and the music provided by the Wessex Military Band is the
icing on the cake.
This year Regimental Association President’s Awards were
presented to Canon Eric Wood and Ken Shipton by Major John
Gaye in his role of Association Vice-Chairman for Dorset.
Thanks, as always, must go to Major Nick Speakman for
organising another excellent get-together along with his
hard-working team.
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Sherborne Abbey

On 17th June the Purbeck Branch presented Canon Eric Woods, Vicar of
Sherborne, with a cheque for the future upkeep of the Regimental Chapel
after a very well attended monthly service ‘Remembering the Fallen’ when
the names from the freshly-turned pages of the Books of Remembrance were
read out. The reader of the names on this occasion was Major Nick Speakman.
The picture shows a number of those present in front of the newlyrefurbished reredos in the Lady Chapel.

Tirah Memorial Service - Dorchester
On Wednesday 26th October a Memorial Service at the Tirah
Obelisk in the Borough Gardens, Dorchester was organised
by The Keep Military Museum.
The Memorial commemorates the 24 soldiers of the 1st
Dorsets who lost their lives in the Tirah Campaign on the
North West Frontier in 1897. The Obelisk is an early example
of commemorating soldiers by name who fell in combat, and
was raised by public subscription, and is now well looked
after by Dorchester Town Council.

The Service, attended by some 60 persons and 8 Standards,
was led by David Bowen, Licensed Lay Minister, and the
Lesson was read by Lt Colonel Andrew Edwards, representing
The Rifles. The Exhortation was spoken by Chris Copson
(Curator of The Keep) and the Dorset Regiment wreath was
laid by the Mayor of Dorchester, Councillor Tim Harries,
whose father and uncle both served in the Regiment. Last
Post and Reveille were sounded by Steve Chard of the Wessex
Military Band.
Former Museum Volunteer Peter Metcalfe read out the
names of the fallen, which this year included Lt Reginald
Hales of the East Yorks Regt and Lt George Crooke of the
Suffolk Regiment who both lost their lives in Tirah whilst
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attached to the 1st Dorsets. (Details of this have only recently
been discovered by veteran researcher John Pitman).
Named Poppy Crosses were then laid for all 26 casualties by
Old Comrades and families. These named crosses had been
beautifully prepared by Museum Custodian, John Murphy.
This year there was also a lovely surprise in that the Great,
Great Nephew and Great, Great Niece of Private Bowditch
attended. Paul, the Great, Great nephew had splendid
Regimental connections in that his father served in the Dorsets

after WW2 and Paul himself served in Northern Ireland with
the Devon and Dorsets. They are shown kneeling while
laying a cross in memory of their great, great uncle Private
G Bowditch.
It was a proud moment to remember these Dorsets some
119 years after they fell.
The photos of the event were taken by Claire Vera, a
professional photographer who often carries out tasks for
The Keep.

The Cenotaph Parade
Eleven ex-Devonshire and Dorset Regimental Veterans’
proudly paraded at the London Cenotaph on Sunday
13th November 2016.
On parade were Chris Martell, Steve Manns, Richard
Balcombe, Patrick Peters, Richard Symes, John Arnold,
William Peeke, Geoffrey Mitchell, John Buse, Roger
George and John Wibberley.
How proud we all were to represent our Regiment
as we marched past the Cenotaph for the first time
on a Remembrance Day Parade. We made up a small
contingent of the almost 8,000 people who were on
parade to commemorate all our fallen comrades in
modern conflicts, as well as the 2 World Wars. It really
was a most impressive event. We have all pledged to
make it again next year and hope even more of you
will contact Tony Cox our Secretary, taking it from 11
to many more.
Pat Peters
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Photographic Memories

1940: The Band of 7th Haytor Bn The Devonshire Regt.

1952: 1st Dorsets Corps of Drums marching through the
Kowloon district of Hong Kong.
Right, 1958: Minden - A relaxed group of
Hughes, Bert Saunders, NK, Gary Ball.

1960: Officers’ Mess 1 D and D at the
Commanding Officer’s Farewell in
November:
Rear: 2Lt Scrivener, Lt Wadham,
Lt Reid, Lt Baxter, Lt Hewitt, 2Lt
Thomas, 2Lt Smith,
2Lt Taylor RAEC
Centre: Lt Holroyd RAMC, 2Lt Jones,
2Lt Andre, Lt Green, Capt Reep, Lt
Spinks,
Capt Tremlett, 2Lt Wilsey, Capt
Tawnay, Lt Landholt INT CORPS,
Capt Chapman RAPC
Front: Capt Essame, Majs Rouse,
Archer, Smith, Wallen DERR, Lt Col
Wheatley, Capt Tong, Majs Chettle,
Feltham, Reynolds, Capt Stone.
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1960: Some of the Battalion
cooks in Cyprus with the QM/
Messing Officer Lt (QM) Ken
Marquis and
Cpl Pop Peg. Courtesy of Mr
John Berry.

1966: FV432 Conversion Training:
Cpl Jarrett, Cpl Riggs and Pte Beale.

1970: 4 Platoon, B Company 1 D and D (Pl Comd 2Lt Gibbs, Pl
Sgt Sgt Willey).

1973. A Company, winners of the Ransome Cup. The team includes: Saltern, Burston,
Titley, Gammon, Haldon, Woodcroft, Pagett, Roe, Maunder, McCullough, Smith, Evans
and Cree.
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1975: Spectators at the Battalion Sports Day in Osnabruck: Including (R-L) Anne Cox, Mary Williams,
Fay Bates, Trudy Convery, Cynthia Bridle, Cliff & Shirley Parker, Barry Convery, McCullough.

1977: The
Signals Platoon,
commanded
by Capt Tim
Hambrook.
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1986: Sp Coy
Football Team Winners of the
Ransome Cup in
Berlin.

1989. 1st Bn NCOs
Cadre - OC Capt
Jonathan Watson, with
the CO, Lt Col Chris
Biles.

1992: 1st Bn Rugby Team in Werl (Played 18, won 13). Front: LCpl Holderness, Cpl Aston, Cpl Harrey,
Cpl Lamble, Sgt Rice, LCpl Fox. Middle: Sgt Smith, Pte Foot, Sgt Jones, Sgt Hale, Maj Harrison, Maj
Jellard (coach), Cpl Harris, Pte Hames, Lt Pilato. Rear: Cpl Harris, LCpl Eason, Pte Goulden, Cpl
Edmonds, Pte Beale, Cfn Ellis, Pte Crane, LCpl Morris, Cpl Flower.
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2003: Members of B
Boy relax during the 1st
Battalion Skill at Arms
Meeting in Ballykinler.
While the Milan
Platoon team led
by Capt Haydn
Jellard won the
competition.

Articles
1st Battalion, The Devonshire Regiment in Malaya
by Jeremy Archer
When in Malaysia for the Royal Commonwealth ExServices League’s 32nd Conference in June 2016, I took
the opportunity to visit Cheras Road Commonwealth War
Graves Commission (CWGC) Cemetery, in the south of
Kuala Lumpur.
On the CWGC website, I read beforehand that ‘there are
156 Commonwealth burials of the 1939-1945 war here.
In addition, there are over 600 non world war burials of
servicemen and dependants.’
This is one of only two CWGC cemeteries in the Malay
peninsula, since the vast majority of those who died during
1941-45 and 1948-60 are either buried, or commemorated,
at Kranji CWGC Cemetery in Singapore. It is also worth
noting that the CWGC website only includes those who lost
their lives during the two World Wars; thus the following

members of The Devonshire Regiment, who gravestones I
found in the Cheras Road CWGC Cemetery, are not listed:
19195818 Corporal N. J. (Norman) Weyman - 20 February
1949
21015058 Corporal F. M. (Francis Morrish) Glass - 28
February 1949
14996779 Corporal J. W. (John) Rayner - 10 March 1949
19035505 Private J. M. (Joseph) Browne - 5 April 1949
19190565 Private W. G. Lawrey - 6 May 1949
22222387 Lance Corporal R. M. (Reginald) Vizor - 18 June
1949
21045212 Private G. C. (George) Hall - 27 July 1949
(397296) Second Lieutenant M. O. F. (Michael) Kimmell13 April 1950
22188382 Private D. J. (Dennis) Wareham - 25 May 1950
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22192164 Private D. Bone - 6 June 1950
22204737 Lance Corporal R. W. (Reginald) Price - 13 June
1950
22169094 Private M. J. (Michael) Greene - 10 September 1950
(403744) Captain M. A. Wright - 11 August 1955
For the sake of convenience, the names have been listed in
order of date of death, rather than alphabetically or by rank.
As will become apparent, not all of those buried in Cheras
Road CWGC Cemetery were killed in action, or died of
their wounds. They may have died from disease or in traffic
accidents.vThis is, however, a complete list of all those Devons
buried in Cheras Road CWGC Cemetery.
By way of background, the Main Body of the 1st Battalion,
The Devonshire Regiment landed in Singapore - having
sailed from Hong Kong - on Christmas Eve 1947. On 6th
August the following year, as the Malayan Emergency began,
the Battalion was deployed to Kluang in Malaya. In The
Devonshire Regiment: August 1945-May 1958, Lieutenant
Colonel Ned Windeatt describes the nature of the many
challenges that the Battalion faced during two years of
arduous active service. In a subsection entitled ‘The Final

Reckoning’ he writes: ‘During
the two years in Malaya the
Battalion had accounted for fifty
CTs (Communist terrorists) killed
and thirteen probables; wounded
thirty five and captured five;
destroyed one hundred and fifty
eight guerrilla camps and had
arrested two hundred and sixty four
known Communists.’
Although a notably successful
tour of duty, it came, as always, at
a cost. Lieutenant Colonel Windeatt writes: ‘A Composite
Company drawn from the whole Battalion attended Memorial
Services at Kuala Lumpur on 29th October [1950] and at Pazir
Pahang, Singapore, on 14th November to commemorate the
loss of the following members of the Battalion: 2Lt Kimmel,
Pte Bone, Cpl Glass, LCpl Price, Cpl Roe, Pte Sysum and Cpl
Weyman.’ On 23 November 1950, the Battalion embarked at
Singapore in HMT Empress of Australia, arriving at Liverpool
on 18th December.
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Without consulting the official records, it is impossible to
reconcile the names of those who died and the causes of their
deaths. For example, Lance Corporal Ted Banton died on 5th
December 1949 of wounds received during what Windeatt
describes as ‘Sgt Bulley’s Patrol’; but he is not listed among
those commemorated at the two Memorial Services. His
remains were repatriated, as were those of Private Kenneth
Sysum.
Apart from Private Banton, the only other death in action
mentioned by Windeatt is that of ‘Michael Kimmell, a most
promising young officer recently joined from Sandhurst,
(who) was severely wounded in an ambush on the Bentong-
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Mentakab road and died from his wounds’. As well as those
Devons buried at Cheras Road CWGC Cemetery and the
two whose remains were repatriated, a further five were
buried at Kranji CWGC Cemetery. All the names appear
on www.devonheritage.org, often with a misleading ‘died
in operations’ description.
Whatever the circumstances of their deaths, they all served
in the Regiment, were buried in ‘some corner of a foreign
field’ - and we will remember them.
Some readers may recall the circumstances in which those
listed died, in which case RHQ would appreciate a letter or
phone call.

Some Memories of My Service in 4th Dorsets
by Cliff Broom

In town one evening Robert Sweetland, Geoff Fowler and
I were walking past the Drill Hall and, the big doors being
open, we could see chaps roller skating so we went in and
asked if we could have a go but were told that only TAs were
allowed. But if we joined the TAs we could, so we took some
forms home for our parents to sign. We were under age, but
our parents signed and we became members of the TA.
We went to a couple of Camps, one of which was at Corfe
Castle which was pretty bad as we had a lot of rain and had
to dig trenches around the tents to stop the water getting
in. We were 16 to a tent, sleeping with our feet to the pole.
At home on Sundays we would go to Colmer’s Hill firing
range and someone had to climb the hill to put up the red
flag and someone else had to get water from the London Inn
to cool the Vickers machine gun. Ten days before war broke
out we were called up and had to sleep in the Drill Hall on
standby, but when the War started we were sent to the Verne
on Portland and took over from the Green Howards. To us
Portland seemed miles away as the furthest we had been was
Weymouth on Sunday School outings once a year. At this
time there was a Cadre at the Dorchester Barracks asking for
NCOs to train the newly called-up soldiers so I went to the
Barracks as a full corporal and passed the test. So began 13
months training the call-ups, but things were not too good as
we TAs were stopping the regulars getting promotion so we
were not that popular. It was very strict as I found out. Once
I was marching my squad across the square when the clock
struck 1300 hrs - by the time I got them across the square and
up the stairs to the mess it was about two minutes past and
I was lucky not to be put on a charge for getting them there
late. In the mornings when the men went to the gym we NCOs
would go to Sandes Cafe in the main street for about an hour
and at weekends it was quite easy to get home to Bridport.
After my stint at the Barracks I went to Blandford Camp
which was a holding camp which sent troops all over the
globe. There were only six huts and an orderly room and a
huge area empty except for a few water tanks. I was there for
a few weeks when looking at the notice board I was surprised
to see that I was going back to the Battalion at Cucklington
with an officer and about 40 men. We were going by train and
when we got to Poole we found that the rations they had given
us were all fresh and uncooked. We had a problem; so I went
out of the station and found a kitchen where the cook said he
would do us soup and bread in exchange for our rations - but
at least we had something. When we arrived at Cucklington
we found it was a mushroom farm with everything covered in
white powder and we had to sleep on shelves covered in it so
we laid newspaper on them as it was a job to keep our uniforms
clean. From Cucklington we moved to Berkhampstead just
north of London. We were supposed to be able to deploy

anywhere along the east coast and we were equipped with
about 20 buses. We had to sleep fully clothed and even had
to take all our weapons to the dining hall, as we were on
standby 24/7. Luckily Hitler decided not to invade. Then we
moved to Haig Camp at Sandwich in Kent and were billeted
on the golf course where we did a lot of training - throwing
grenades, firing 2” and 3” mortars, etc. What the locals must
have thought I can’t imagine as I played golf myself for forty
years and I can feel what they were going through - we must
have nearly destroyed the course. The camp was quite big
and on very low, flat ground and we were constantly fired
upon by German aircraft which could fly in low and were
on us before you could hear them. We then moved to Dover
Castle where we were on the front line for the cross-channel
guns. When the guns were firing we could see the flashes
and then we would count to 90 and duck and take cover. Of
course our guns, which were underground, would open fire,
and you could see the ground open up and up they came and
if they started at night we got no sleep at all. Also we were
offered a pound if we shot down an enemy plane whilst on
duty up on the tower. There were lots of claims but I think
one chap succeeded as we saw a plane come down in the sea.
While we were there a mate and I caught impetigo and were
quarantined at St Margaret’s Bay in a bungalow which we
were told belonged to Princess Marina. To see a nurse we
had to climb 244 steps to the top of cliff where the nurses
would bandage our faces. We did this for about two weeks
before being summonsed to see the doctor at the barracks. He
wasn’t very pleased with the bandages, so we were cleaned
up by the medics and then had plasters put on our faces and
were told to report back in ten days time by which time the
plaster was a real mess. When we returned the doctor suddenly
pulled off the plaster and God did that hurt!
We moved to Cliftonville, where we were bombed and
staffed, then to Herne Bay. Our billet there was next to a
cinema, so one night saw a Western called The Kid. When
I came out I went in every room declaring “your money or
your life” just like in the film. From then on I was known as
The Kid and had it painted on my truck. While we were in
Kent we went cherry picking at a farm run by a Mrs Pratt
who showed us the ropes regarding ladders, baskets, etc
and said we could eat as many as we liked. We did this for
a while, but got to the point where enough was enough. Mrs
P’s cure for over-eating was to eat a huge piece of cheese. I
don’t know how it worked but it did.
We embarked for Normandy from Tilbury docks. Sitting in
my truck, I was hoisted up by crane into a ship which was
an American liberty boat; an all-welded boat which creaked
all the time we were on it. Going over we had a storm with
very rough seas and had to anchor and wait for the storm to
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ease. We went ashore at Arromanches in about six inches of
water instead of the four feet we had trained for, then went
into a field and de-waterproofed the trucks. Driving down
to a field to dig in, we passed a gun emplacement which at
that moment was blown sky high. As we had not encountered
this sort of thing before we calmly drove on and started to
dig. Jerry started to shell us with those awful “Moaning
Minnies” and from then on we knew we were in a war and
started to shake with nerves which didn’t stop for a year.
From there we pushed on to Bayeux and Caen where we
had to dig in again. It took us about two hours to dig down
four inches as the ground was full of stones and when jerry
started to shell us there was barely enough shelter. From our
position we witnessed the 500 plane raid on Caen which was
an awesome sight.
Our big battle was Hill 112 which was a piece of high ground
where the Germans were well entrenched and could see what
was going on below. It was one heck of a battle and we took
very heavy casualties but I think it was the Dorsets’ finest
achievement to take that hill under such heavy fire. My next
experience was the Falaise Gap where the Germans were
surrounded and the RAF blew just about every thing to bits
and killed everything that moved. As we went through not
long afterwards, the smell was bloody awful; dead Germans,
dead cattle, dead horses, cordite and houses burning. God, it
was awful. I was glad to get away and as we did there was
debris falling from the burning buildings which was not all
that good as our trucks only had canvas tops and we were
carrying a lot of ammunition and petrol etc. But we got through
eventually and I did hear that they had to get the bulldozers
to clear a road through.
Pushing on, we arrived at the River Seine where we crossed
on a floating bridge. It was quite tricky as Jerry was shelling
which made the water very rough so it was quite a relief to get
to the other side. We only had a small bridgehead and found
ourselves in an orchard with a detachment of 25 Pounders,
so you can imagine all hell broke when they started firing. I
was given the job of fetching water from a unit at the bridge
who made the water safe to drink. I did this for about two
days before we had to move on. When we got to Beauvais I
met a girl called Paulette who I got to see a lot; in fact after
the war I went back to France for two weeks holiday and
we got engaged. Her father had three seed merchants shops
and was quite well off. But on that occasion I overstayed by
two days beyond my visa and had quite a job to get back to
Blighty and also got a bollocking from my boss for being late.
My next encounter was at Brunssum where we had a billet
at 65 Venwike, with a mother and daughter and the three of
us one of whom was our mechanic who was a ladies man,
so you can imagine what went on there with the daughter.
Our next big do was the Reichwald Forest and as we went
through there were notices on the trees telling us to surrender
as we were surrounded and to give up our arms. They also
had tannoys with the Germans speaking good English and
saying things like we were to give ourselves up as we were
fighting a losing battle. Our chaps were dug in on a hilltop
looking down on a piece of no-mans land beyond which Jerry
could be seen in a forest. At night if any noise was made or
if anyone showed a light Jerry would open fire on us and we
had to take the food up at night at different times by a route
marked with white tape tied to the trees. When you went up
with the food you had to be very quite with the metal cans
which was quite a job.
Once when it was my turn I was coming down keeping to
the white tapes when I got to the bottom and on the road I did
not recognise it at all, but knowing roughly which direction
I had to go I kept walking until I saw two anti tank guns,

one each side of the road. At that moment I thought I was
going to be blown sky high, but as luck would have it was
Sgt Loveless. He gave me such a bollocking and asked how
I was coming from the German lines. Looking back I think
Jerry must have switched the tapes on the trees hoping to
capture us. How I got through I shall never know.
Soon we reached Nijmegen where we were billeted in the
gas works. My mate and I pinched a Jeep and visited some
friends in the town. I can’t remember how we got in touch
with them, but there were about five children who would
try and make us sing a song in Dutch and we had quite an
enjoyable time. The father was a professional clog maker and
he made me a pair which I still have to this day embossed
‘Souvenir Nijmegen’. We moved on towards Arnhem, having
to cross a wide bridge at one stage and as we went over Jerry
was shelling quite heavily and it was a long way down to the
water. I thought “Christ, let’s get off this bridge”, but it was
slow going because Jerry had made quite a large hole which
had been partly patched up by our engineers. When we got
off the bridge we were surprised to be fired on by a German
aircraft. We hadn’t seen any for some time. We jumped out
of the trucks and dived into the ditch and one of our drivers,
George Lemon, jumped right over one of the dykes and was
unable to get back. He had made the first jump with lots
of adrenalin flowing - it just shows what you do when you
are scared. When we got to Elst we were in a farm and my
mate and I found a two person tent which we put up a little
way from the farm. Most of the lads slept in the cow sheds
because it was warm next to the cows. The farm seemed
empty except for the cows but to our surprise there was a
girl living in the pig sty. She was always walking around and
of course the chaps were after her favours. There were two
chaps in particular who were taking the mickey out of her,
but she got her own back on them by walking over to their
trench when they were in it and standing over the trench,
pissing over them and running off. Of course we all had a
good laugh about it but at least it calmed the chaps down.
The next morning Jerry sent over two shells at about seven
which we knew meant he was finding his range. They were
quite close, but we got on with shaving, etc, until about two
hours later when much heavier shelling started. We were in
our tent at the time and the chaps were in the doorway of
the cow shed shouting to us to run across for shelter. As we
were running I said to George to get down as I could tell that
the shells were close; so we got down and as I did a piece
of shrapnel sizzled in front of my nose. Another two inches
and I would have been a goner.
We kept advancing until eventually we reached Germany
and the fighting stopped. We found ourselves at a place
called Oerrel Camp where there were thousands of bombs in
underground bunkers with really well equipped workshops.
The camp was in a forest with a railway running through the
middle and at the rear was an aerodrome with about six planes
which had been dismantled by the Germans. Any civilians
in the area were in a state of shock and in a very bad way.
They would do anything for a cigarette or scraps of food.
Now that the war was over we were transferred to Italy by
train - right down south to a city called Bari. We were locked
in as the train went through neutral Switzerland. When we
arrived in Bari, oh what a mess it was. There was real poverty,
lots of thieving and morals had gone out of the window.
Children were doing their business in the street, we all got
scabies and had to go in a hall, strip off and were given jars
of blue stuff and brushes to disinfect ourselves. Having no
transport we had to go and pick up some Chevrolet trucks
from a depot and on the way back we filled up with petrol at
Foggia. As we were driving back through the villages children
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would jump out of bedroom windows onto the truck roofs to
pinch the spare wheel or the tools because we weren’t issued
locks until we got back to camp.
I did manage to get to Naples where the Naafi was in a
palace with a huge balcony at the back where you could look
over the bay eating your char and wad. It was quite a change
from what we had been doing a few months earlier. While we
were waiting for demob I was put in charge the maintenance
of about 80 motor bikes. We would put ‘on test’ boards over
the headlamps and put our bathing costumes in our tunics
and drive down towards Brindisi and go for a swim, so it was
quite a pleasant time.
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My number eventually came up and I went back to Blighty to
get demobbed at Aldershot. I was soon home with my brown
pin-striped suit and a few pounds in my pocket. Six years
had gone and I must be very thankful that I was allowed to
come through it all. But I was missing all my mates that didn’t
make it - I’m always thinking of them, God rest their souls.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will
remember them.
Cliff Broom of Bridport died on 28th July 2014 aged 93.
He revisited France for the first time in 2014 with other
members the Bridport Branch, completing the D-Day 70th
Anniversary March Past.

Murder Most Foul
A Regimental Rogue…Maybe!
Lawford Hall near Rugby was the
seat of the Boughton family and had
an unfortunate history. In Elizabethan
times a member of the family lost
an arm and became known as Onehanded Boughton. After his death his
bedroom was supposedly haunted
and his ghost was seen riding the
countryside at night in a horse-drawn
carriage. A number of people tried
to sleep in the bedroom but were
driven out, terrified. In the time of
Sir Edward Boughton who held the
title in the mid-1700s, it was decided
to lay the ghost. A team of twelve clergymen assembled, led
by Parson Hall of Great Harborough. They proceeded, each
with a bell, book and candle, to the bedroom, to conjure the
spirit into a bottle. Eleven candles went out, but the twelfth
continued to burn and Parson Hall duly stopped up the ghost
in the bottle, which was thrown into a nearby clay pit.
However, the unsavoury reputation of the hall continued. The
red hand, which was in the family coat of arms, was thought
to be a bad sign and things were not improved by the next
episode when later that century, the Midlands were buzzing
with excitement in the aftermath of a murder.
On August 30th 1780 Sir Theodosius Boughton, the young
baronet and heir to the family estate, who had recently
completed his studies at Eton, died at the Hall and a fortnight
later his brother-in-law Captain John Donnellan, was found
guilty of his murder.
This sorry episode began three years earlier, in 1777,
because the lady of the house and her daughter wanted to
‘take the waters’ at a spa. There was a spa only half a mile
from Lawford Hall - Newnham Spa - with waters supposedly
beneficial for treating ailments such as ulcers and kidney
stones. But it was only a small spa, consisting simply of a
cottage beside the River Avon with two stone troughs and a
bath house. Clearly not somewhere a lady should visit. So
instead, although Newnham Spa was reputed to have been
visited by Queen Anne, the Dowager Lady Boughton and
her daughter Theodosia went instead to Bath which was,
and of course still is, very much smarter. It was a decision
they lived to regret.
During the visit to Bath Theodosia met and became
infatuated with a young Army officer, Captain John ‘Diamond’
Donnellan of the 39th Regiment - later, of course, to become
The Dorset Regiment.
Donnellan came from an Irish background. His father
Nehemiah was a Colonel of 39th Foot and John was illegitimate.

But he was brought up as a natural son
and was commissioned, initially, into
his father’s Regiment before transferring
to the Bengal European Regiment. He
seems to have been a decent-enough
soldier, being involved in the taking of
Mazulapatam and being wounded in
action. Nevertheless, the other side of
his character began to reveal itself when,
having been appointed as an agent for
prize-money, he was discovered taking
bribes from local merchants to reduce
what they owed. He was court-martialled
and cashiered. Returning to England,
he became involved in The Pantheon, a large building on
Oxford Street in London used as a venue for meetings of
the great and good, as well as for concerts and grand balls.
During this time he somehow managed to persuade the War
Office that he should be placed on half-pay in the 39th - he
even obtained a certificate saying that he had behaved ‘as a
gallant officer’ in India.
Theodosia’s parents were unhappy with the match because
of Donnellan’s questionable background and character and
were not prepared to support marriage, so some time later
the couple eloped. Theodosia’s family was initially outraged,
but when Donnellan got in touch with them and agreed to
forgo any right to Theodosia’s fortune, the rift was healed
and Donnellan was accepted into the family at Lawton Hall.
Theodosia had a younger brother, Theodosius. He was
twenty years old and upon reaching his next birthday would
assume his inheritance as Sir Theodosius Boughton, Squire
of Lawford, along with an entitlement to more than two
thousand pounds a year (over £300,000 in today’s money).
In the event of his death before reaching the age of twenty
one, the greater part of his fortune (but not the baronetcy,
which could only be held by male heirs) was to descend to
his sister. The reader may decide that the scene was set for
what was to follow.
Theodosius was an irresponsible youth and was soon calling
on the more worldly-wise Donnellan to extricate him from
various difficulties. Nevertheless, he hated the captain who
he saw as bastard upstart. For his part Donnellan, despite
his protestations to the contrary, obviously had eyes on the
family fortune and, as quickly became clear, embarked on
a very poorly-concealed course of action to ensure that his
wife would inherit. He even warned Theodosia never to use
her brother’s drinking vessels, which should have been a
give-away!
Theodosius was on some sort of medication and kept the
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medicine in his dressing-room. He had a habit of forgetting
to take it and Donnellan ‘helpfully’ suggested he should place
it above the fireplace in his outer room where he would be
less likely to miss it (and where, of course, it would be easier
to tamper with).
On August 29th 1780 Theodosius spent the day fishing and
returned at 9 o’clock in the evening tired but otherwise in
good health. He decided to go straight to bed and his mother
gave the young man his medicine. She noticed that it smelled,
unusually, of almonds. He complained that it was very bitter
and shortly afterwards went into convulsions. Donnellan
feigned concern but Lady Boughton’s suspicions were raised
when he ‘helpfully’ insisted on washing the medicine bottle.
The young Baronet died shortly afterwards and was buried,
but on the recommendation of Lord Denbigh and the Vicar
of Newbold his body was exhumed and he was found to have
been poisoned with laurel water (1). Donnellan’s possessions
were searched and among them was found a book with a mark
beside the description of how to make laurel water. Distillation
equipment, supposedly for producing rose water, was found
in his rooms. Unsurprisingly he was tried for murder. In his
defence, Donnellan sought to establish that Theodosius had
contracted syphilis as a result of consorting with prostitutes
throughout his time at boarding school and that the disease
and the mercury treatment he was receiving were the cause
of death. Despite his protestations of innocence (2), the jury
found him guilty and he was hanged.
Theodosia (who eventually died in 1830) was pregnant
and later bore Donnellan’s daughter who is believed to have
emigrated to America.
A half cousin, Sir Edward Boughton, inherited the title
following the death of Theodosius and in 1793 sold Lawford
Hall which was subsequently demolished.
Although the hall was pulled down, there was considerable

reluctance on the part of the workmen, because of their fear
of the supernatural. Meanwhile, One-handed Boughton
continued to ride, since part of the bargain when his spirit
was conjured, was that he should be allowed two hours
freedom every night. Early in the nineteenth century a bottle
recovered from a pond near the site of the hall was thought
to be the receptacle used by Parson Hall. Even this did not
stop the ghost from pursuing its nocturnal rambles and
calling upon late-night travellers to open gates until the late
nineteenth century! Following its discovery, the bottle was
initially put on display in Rugby before being returned to
the Boughton family in their new home, Brownsover Hall,
which One-handed Boughton reputedly still haunts. The
Hall is now a hotel.
In August 2010, the case was mentioned during an episode
of the BBC TV programme ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’
featuring Alexander Armstrong who is a direct descendant
of the man who inherited Theodosius’ title.
(1) Laurel water is distilled from the fresh leaves of
the cherry laurel and is, effectively, a solution of the poison
hydrogen cyanide. Like cyanide, it smells of almonds. The
Roman emperor Nero used laurel water to poison the wells
of his enemies.
(2) The History of The Dorset Regiment, Volume 1 (page
91), confirms Donnellan’s transfer from the 39th to the
Bengal European Regiment but states that he had been falsely
convicted of murder. It goes on to state that Theodosius’
mother-in-law (this should probably be mother - Ed) confessed
to the murder many years later, although no evidence for this
has been found.
A book about the case was written by Elizabeth Cooke,
who concluded that it was impossible, after all these years,
to decide who was actually responsible for murdering
Theodosius. The truth, as they say, is out there somewhere.

My Short time in the Army
Part 2
by 23374342 ex-Private Edgar Mills
This follows on from my article on pages 68-70 of the last
edition of The Newsletter about the short period I spent
serving in the Regiment from 1957-60.
When we arrived in Cyprus we were sent to various parts of
the island. I was with C Company at Episkopi. I was a 3-ton
Bedford driver and most days I had to drive to Famagusta or
‘Farmer Gusta’ as we called it, to collect ammo. First stop
was usually the taverna at the cross roads in Kofinou where
they produced the best chicken finger rolls on the island.
We never seemed to know how much ammo was going to
be needed - with the conflict still going on it could be quite
a lot, but on other occasions we came back empty.
At other times we were sent to supply the outstations. Some
of these were right out in the sticks. One village in particular
was really too narrow to drive through but gradually the rails
on the sides of the Bedford made grooves on the sides of the
houses on each side of the road so that eventually instead of
weaving between the houses you could just drive straight
through and the rails would fit neatly into the grooves.
Sometimes we moved to other parts of the island. Like
most soldiers, and drivers in particular, I tried to make life
as comfortable as possible. For instance, in Limassol another
driver and myself found a nice little home-from-home place.
The first house on the Limassol bypass housed, I think, a
member of the top brass at the Akrotiri RAF base. We went
past so often that his wife and two teenage daughters started

to wave to us when
we passed, so it
wasn’t long before
we started stopping
for a chat, which led
to cups of tea and
if we were lucky,
home-made cake.
Unfortunately, the
RMP spotted us
there - they started
to stop for a chat
and were initially
prepared to turn a
blind eye to us.
Then they asked
the girls if they could
take them out, but
were turned down.
If they couldn’t stop
there, they made sure
we couldn’t either,
so we were banned.
An early lesson in
abuse of authority if
you don’t get your The Char Wallah.
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The notorious Seven Sisters bends near to Pissouri village.
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Rear rank includes D Dowling
(glasses); Front rank Gerry Stiff,
Roger Lidgley & Ron Ridout.

Bronce Ford, Edgar Mills, Stuart Watts. Members of the MT.
own way.
One thing we
were told when
we were driving
was to keep off the
sandy part of the
roads as that was
where any land
mines would be
laid. The tarmac
of the roads was
generally about 8
feet wide with the
rest of the road
made up of hardpacked sand and chippings on the sides. If there was one
thing I became good at it was that if a Cypriot was coming
the other way I made him move first. It was a bit tight at
times but it worked if you had the nerve to sit tight in the
middle of the road.
One time when I was with a C Company outstation I had
to drive back to Limassol to collect the rations. En route

I came across this other truck of ours which had broken
down. It was on a detail to pick up the married families at
Polemedia Camp. We always stopped to help anyone who
had broken down so I stopped and tried to help. There wasn’t
much I could do to fix the breakdown so I offered to help
him by picking up the married families so they wouldn’t be
late. By the time I picked them up I was a bit later than they
had expected. Among them was the RSM. No sooner had I
arrived than he called me over. “Mills you’re late” he said. I
explained that I was actually supposed to be picking up the
rations but was trying to do him and the families a favour. He
replied in no uncertain manner that the rations were going
to be late! I think he was going to report me, but then he
said that as I’d been so polite and helpful he’d overlook the
late rations. When I dropped him off he apologized and said
thank you. My luck was certainly in that day.
My next memory is the most important because it involves
money! When we moved back to HQ at Polemedia Camp - I
think it was Kitchener Lines - there was a char wallah who
used to come round selling his goods from the basket he
carried on his head. The one thing you couldn’t do was take
his photo. I guess it must have been a religious thing. You
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?, Edgar Mills, LCpl Simpson.

Members of the Battalion inspect the Governor’s
helicopter at Polemedia Camp.

could have stolen all his goods because he just stood there
covering his face. Now - to all my mates from that time - you
said I would never get his photo. Right well, I’ve got news
for you lot. As you will see from the accompanying photo
I managed to get one of him! You all bet me £1 each that I
wouldn’t be able to. But here’s the proof! As I write this its
56yrs/6 months/22days/16 hours and 20 secs ago, but to this
day you’ve never paid! You said at the time that you needed
proof - well here it is!
Another incident down at Limassol I remember was when
a young 2Lt and some of his men wanted to go on a recce.
Normally he would have had his own platoon driver, but for
some reason he wasn’t around so I was told to do the job.
Anyway we were all loaded up and ready to go and he jumped
into the cab and asked me my name. I replied “Private Mills,
Sir”. “No, no” he replied “what’s your first name?” I was
quite shocked, but told him I was called Edgar.
Afterwards I arranged to meet him at the Guardroom,
but at the arranged time I was still picking up the truck, so
he walked across to the MT lines and went into the tent I
shared. “Where’s Edgar?” he asked. When I eventually got
back to my tent everybody is asking “Who the hell do you

think you are - an officer has been here asking for Edgar!”
Great memories.
While the conflict was ongoing, our motorcycle dispatch
riders used to do quite a lot of deliveries. The EOKA terrorists
would put cheesewires across the roads with the aim of killing
the riders. That was when a chap from the RASC, I think,
had the bright idea (rare in the Army) of welding a piece of
angle iron to the front bumper of Landrovers. They would
drive along the roads to clear them and the drivers said you
could hear the ping, ping of the cheesewires snapping, so
thankfully no more cut throats.
On Thursday 21st February 1957, about 53 teenagers/youths
walked through entrance of The Keep in Dorchester. They
were perfect strangers, but eventually formed little groups
of friends who served for the next couple of years. We went
our different ways - some came with me to Cyprus and others
served all over the place. But to all of them I met and served
with regardless of rank, it was an honour and privilege to
have served with you. I made some great friends. Some are
still with us but others not. I wouldn’t have missed it for
anything; thank you for your friendship.
Edgar

Battlefield Tour to The Somme
by Ant Hurst
Ant Hurst from Bridport accompanied a battlefield tour to the
Somme in March 2016, almost 100 years after the famous
battle took place. He writes: “We crossed from Dover to Calais
where we saw “the Jungle” and pretty grim it looked. Actually
not at all pretty - just grim. We stayed overnight in Arras. I
really enjoy France and wish I spoke French properly. I did
manage “encore du seize soixante-quatre” which worked
perfectly. Every time I’m in France I think of my favourite
quote, possibly by Serge Gainsbourg: ‘ne faites l’amour le
samedi soir pasques s’il pleu le dimanche, vous ne suarez plus
quoi faire.’ - ‘don’t make love on a Saturday night because if
it rains on Sunday you won’t know what to do!’
In a square near the hotel was a large black board saying
‘Before I die I want to….’ With a box of chalk and spaces for
contributions of which most were in French or English. My
favourites were ‘I want to be really old’ and ‘Je voudrais un
mond en paix’ - ‘I want a world at peace’. Hopeful!
Each day we visited a different part of the battlefield and of
course couldn’t see it all. It is farm land with low-lying hills,
much like Salisbury Plain. It’s dotted with villages which
were all destroyed and rebuilt to the same footprint, not a
housing estate anywhere. There are a few woods but otherwise
no cover at all. Definitely not infantry country. It was easy
to imagine how the ground turned to mud in bad weather.

There are many monuments and cemeteries, usually located
near the site of action and many of them very small containing
only a few graves. Almost all the headstones recorded young
men under the age of 25, many in their teens. There is only
one German cemetery as the French didn’t want to give them
any more land! All the cemeteries are beautifully kept as
indeed all cemeteries managed by the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission are. I remember visiting the cemetery
at El Alamein. It was tended by an Egyptian who was proud
of his work.
I will try not to trouble you with too much military history
or why we were there in the first place. We will be inundated
with that as we approach 1st July so I will simply record my
impressions.
I went to the Normandy beaches last year and that made
a big impression but nothing like the effect of visiting the
Somme. As I stood in the fields, the feelings were palpable.
It washed over me and in a strange way consumed me. It was
a truly incredible experience.
The Allied front stretched for some 25 miles. The
Commonwealth Force of the British 3rd and 4th Armies
held 15 miles of the northern sector from Gommecourt to
the River Somme in the south where the French 6th Army
held a further ten miles.
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Because the French were distracted by a major attack
on Verdun, a greater share of the burden fell on the
Commonwealth force than had originally been intended.
Fourteen Divisions, entirely British with the exception of the
Newfoundland Regiment, were to launch an offensive on a
15-mile front with a diversionary attack in the north. With
superiority an estimated 7 to 1, the Allies were confident of
success. But as all soldiers know, even the best laid plans
never survive contact with the enemy.
1st July 1916 was the most catastrophic day’s fighting in
the history of the British Army. Loses were appalling: of the
120,000 who fought that day, almost half became casualties,
over 19,000 of them dead. 60% of the officers were killed.
Of the 143 battalions which took part - about half of them
“Pals” battalions of the New Army seeing their first action 32 lost more than 500 men. The Newfoundlanders suffered
70% casualties in just thirty minutes. This was a shockingly
high price to pay for the modest gains made at the southern
end of the British Front. In most places the attack faltered
or failed altogether.
The figures are so huge that the mind is numbed.
The Army expanded rapidly in 1914 and in a few months
rose from just over 100,000 to nearly 1,500,000. Men left
their factories and for the first time women took their place.
The ‘Pals’ battalions were so called because they were men
who worked and played together. They joined up together,
trained and fought and too often died together.
It has often been said that General Haigh and the high
command were careless with men’s lives and poor leaders.
I don’t actually think that’s true or fair, but undoubtedly
mistakes were made. The battle began when it did at least in
part in order to relieve the pressure at Verdun.
There were three problems in the north. First there were only
a few regular army battalions but very many newly formed
battalions with little or no battle experience. The commanders
were acutely aware of this and knew they had to make their
task as easy as possible. Their solution was to lay down an
enormous bombardment prior to the attack. They assumed
that the Germans were bogged down in mud just as we were
and the bombardment would destroy their barbed wire and
their trenches, leaving the British with a simple job which
they could walk to.
This was an error because the Germans had been there a long
time and had dug in to the chalk to create a strong defensive
position. The third problem was that nearly a third of the over
one million shells failed to explode because quality control
of the fuses, the vital part, was not very good.
With no breakthrough the Battle of the Somme quickly
spiralled into the grim protracted struggle that typified so
much of the fighting, drawing in forces from all over the
Commonwealth. After the disastrous first day the main effort
was concentrated in a push north and east. A surprise night
attack and a rare cavalry charge by the Indian Cavalry Division
captured some ground but the Germans couldn’t be shifted
from Delville Wood where the South African Brigade was
badly mauled. In early August the Australians took ground
after two weeks of bitter fighting but progress later was slow
and uneven and German resistance meant that every copse,
farm and village involved a major fight.
In September the offensive was given a major push when
tanks made their first appearance on the battlefield. Thiepval
finally fell in September. The slog forward continued through
October as the weather deteriorated and when the fighting was
finally called to a halt in mid-November, the Commonwealth
had suffered almost 420,000 casualties, 125,000 of them
dead. To the south the French had lost more than 200,000.
In places the line had been pushed forward some 8 miles,
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elsewhere it had not moved at all. A few months later in the
spring of 1917, the Germans withdrew to the heavily fortified
Hindenburg Line. And in late 1918 nit was done.
OK. I think that’s quite enough to put it into context so I
will get on with our visit.
On the Sa7urday we went first to Serre to hear about the
Accrington Pals, one of the most famous of the Regiments of
the New Army. They were raised in response to an offer by the
Mayor of Accrington. Like all other battalions, they kicked
off at H Hour - 0730 hrs on 1st July. Only small numbers
managed to reach the German trenches and the majority
were mown down. Of the 720 who started, 584 were killed,
wounded or missing.
Later we went to Beaumont Hamel where the Lancashire
Fusiliers, a Regular Army Battalion, were involved in heavy
fighting.
Then onto Newfoundland Park where the Newfoundland
Regiment, the only non-UK Regiment in the the British Order
of Battle. They too suffered grievous loses. I remember from
a visit to Canada that “Newfies” were the butt of the jokes
in much the same way as the Irish are over here - or the
Kerry men in Ireland. If you knew about the Newfoundland
Regiment who suffered 70% casualties in just 30 minutes in
the defence of our freedom, you wouldn’t make jokes.
Ironically, Canada Day is 1st July celebrating Independence
in 1867. There were young Canadian students at Newfoundland
Park who told us that the National Flag is flown at half mast
in the morning and full mast in the afternoon.
Later that day I was astonished to find myself beneath the
towering monument to the 51st Highland Division. As I gazed
around I could very easily visualise my father’s elder brother
Donald who served there as a subaltern. The awful mud, the
whiff of gas and then the enveloping noisome cloud. Donald
survived and although he went on to become a County Court
Judge, he never really recovered. My Godson and his brother
subsequently served in the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders.
An already supercharged emotional experience became
more so next day when we went to the Devonshire Cemetery
where we held a short Service of Remembrance. When we
first arrived there was a single wreath on the monument. It
was placed there by Sevenoaks Scholl and had rthe simple
but eloquent message “Thank you for your sacrifice”. I am
not ashamed to say I wept. I have written to the Headmaster
because it is heartwarming to know that the young are still
interested and understood those tumultuous days.
At 0730 hrs on 1st July 1916, 9th Battalion the Devonshire
Regiment climbed out of their forward trench on the start line
and attacked the village of Mametz across the valley. They
were only formed in 1914 but were battle hardened, having
distinguished themselves at the Battle of Loos. The attack
was successful, but at an enormous cost. The Padre gathered
160 bodies in No-Man’s Land. He buried them together in a
trench from which they started and surrounded it with barbed
wire. This is the site of the only cemetery to be dedicated to
a single regiment. A few days later the famous and poignant
message was carved onto a piece of wood “The Devonshires
held this trench. The Devonshires hold it still”. In 1986 a new
sign was dedicated by our Colonel in Chief, HRH The Duke
of Kent. The grave contains the body of Lieutenant William
Noel Hodgson who wrote the famous war poem ‘Before
Action’ which ends with the prescient sentence ‘Help me to
die, O Lord’ The bugler, a former Royal Marine, played Last
Post, Reveille and Sunset. I’ve never heard them played better.
We had lunch at Albert. The Basilica has a statue of the
Madonna in gold leaf which leaned perilously. The Basilica
was hit by 2,000 shells and the local legend had it that if she
ever fell the War would end. She fell in April 1918 and the
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War ended in that November.
Then it was to Delville Wood where the South African
Brigade fought for 5 days. The wood kept changing hands
and the casualties were awful. The wood was shelled by
both sides and there was a multiplying effect because in
addition to bits of steel, bits of wood were flying around at
high velocity. The South Africans eventually succeeded in
taking the woods but lost huge numbers in the process, many
dying of dehydration because it was impossible to deliver
water. The wood was destroyed but has been replanted with
South African oaks.
Later we saw the site of the first tank battle and the first
village to be liberated by armour. Actually the tank liberated
a pile of rubble which had once been a village! The first tanks
might not have been mechanically reliable but they certainly
terrified the Germans who had never seen anything like them
before. Health and Safety had not been invented and the inside
of a tank was fairly grim. The crew often preferred to walk
alongside, leaving the two drivers inside!
Lastly we went to Thiepval to see Lutyen’s magnificent
Memorial to the Missing of whom there were countless
thousands.
Home next day. I didn’t fancy being home alone so went

straight to the Tiger where I knew the banter would help.
On the ferry was a poster about a P&O captain who had
been awarded a VC. Shamefully they mangled the Exhortation
and attributed it to the wrong author. I have written to the
Chairman and CEO of P&O!
And so, what to make of it all. Only two days, but it consumed
me. The selfless heroism of the few. The dogged determination
of the many. The sheer awful waste of a generation.
Now a week later it still fills my head. It will fade but I will
always remember them.
‘The trench was a horrible sight. The dead were stretched
out on one side, one on top of each other over six feet high. I
thought at the time I should never get the peculiar disgusting
smell of the vapour of warm human blood heated by the sun
out of my nostrils. I would rather have smelt gas a hundred
times. I can never describe that faint sickening, horrible
smell which several times nearly knocked me up altogether.’
- Captain Leeham, talking about the first day of the Somme,
in ‘Tommy goes to War’.
‘It is my Royal and Imperial command that you exterminate
the treacherous English and march over General French’s
contemptible little army.’- Kaiser Wilhelm II, 1914.

The Conquest of Mount Victoria, Belize
On December 5th 1972 four men from 1 D and D based in
the country then known as British Honduras reached the
summit of Mount Victoria after an arduous six-day climb.
The peak is actually the second highest in the country, but
at the time of the expedition was thought to be the highest at
3,670 feet (the highest is now known to be Doyle’s Delight
at 3,688 feet). Mount Victoria is situated approximately 30
miles south west of Stann Creek Town, due west of where
the Southern Highway crosses the Sittee River. It is over 15
miles through dense jungle from the nearest road.
The peak is part of an impressive east-west ridge which has
sheer north and south faces which can be seen from many
miles away (see photo) and proved a tempting challenge to
eight members of the Recce Platoon led by Lt Simon Langdon
and Sgt Bert Cloke.
A helicopter recce of the mountain and the surrounding
area showed that the approach march would have to be done
from the south and might last for up to ten days, with ration
resupplies every other day by helicopter to reduce the weight
carried by individuals.
So, we were dropped off on the Southern Highway at
the start of a logging track which headed due west into the
Cockscomb Basin. It was 0900 hrs when we set off and the
track was easy walking so morale was high as we swung into
the first leg of the expedition. That day we covered some
13 km and decided to make camp beside a stream where
the jungle closed in at the end of the track. Cpl French, the
expedition’s signaller, had no trouble getting through on the
radio to our base camp in San Ignacio and was able to report
the day’s progress. Apart from the odd sore back, everything
was going well.
Next day we rose with the sun and by 0700 hrs were on our
way on a north-westerly bearing. Throughout the expedition
we worked in pairs - two men cutting the trail in front, then
the navigator with the compass and everyone else in single file
stretched out behind, awaiting their turn to be called forward
to cut. This routine soon sorted itself out and by four in the
afternoon after nearly seven hours of hacking and cutting,
we had moved about 4,000 metres nearer our goal.
It took six days to blaze our trail to the mountain, during

which time we received two helicopter resupply drops. The
resupply time was 1230 hrs and it was with great enthusiasm
that radio communications were set up with our base half
an hour before to ensure accurate delivery. To pin-point our
position we used a marked balloon blown up with hot gas
that pushed its way through the jungle canopy to fly 200 feet
or so above it at the end of a thin nylon cord. As the minutes
ticked by, ears strained for the slightest tell-tale noise of the
helicopter’s engines as it approached from the north.
The relief amongst the patrol was almost visible as the
helicopter drew close, saw our balloon and came in low,
hovering noisily overhead to “bomb” us with our resupply
food rations. Each box had a white streamer attached to it to
facilitate its discovery after it had crashed through the trees.
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We didn’t lose a single box.
Every day the jungle changed. Sometimes it was really thick
with inter-woven vines, prickly trees, razor-sharp palm leaves
and fallen tree trunks; at other times it would change into real
primary jungle with huge trees supporting a thick canopy high
above us with a sparse covering of undergrowth underneath.
These two extremes, intermingled with their many differences
and interspersed with such hazards as steeply-sunken streams
and in one place huge round boulders, greatly governed our
rate of progress. Sometimes we would cover 1,500 metres in
an hour and at other times as few as 200 metres. In general
the day’s average after seven hours of marching was about
4,000 metres.
On the evening of the sixth day we made our base camp
on the ridge line 1,000 metres east of the summit. The lack
of surface water forced us to drink water squeezed from the
moss clinging to the rock faces, but even so it was with great
excitement that we awaited the final assault on the mountain
the following day. We rose early - the summit party of Cpl
French, L/Cpl Bates, Pte Blake and Lt Langdon were well
on our way by 0730 hrs. We moved rapidly along the ridge,
climbing two preliminary peaks before at last we saw what
appeared to be the summit towering up above us on the other
side of a deep chasm in the ridge. We looked at this new and
final challenge for some time. The sides were impressively
steep with alternate rock faces and ‘tracks’ of clinging vines
and jungle, and it was up one of these jungle ‘tracks’ that
we decided to make the assault. Unfortunately the very
top of the mountain could not be seen because of swirling
cloud. We left our penultimate peak and climbed down what
is topographically known as a saddle - that area of ground
lying between two neighbouring peaks. The going, at first
relatively easy, soon brought us up against a hundred and fifty
foot sheer rock face which, if we were not to be defeated,
had to be traversed. We roped ourselves together and after
half an hour of careful rock climbing, were all safely across.
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We still had to climb down a further hundred feet before
we could cross the saddle and reach our ominous-looking
challenge.
The final climb was over 400 feet of near-vertical mountain.
This was perhaps the only time when we welcomed the vines
and entanglements of the jungle, upon which we were able to
haul ourselves up. The feeling of excitement and exhilaration
grew high as we neared the summit.
At last, with the sweat pouring off us, we reached the top.
We could see nothing at first because of the clouds which
surrounded us, but slowly, as the minutes went by, the mist
cleared, and we could see at least thirty miles to the north and
to the south. We found ourselves to be on top of the world.
The feeling of triumph and achievement was paramount.
We had done it at last. We had climbed the tallest peak of
Mount Victoria.
We returned to our base camp full of high spirits, but it was
a long return trek back. Now all that remained was to walk
back to civilization. It took us another four days to get back
to the Southern Highway, eventually completing our final
leg along our friendly logging track. For two of those four
days we walked down a stream, and it was this that was the
key to our faster return journey.
In all we had spent eleven days in the jungle and had travelled
over thirty miles. We saw wild boars, many snakes (one of
which L/Cpl Bates managed to slice in three with his machete).
We saw numerous beautiful birds and fantastically-coloured
butterflies but most of all we saw the surrounding countryside
from the highest point on Mount Victoria.
Those who took part in the expedition were Lt Simon
Langdon, Sgt Bert Cloke, Cpl Ray French, L/Cpl Idris Bates,
L/Cpl Roger Toogood, Pte Bears, Pte Blake and Pte Taylor.
Sgt Bill Balston organized the all-important resupply drops
through Capt Gregg of the Army Air Corps.
Bert Cloke
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Welfare Report
Introduction

The Rifles benevolence system has now been running for
10 years and is still providing an excellent service for our
serving and retired servicemen and families who are in need
of support. The maximum individual grant from The Rifles
remains at £1,000 which has benefitted a number of claimants.
The ‘system’ has also been centralised so that requests for
assistance are sent direct to RHQ in Winchester.
The Army Benevolent Fund (ABF) has also made grants
in the form of Supplementary Allowances/Nursing Home
Top-Up Fees and Welfare Grants to our members. The Royal
British Legion (RBL) has also continued to make generous
financial grants.
Readers may be interested to know that The Rifles as a
whole made grants totalling £250,000 to over 500 individuals
last year.
Another major change that has occurred is the Casualty
Management System (CMS) which is a computer-driven
welfare programme. This has replaced the old Form A
which was a long-winded system that slowed the process of
giving rapid help to the needy. The system is now fully up
and running.
The Royal British Legion has also been reorganised and
the longer term future of how these changes will affect our
members is still not clear. The old county system has gone
and a regional system has replaced it. Drop-in centres have
replaced the case-worker network. Hopefully, any initial
teething problems have been ironed out.
We continue to make our annual Christmas grants to those
in need and last year we made 39 grants which included our
In-Pensioner in the Royal Hospital, Chelsea.

Friendship and Welfare Visiting

The Association Branch Welfare Visitors, branch officials
and retired officers have continued to be active throughout
2016. They once again made many welfare visits to former
members of all three former regiments and their widows who
were ill, disabled, down on their luck, in need, or lonely. The
Regiment is very appreciative and greatly indebted to them
for giving up so much of their time to make these visits which
do so much to help foster a family spirit.
If anyone knows or hears of a Regimental comrade or
widow who would benefit from a visit please contact either
the appropriate branch, area welfare officer or the Regimental
Association Secretary at The Exeter Office. If you think a
person needs help, please do not hesitate to call the office on
01392 492435. You will then be put in touch with the best
agency to deal with the case.
The first action in all events is to arrange a suitable time for
a caseworker to visit. The caseworker carries out an interview
which on average will last about 1 - 2 hours. The process
is very intrusive with many personal questions being asked
and honest answers are required. The form which is filled
in is the basis of the audit trail for all welfare funds. SSAFA
and the RBL use the same form. Confidentiality is essential
in all that happens when dealing with welfare. Rest assured
that only the caseworker and supporting agencies will see
what your form contains.

Care for Casualties (C4C)

This Regimental charity raises funds for injured soldiers and
their families as well as bereaved families. So far over £3
million has been raised. The charity is designed to provide

services or items which are not
available from the MOD or other
charitable causes. It is making a
huge difference to members of the
regimental family. Members of
the Association have been strong
supporters and have raised many thousands of pounds. This
effort is much appreciated - please keep it up.

Anyone who served in HM Forces, regardless of when, how
long for and whether in conflict or peacetime is by definition
a veteran. If you were in the Army, even if only for one day,
you are a veteran and as such can access a vast network of
support and guidance.
The Service Personnel & Veterans Agency provides a range
of ‘through life’ support functions direct to around 900,000
serving personnel and the Veterans Community.
Whatever your enquiry, whether it be accessing service
records, finding out about entitlement to a War Pension, the
Armed Forces Compensation Scheme, health concerns or
any other issue, the Agency is there to help.
Call the Helpline on 08081914218 or go to the website:
veterans-uk.info
Features on the website include an online advice section,
taking people through interactive questions to identify sources
of help on issues such as housing, money matters and caring
responsibilities. Recognising the Service which veterans have
given is an important aspect of the site, with information on
medals, the HM Armed Forces Veterans badge and other
official emblems. On the social side, the Veterans Community
section includes discounts and special offers for veterans,
advice on tracing comrades, etc.

The Army Benevolent Fund The Soldiers’ Charity

The ABF exists purely to provide
help with any problems that could
face you now or in the future.
Last year the Fund disbursed over
£4 million to help the disabled, the aged, the bereaved, the
unemployed and the homeless.
Their address is:
The Army Benevolent Fund, Mountbarrow House, 6-20
Elizabeth Street, London, SW1W 9RB
Phone: 0845 241 4820

Help at The End of The Line

SSAFA Forces Help have a
free, confidential, helpline for
ex-service personnel and their
families with any problems.
The support line is staffed by trained civilian advisers who
are not there to offer solutions, but will listen and advise
callers on a range of options to consider. An anonymous
civilian PO Box is also available if people prefer to write in.
The Freephone telephone number is: 0800 731 4880 and the
civilian PO Box address is: PO Box 1312, Freepost, Pewsey,
Wiltshire, SN9 6NN.
Email via SSAFA website: www.ssafa.org.uk
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Legionline -Advice and Helpline

Legionline is a full advice and information
helpline for the ex-Service community. For
just the cost of a local phone call you can
receive authoritative information on: Pensions/
War Pensions, Benefits, Residential Care,
Benevolence, Convalescence, Resettlement
Training and Support, Employment, Support
and Rehabilitation for those with Disabilities,
Small Business Advice and Loans, War Grave Tours and
Pilgrimages, Membership Recruitment and Services,
Ceremonial Activities, Bands, the Poppy Appeal and
Fundraising Events.
The information database includes details of other relevant
organisations and, where appropriate, callers may be redirected
for advice. The telephone number of Legionline is: 08457
725 725.
The ‘Not Forgotten’ Association provides
assistance in the form of leisure and recreational
activities for disabled ex-Service men and women.
For more information contact the ‘Not Forgotten’
Association on: 020 7730 2400 or e-mail: info@
nfassociation.org.

The British Limbless Ex-Servicemen’s
Association (BLESMA)

BLESMA aims to give exServicemen and women who either
lost limbs, the use of their limbs,
or one or both eyes as a result of
service, a counselling and caring
service and help with everyday
problems. They are recognised as the specialist charity dealing
specifically with amputees.
Contact the Association either by phone or letter at 185-187
High Road, Chadwell Heath, Romford, Essex RM6 6NA.
Tel: 020 8590 1124. E-mail: headquarters@blesma.org.
Alternatively visit the website at www.blesma.org.

Blind Veterans UK

Blind Veterans UK offers free lifelong support
and services to help veterans and their families
overcome the challenges of sight loss. The
charity provides vital emotional and practical
support to vision impaired veterans, no matter
when they served or how they lost their sight.
It could be, for instance, that they did National
Service and lost their sight years after leaving
service.
If you are a blind or vision impaired veteran,
or you know someone who is, please call 0800 389 7979 or
visit www.noonealone.org.uk.

The Lord Kitchener Memorial
Holiday Centre

Kitchener’s is a unique location in Suffolk, overlooking the sea
in south Lowestoft, offering hotel-style holiday accommodation
to ex-service men and woman and their spouses or partners.
Kitchener’s is open from April through to October and
holidays are taken Tuesday to Tuesday.
We offer ten twin-bedded rooms with en-suite bathrooms,
two of which have walk-in showers. The remainder have all the
usual bathroom facilities with an over-bath shower. Half board
is provided with a full English breakfast and a three course
evening meal in our air-conditioned dining room. At other
times guests can help themselves to tea, coffee and biscuits
from a small servery area off the dining room.
Please contact the manager, Steven Schofield, if you would like
more information about the facilities available: Lord Kitchener
Memorial Holiday Centre, 10 Kirkley Cliff, Lowestoft, NR33
0BY

Telephone: 01502 573564
lkitchenerslowestoft.co.uk
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E-mail: enquiries@

The Queen Alexandra Hospital
Home

Situated in Worthing, West Sussex, the Home
offers nursing and rehabilitation facilities for exServicemen and Women, whether their injuries
were sustained in-service or since leaving. It
caters for all ages and has long term residents as well as those
requiring short term respite care. Telephone: 01903 213458

Future Roots

Based in Dorchester, this organization provides
horticultural and farming-based activities for all
ages, especially men who are ageing or in poor
health, giving them an opportunity to engage socially
with others.
Telephone: 01305 251731 or E-mail: tony@futureroots.net

Pension Credit Guarantee

Pensioners are guaranteed a minimum amount to live on.
If their income from all sources (state basic and additional
pensions, private pensions, etc) is less than a certain amount
called ‘pension credit guarantee’, they may be able to claim
income support to top their income up to that level. The pension
credit guarantee for a single person is £155.60 per week and
for a couple is £237.55, depending on dates of birth. One in
three of those eligible do not claim it. Apply by Free phone
to: 0800 99 1234.

Health

Armed Forces Veterans may be able to get priority treatment
on the NHS for medical conditions caused by their time in
service. A major campaign has been undertaken to ensure all
doctors are fully informed about this. Individuals should ask
their GP about this scheme.
The Department of Health is ensuring that there is much
better understanding, throughout the NHS and beyond, of how
the health needs of veterans can differ from those of others.
There are specialist community mental health services for
veterans in six areas of the country. GPs, or an organisation
like Combat Stress, can refer individuals to one of these, in
complete confidence.)

King Edward VII’s Hospital, London

The Hospital offers grants and subsidies to all uninsured exService personnel and their spouses, ex-spouses and widows. If
you are in need of hospital care and wish to consider this option,
please get in touch with King Edward VII’s Hospital Sister
Agnes, Beaumont Street, London W1G 6AA.
Phone
020 7486 4411 or e-mail info@kingedwardvii.co.uk

Discounts
Defence Discount Service (DDS)

The MOD has launched the DDS as part of the Armed Forces
Covenant, in recognition of service in the Armed Forces. It is
open to members of the Armed Forces community including
Armed Forces veterans. Many high profile companies
are engaged with the Defence Discount Service, offering
discounts on cars, laptop computers, supermarkets, holidays
and mobile phones. The list is growing and it is anticipated
many more companies will now come forward to add their
support to those already committed. A wide range of discounts
and privileges can be accessed online immediately at www.
defencediscountservice.co.uk

Transport

Veterans in England who are under the age of 60, and were
seriously injured in Service, will be able claim the statutory
bus concession. In addition, Transport for London offer free
travel for war pensioners and widows, who should apply for
their free passes (Oyster Cards) using the detailed instructions
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on the TfL website at www.tfl.gov.uk and search for Veterans
Concessionary Travel Scheme.

Accommodation
SSAFA Forces Help Housing Advisory Service

The Housing Advisory Service provides information and advice
on a wide range of housing matters, for ex-service personnel,
their families and dependants. It holds extensive information
on housing providers and a précis of the housing policies of
every Local Authority in the UK. It also has a database listing
establishments and organisations which have an affiliation to
the ex-Service community. Those in need of housing assistance
should contact the Housing Officer (Information) at SSAFA
Forces Help’s Housing Advisory Service: 020 7463 9398 or
e-mail www.ssafa.org.uk

Alabaré

Alabaré has accommodation available for exsoldiers in many towns and cities in the South
West, including Plymouth, Weymouth and Bristol,
as well as “floating support” in Bournemouth.
The organisation also offers support to those who
are experiencing difficulty after leaving military
service. Staff offer help with a range of complex issues
including Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, drug and alcohol
addiction, education, employment and life skills. Anyone
requiring accommodation or other assistance should get in
touch: Alabaré Christian Care and Support, 33 Brown Street,
Salisbury SP1 2AS or phone: 01722 340147 or by e-mail:
enquiries@alabare.co.uk
Haig Homes is the leading UK provider of rented
housing for ex-Service personnel. It has over
1,300 properties situated on small well-managed
estates ranging in size from about six houses up
to the largest estate in Morden of over 270 homes.
The properties, a mix of family-sized houses, maisonettes and
flats, are spread throughout the United Kingdom. Waiting lists
are open for housing in the following areas :Ashtead, Belfast, Birmingham, Brentwood, Bristol,
Broadstairs, Bury St Edmunds, Cardiff, Carlisle, Chalfont,
Cheltenham, Dartford, Edinburgh, Enfield, Farnborough,
Glasgow, Gloucester, Grimsby, Hampstead, Harrow,
Haslemere, Hull, Isle of Wight, Jersey, Kings Lynn, Leeds,
Leicester, Liverpool, Loudwater, Lymington, Manchester,
Morden, Newcastle, Norwich, Penzance, Portsmouth, Romford,
Ruislip, Salisbury, Sheffield, Southend on Sea, Sunderland,
Sutton Coldfield, Swansea, Warrington, Wimborne, Winchfield,
Woolwich, Worcester.
Download an application form and other supporting
documents from the website www.haighousingtrust.org.uk or
request an application form to be sent to you by post by leaving
your details on an ansaphone message service on 020 8685 5777

Sheltered Housing for Old Comrades
in Dorset

Advice and assistance for anyone in housing need including all
ex-forces personnel can be obtained from West Dorset District
Council on: 01305 251010

Holiday home for the disabled in Swanage

Heroes Haven in Swanage is a 2-bedroom cabin at Herston
Leisure Park which provides affordable holidays for service
personnel and veterans with disabilities. In its own landscaped
grounds, the cabin is adapted for wheelchair use which makes
it ideal for a family or a disabled person with their carer. Full
details are available from: secretary@heroes-haven.or.uk

Employment
Regular Forces Employment Association Ltd

RFEA helps ex-Regular soldiers to resettle and
find employment, any time up to the national
retirement age and as often as necessary,
provided they served a minimum of 4 years in

the ranks or were medically discharged. The service is also
available to widows/widowers of eligible spouses who died
in service; and spouses of those eligible but who are unable to
work on medical grounds.
RFEA Employment Consultants have all had a Service career
themselves and worked in commerce or industry which places
them in a unique position to offer:
This service is available from 24 Branches throughout the
United Kingdom. To find out where your nearest Branch
contact is located, call the Central Employment Team on 0121
236 0058 or visit the website: www.rfea.org.uk
“Soldier on!” is a specialist
recruitment initiative to help
servicemen and women, as well
as veterans, to find employment. It offers the following:
1. CV writing, interview training and sector knowledge seminars
2. Work experience for those who need something non-military
on their CV, before aiming for permanent placements
3. Permanent placements for those who they can find careers
for immediately (trained individuals etc)
The service is completely free. For further information, phone
020 7193 0492 or e-mail: info@soldieron.org.uk
The Poppy Factory works with ex-Service men and women
of all ages who have a health condition or impairment that acts
as a barrier to a meaningful and enjoyable career. Their aim is
to get veterans back into work. They achieve this by working
in partnership with an increasingly wide range of businesses
and organisations and by giving as much support as they can
to help veterans thrive in their new workplace. Specific areas
of assistance are: Developing CVs and providing interview
skills and guidance; providing mentors through the corporate
mentoring scheme; sourcing job opportunities from their
network of supportive employers; discussing career
goals and helping individuals to apply for the roles you want;
proactively contacting local employers if there are not suitable
existing vacancies; creating a personal development plan once
employment has been found; providing 12 months of in-work
support. Call or email the Employment Co-ordinator: 020 8939
1837 or shaunjohnson@poppyfactory.org

Free Legal Advice

The School of Law at Queen Mary, University of London, has
a Legal Advice Centre which offers free advice to current and
past members of the Armed Services. It covers such aspects
of law as:
Family: Cohabitation, civil partnerships, divorce, financial
claims on separation, co-habitation issues for unmarried
couples, pre-nuptial agreements, children law.
Company: Start-up businesses, businesses with a turnover of
less than £100,000, social enterprises, charities.
Employment: Employment issues, immigration,
discrimination, dismissals.
Crime: Hate crime, police complaints, CRB checks and
offences, discrimination.
Property: Landlord and tenant disputes, freehold and leasehold
disputes, neighbour disputes.
Contract: Consumer transactions, private contracts
Intellectual Property: Trademarks, copyright.
The Legal Advice Centre is dedicated to offering a confidential
environment when seeking free legal advice. To make an
enquiry, please contact:
Legal Advice Centre, School of Law Queen Mary, University
of London, Mile End Road, London
E1 4NS
Telephone: 020 7882 3931 e-mail: lac@qmul.ac.uk Website:
www.advicecentre.law.qmul.ac.uk

Summary

As can be seen from the list above, help of all sorts is available
to those in need. Can we please ask all our readers to help The
Regiment to look after our old comrades and keep the Exeter
Office informed of anyone who may require assistance. Thank
you. If you have any questions about the Welfare System and
how to access it call the Exeter Office on 01392 492435.
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News From The Rifles
Our Regiment continues to set standards which others strive
to achieve. Although operations have reduced, there is a
growing trend for sending training / advisory teams to a wide
variety of locations - not least to Iraq where the local army
is, at last, beginning to beat back ISIS forces thanks in part
to the excellent training and preparation they are receiving
from the British Army. And although Afghanistan has been
out of the news for some time, a number of British troops
remain there in a variety of non-combat roles. In addition,
there is a concerted effort by the Government to influence
other nations by sending small Army teams to work with
and advise their armies. Along with the usual training and
exercise regimes which units continue to conduct, as they
always have, this means that battalions are as busy as ever.
In addition, 5 RIFLES have now moved from Paderborn to
Bulford where they have remained in the Armoured Infantry
role, equipped with Warrior. They took over the barracks
previously occupied by 4 RIFLES who, as reported in last
year’s Newsletter, have moved to Aldershot.
The Regiment attempts to hold “a Spectacular” every two
years and June saw the Massed Bands of The Rifles Sounding
Retreat on Horse Guards. This included music from the Band
and Bugles of The Rifles, the Waterloo Band, the Salamanca
Band, the Brigade of Gurkhas Band, Band of the Royal
Hamilton Light Infantry , Somerset ACF Silver Bugles Band,
Band & Bugles of Durham ACF, Rifles Fijian Community
Choir, Quirinus Band and Bugle Corps from Germany,
Buglers Association of the Light Division and Rifles, not to
mention the Military Wives Choir. John Snow, who did his
National Service in the Somerset Light Infantry, narrated
while Tom Chaplin of the pop group Keane, a friend of the
late John Rigby who was killed in Iraq, sang. A total of 39
(was that a coincidence?) tunes and songs ending with the
Regimental March “Mechanised Infantry”. HRH The Duke
of Edinburgh attended the second evening.
The Regiment also conducted a number of events in the two
counties during the year, most notably freedom parades in
Plymouth (on Armed Forces Day) and Blandford.
1 RIFLES remain at Chepstow in the light role. They are
deeply involved in a long-term commitment to train Iraqi and
Kurdish forces. This involves Battalion HQ and up to two
companies at any one time. They have also trained Kazakhstan
The buglers on Horse Guards.

The successful 4 RIFLES shooting team.

A 1 RIFLES sniper during Ex Golden Owl.
forces so that they can take up UN tasks. HRH The Duke of
Kent, who is Royal Colonel to the Battalion, visited them at
Lydd Ranges and was given a first-hand view of a Foxhound
vehicle returning live fire from a GPMG on top cover. Based
in Besmaya, Erbil, Taji and the Al Asad Air Base in Anbar
Province, Battalion personnel are training Iraqi and Kurdish
Security Forces in infantry skills, counter-IED, weapons
maintenance and combat medical techniques.
A number of Reservists from 6 RIFLES have assisted with
the training, thereby strengthening the formal ties between
the two battalions.
In the last 12 months, 1 RIFLES has come under command
of 160 Infantry Brigade, based in Brecon. The Battalion has
adopted the ‘Army 2020’ ORBAT which has meant some
changes to rifle companies which now have only two rifles
platoons and a Machine Gun Platoon. The third rifle platoon
is provided by 6 RIFLES.
The Battalion was involved in providing a force to assist
with the NATO Summit in Newport while the Sniper
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Platoon somehow found time to win the Tri-Service Sniper
Competition, which earned them a trip to the US where they
were placed as the first international team.
As part of the ongoing Defence Engagement with the
Kazakh Armed Forces, a team was sent to represent the UK
in the international sniper competition known as Exercise
Golden Owl. This competition is held every two years,
hosted by the Kazakh Armed Forces and this was the third
time 1 RIFLES have participated. Every year the scale of
the exercise, complexity of the shoots and the standard of
sniping has risen. There were teams from Kazakhstan, the
United States, Belarus, Russia, China and Pakistan while
representatives from India and Turkey observed.
2 RIFLES is also a light-roled battalion and is based in
Northern Ireland. They have moved from Ballykinler to
Lisburn where they form part of 38 (Irish) Brigade. They have
recently returned from security operations in Kabul and the
Falkland Islands and, in the last year, have conducted training
missions in Malawi, Uganda and Gabon. Adventurous
training plays a key role within the Battalion as expeditions
to Mount Everest and regular skiing trips prove. In June A
Company Group deployed to the Land Force Combat Training
Centre Cincu, in the foothills of the Transylvanian Alps to
conduct training alongside the Romanian 2nd Mountain
Brigade and a Squadron from 22nd Engineer Group, US Army.
They also took part in the firepower demonstration for the
Distinguished Visitors Day, attended by the Romanian Chief
of Defence followed by a live Combined Arms Battle Group
attack conducted by the Romanians using their BTR-80 and
US Stryker Armoured Vehicles.
After summer leave 11 intrepid members of the Battalion
set off to Gabon in the heart of Africa. In recent years the
local forest elephant population has been decimated by gangs
of poachers from neighbouring countries seeking ivory for
the Asian market. The mission was to run a training package
for a collection of Gabonese military, gendarmes, Ecoguards
(park rangers) and native trackers who are at the forefront
of the struggle against poaching in the vast forests of their
country. The team managed to remain safe throughout, even
after a couple of close encounters with startled elephants, not
to mention experiments with the local food and beer.
3 RIFLES In July 39 Riflemen of C Company were given
the honour of stepping up as Her Majesty the Queen’s
Royal Guard during Edinburgh’s Royal Week. The Riflemen
stood duty come rain or shine at both Edinburgh Castle and
Massed bands during Sounding
Retreat at Horse Guards.

3 RIFLES on parade in Edinburgh.

Holyrood Palace, an honour not previously bestowed on The
Rifles. Each night at the Palace, the Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh could be seen watching from the windows as the
dismount of the guard took place - certainly a little added
pressure! The Queen was said to be quite captivated by the
distinctiveness of light drill as compared to the more usual
heavy drill that she sees from her Foot Guards on a regular
basis. As Edinburgh Castle attracts over 3 million visitors
per year, throughout the week the Riflemen there were
inundated with tourists requesting pictures and attempting (to
no avail, of course) to distract them from their guard duties.
Only the weather was able to wrong foot the Riflemen, with
a particularly heavy Scottish summer downpour creating
slippery paving stones which sent the unfortunate Rfn Smith
sprawling as he attempted to halt! The castle guard particularly
enjoyed their daily rounds to the top of the castle, with cries
of “make way for the Queen’s Guard!” and forcing tourists
to dive for cover.
Meanwhile B Company deployed to the USA on Exercise
Rattlesnake in the deep south State of Louisiana, with the
purpose of looking at the frictions and interoperability of a
British company working within a US Battalion. It was a real
eye-opener to work with such large forces, where a map was
needed just to find the away around brigade HQ in the field.
Once the exercise was over it was time to experience some
of what Louisiana had to offer and this started with a visit
to Fort Polk which is the local US camp. It is nothing like
a British camp as it was about 7 miles from the Company’s
accommodation to the front gate! Four days R & R in New
Orleans followed, with visits to the national World War
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II museum and a battlefield tour. A small museum at the
visitor centre displays a Rifleman’s sword which belonged
to a member of the 95th Rifles, 3rd Battalion, 5th Company
which was found during excavation of a nearby battlefield.
When C Company was originally told they were going
to Georgia to deploy on a three-week multinational NATO
exercise, many assumed the destination was the American
state. However, it soon became clear that they were going
to the Republic of Georgia, the former Soviet state situated
at the intersection between Europe and Asia. So, in May the
160-strong Company Group, commanded by former Devon
and Dorset Major Dave Godfrey, arrived in Vaziani Camp,
situated on the outskirts of the capital city Tbilisi. As a
formed sub-unit, the Riflemen found themselves part of a
Battlegroup led by the Georgian Army including American
armour, artillery, paratroopers and long-range surveillance
units.
The exercise coincided with the 25th Anniversary of Georgian
Independence and it soon became clear that it was going to be an
incredibly high-profile event with media (both supportive and
hostile) present during much of the activity. Within days they
were rolling into preparations for the opening ceremony, which
had impressive attendance from high-ranking government
and military officials and ambassadors; Riflemen personally
briefed the President of Georgia on their kit and capability.
They soon deployed onto the ranges to conduct a complex and
demanding live firing packages set across undulating hillsides
which, combined with soaring temperatures during the heat
of the day, meant that the Riflemen were put through their
paces. The effect of live British 81mm mortars and American
105mm artillery supporting the troops in the attack was
incredibly impressive, especially as many had not witnessed
such firepower before.
There were opportunities for the Riflemen to see parts of
Georgia outside the training areas. A day was spent visiting
Katasi, a quaint old town in the west of the country where the
company group had the opportunity to explore the centre and
enjoy the sunshine without body armour on.
4 RIFLES as mentioned earlier, is now based in Aldershot
as part of 1 Armoured Infantry Brigade. As a mechanised
infantry battalion they have recently deployed on training
to Canada, France and America. The Battalion contains a
number of excellent shots and two individuals recently won
best overall sniper pair at an International Sniping Competition
in Australia. With training assistance from former Devon and
Dorset Peter Underhill, the 4 RIFLES shooting team produced
some excellent results, winning both the 1 Armoured Infantry
Brigade and 3rd Division Operational Shooting competitions
- the first infantry battalion to win since records began. On
the sporting front they are Army Cricket Champions. 2016
has been a year of Readiness with much of the Battalion at
five days’ notice to move.
5 RIFLES is now complete in Bulford after having conducted
The impressive grand finale of Sounding Retreat.

75

a full unit move from Paderborn. They are one of only six
Armoured Infantry battalions in the Army. Earlier in the
year A Company was fully involved in a series of Regular
Army Assistance Tasks (RAAT), some of which were more
worthwhile than others, before going to BATUS. Meanwhile
B Company completed an exercise in Kenya. Then the whole
Battalion deployed on exercise to Canada in the summer before
moving to the UK in the autumn.
6 RIFLES have been supplying individuals to 1 RIFLES’
training commitments throughout the year in addition to
conducting their own tasks which have included the main
annual exercise at Brecon during the summer. Defence
engagement with Georgia continues which has seen the
Salamanca Band performing there. More locally, Battalion
manning has been so strong that the centre in Paignton has
been re-opened for the first time for 15 years.
Two individuals have done particularly well this year:
25-year-old schoolteacher Denice Webb, of Bournemouth,
is a member of C Company based in Dorchester and won
a middleweight silver medal in the Brazilian jiu-jitsu event
at the Army Martial Arts Championships, while in Devon,
24-year-old Leila Jones, a law graduate from Paignton, has
become the first person to be recruited solely for her talent as
a singer. As a member of the Salamanca Band she has already
toured to Dubai with them.
On 9th April the 100th anniversary of the award of the VC
to Private James Henry Finn was marked by the unveiling of a
commemorative plaque by Colonel Edward Bolitho, the Lord
Lieutenant of Cornwall, at Mount Folly in Bodmin. Major
Simon Freer OC D Company 6 RIFLES read the citation which
described how Private Finn rescued wounded soldiers from the
battlefield whilst under continuous enemy fire. The ceremony
was attended by Private Finn’s relatives, along with the High
Sheriff of Cornwall and the Mayors of Bodmin and Truro.
7 RIFLES like 2 RIFLES, is part of 38 (Irish) Brigade,
despite being based in the Home Counties. During the year the
Battalion has deployed soldiers to Kabul and Cyprus and on
a training mission to Uganda. This has continued on a culture
of operational deployment that has sustained members of the
Battalion on operations since 2007. A history of successful
interaction with the local community was further strengthened
during winter flooding with significant support provided to
civilian services. The Battalion is heavily committed to both
employer and community engagement and supporting the
wider Army’s recruiting effort. The Battalion is paired with
2 RIFLES under the Army 2020 structure and enjoys a very
close relationship.
The best source of further information about The Rifles is the
annual magazine called “The Bugle” - this can be purchased
from RHQ in Winchester using the form opposite. Those
not wishing to part with their hard-earned cash can see brief
snapshots of what the Regiment is involved in by visiting their
website: theriflesnetwork.co.uk
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Last Post
Devons 2016

Capt J Loveys Jervoise (John, known as Jack) died
near Basingstoke in Hampshire on 13th January aged 80.
Commissioned into the Royal Pioneer Corps in 1954, he
served in Egypt during the Suez Crisis before moving to 1st
Devons in 1955. He served for a year before transferring to
the Royal Berkshire Regt. He then returned to 4th Devons
(TA) from 1960-62 before again transferring - this time to
4th/5th Royal Hampshires 1962-67 and finally the Wessex
Volunteers 1967-68. He inherited the family estate in 1962
and went on to become a Deputy Lieutenant and then High
Sheriff of Hampshire in 1999.
Mr J Hodge (John) of Plymouth died on 26th February aged
88. He served with the Devonshire Regiment 1946-52 and
saw service in Malaya.
Mr W Savage (William, known as Bill) of Chippenham died
on 13th March aged 95. He was conscripted in early 1942
and went to No. 46 ITC at Bodmin before joining the 11th
Battalion The Devonshire Regiment and after several periods
of training embarked on the troopship Staffordshire bound
for Budri in India before eventually joining 1st Battalion who
were engaged in fighting the Japanese. He was wounded by
a mortar bomb which broke his shin bone and after a spell
in a local hospital embarked on a roundabout route back to
England.
Mr S Mitchell (Sid) of Plymouth died on 18th March aged
89. He served with 2nd Devons during WW2.
Sgt F Friend (Freddie) died at Torquay on 28th May aged 99.
He was a member of 7th (Haytor) Bn of the Devons which
was re-roled to become 87th (A/Tk) Regt RA during WW2
and fought in N Africa and Italy. He was later Chairman
& Secretary of the Torbay Branch of the Association. (See
Obituaries).
Mr C F Sampson (Charles) of Newton Abbot died on 8th
June aged 87. He served from 1946-1948.
Mr J W Stephens (James) of Upminster died on 14th June
aged 97. He served throughout the Second World War in
5th Devons (PWO) and 86th (A/Tk) Regt RA including the
invasion of France and the battle for Hill 112. He had also
been a Standard Bearer in Essex for a number of years.
Mr C Coleman (Clifford) of Plymstock died on 27th June
aged 84. He served with the Devons and later with the KOSB
in Korea.
Mr S Lee (Stanley) of Tiverton died on 27th June. He served
with 4th and 8th Devons during the Second World War.
Mr D Phillips (Den) of Topsham died on 10th July. He served
in C Company, 1st Devons from 1954-56.
Maj P W R F Falkner (Peter) of Exeter died on 30 July 2016
aged 97. He was commissioned in 1939 and served throughout
WW2 with the King’s African Rifles. Having retired in 1959
he held a number of Regimental and charity appointments.
(See Obituaries.)
Mr C Hall RBA RCA (Christopher) died in Newbury on
4th August, aged 85. He served in Malaya with 1 Devons as
a National Serviceman in the late 1940s and in the TA with
London UOTC 1950-55. After National Service he trained at
the Slade School of Art in the early 1950s and becoming a fulltime artist. He was also a councillor in Newbury, being elected
Mayor of the town in 1967 - at the age of just 36, he was the
youngest person ever to hold the 370-year-old appointment.
Christopher had many one-man gallery shows and his work
is represented in the collections of the Arts Council, Barclays
Bank, The Museum of London, The National Library of
Wales, Oxford University Press, Shell UK, Allied Lyons and

the Art Galleries of Reading and Carmarthen.
Mr Raymond Farley of Plymouth died 05 October 2016
aged 87. He served with 1st & 4th Devons and saw service
in Kenya.
Mr Brian Madge of Camberley died November 2016 aged
82. He served with 1 Devons 1951-1957 and saw service
in Kenya.

Dorsets 2016

Mr W J Coley (William) of Hythe died on 25th February
aged 91. He served with 5th Dorsets from 1942 to ‘48 and saw
service in Holland and Germany. He was later commissioned.
Mr A R Cast (Roy) of Southampton died on 28th February
aged 87. He served in 2nd Dorsets 1946-48 in Japan, Malaya
and Singapore.
Mr N Bugg (Norman) of Stourton Caundle died on 10th
May aged 81. He was a National Service Dorset in the 1950s
in Minden.
Capt D G Wollen (Derrick) of Wimborne died on 14th
October aged 90. After a short period in the Dorset Home
Guard he joined the Army in 1944 and was commissioned
into the Dorset Regiment in 1945. Attached to 17th Dogra
Regiment of the Indian Army, he served in South Waziristan
on the North West Frontier and at Multan. He returned to the
UK in July 1947 and was at the Depot in Dorchester before
being demobbed in November. He was recalled as a Reservist
upon the outbreak of the Korean War and then volunteered to
join 4th Dorsets with whom he served until 1962. He qualified
as a solicitor in 1949 and subsequently worked in Bath before
settling in Wimborne where he became well known and well
respected for his work with local groups and charities.
Mr G V Eavis (Geoff) of Gillingham died on 23rd September
aged 82. He served with 1st Dorsets in Hong Kong and
Korea from 1952-1955, latterly as a carrier driver in Support
Company. He was a loyal and long-standing member of the
Gillingham Branch as well its Standard Bearer for 15 years.
He organised the popular Hong Kong and Korea reunions
for a number of years.
Mr V Cox (Victor) of Newbury died on 2nd October aged
81. He was a member of the Bath Branch. He served with
1st Dorsets from 1953-55 in Hong Kong and Korea.
Mr L Gigg (Leonard) of Dartmouth died on 9th November
aged 82. He served with the Dorsets from 1955-1957.
Mr R Harcourt (Rex) of Gillingham died on 10th November
aged 84. He served in the Dorsets from 1952-1955 and saw
service in Hong Kong.

Devon and Dorset 2016

Mr D Cross (David) of Sutton Coldfield died on 9th January
aged 54. He served in the Regimental Band from 1979-94.
Mr S Willcox (Simon) died on 25th January aged 48. He
served in 1 D and D from 1987-1990. (See obituaries)
Lt Col M Wilson RAPC (Michael) died on 3rd February. He
joined 1 D and D in 1964 as Regimental Paymaster in Northern
Ireland prior to the Battalion moving to Germany, where he
continued to serve with them in Munster and Osnabruck.
Mr G Dyer (Garfield known as ‘Dippy’) of Exeter died on
17th February aged 72. He was a popular and well-respected
member of the Regimental Bands. As a member of the 1 D
and D Band he was promoted to Band Sergeant Major and
went on to be appointed Bandmaster of the 4 D and D Band.
Mr M Robinson (Maurice) died in February aged 79. He
joined the Dorsets in 1957, served in Minden at Amalgamation.
When 1 D and D returned from Cyprus in 1961, he and others
stayed there with the Royal Hampshires.
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Mr J Lewis (John) of Torquay died on 29th February aged
82. He served in the Regimental Band and well as acting as
a medic.
Mr K Wood (Kenneth known as Lackri) of Exeter died on 4th
March aged 92. He served with the Devons then the Devon
and Dorsets from 1946-68, retiring as TQMS, 1 D and D.
Mr D Williams (Dave) of Crediton died on 11th March. He
was Drum Major 1 D and D in the 1971-77 and held the same
appointment in 4 D and D in the 1980s and 90s. He served
with 1 D and D in Cyprus, Malta, Germany and the UK.
Mr A Bissett (Anthony) of Bideford died on 17th March aged
58. He served with 1st Battalion from 1979-88.
Mr J D Landolt (John) died on 1st May aged 79. He was
an Intelligence Corps officer who was attached to 1 D and
D in 1961.
Mr J K Parker (Jeff) died on 25th May aged 60. He served
in 1 D and D in the 1970s and 80s.
Mr B Ford (Barry) of Plymouth died on 1st June aged 77.
He served with 1 Dorset and 1 D and D.

Mr J Cummings (John) of Taunton died in July aged 88.
He served with the Devons and 1 D and D.
Maj G B Blight MBE (Gerald) of Farnham died on 27th
July aged 85. He served with the Dorsets and
1 D and D (See obituaries).
Mr G Body (Graham) of Barnstaple died on 17th October
aged 69. He served in Support Company
1 D and D from 1964-1973.
Capt G J Woolner (George) of Plymstock died on 18th
October. He served firstly in 1 D and D but then spent many
years with Devon ACF as an adult instructor. He was a loyal
supporter of the Devon ACF Association, becoming its longserving secretary.
Mr P W Cope (Peter, known as Copie) of Kingsbridge died
on 20th October aged 81.
Maj R A F Reep (Bob) died on 20th December aged 87. He
served in the Dorsets and D and D between 1949 and 1984
(see Obituaries).

Obituaries
Maj G B Blight MBE
Gerald Blight was born in April
1931 at Totnes, but his family
moved shortly afterwards to
Ashburton where his father
was Manager of Lloyd’s Bank.
He attended Blundell’s School
and RMA Sandhurst before
being commissioned into the
Dorsets in August 1951 and
serving with the Battalion in
Vienna and the Far East.
He gained his parachuting
wings and served with 1 PARA
for two years in Cyprus and
Suez before rejoining 1st
Dorsets in Germany where he
was present at the Amalgamation. Not long afterwards he
was posted as a company commander to 7th Battalion of
the Royal Malay Regiment for two years before becoming
DAAG at the Wessex Depot in Exeter and then becoming a
staff officer in MI3 in the War Office.
Gerald commanded a company of 1 GLOSTERS in Dover
and Cyprus before moving back to Malaysia with 2nd
Malaysian Rangers. He was then appointed Training Major
with Dorset TA in 1966 and later served with the Royal
Hampshires in Netheravon.
A spell on the staff of HQ East Anglian District was
followed by three years back with 1 D and D as, firstly, OC
Headquarter Company and then Battalion 2IC in Malta. His
final appointments in the Army were as DAQMG/Q in MOD
from 1971-73, DAAG Rhine Area 1973-76 and as Training
Major and CO of East Midland UOTC. He retired in May
1980 and was awarded the MBE for his work with the UOTC.
Gerald rejoined the Army on NRPS terms and went on to
serve on the staff of Bn HQ 2 WESSEX before taking up
a youth development appointment at Huntley & Palmers.
He developed a love for chess while at school and was a
very capable player, becoming Army champion of BAOR
and Hong Kong. He was, remarkably, able to play (and beat)
three others concurrently - while driving! In his youth he was
a fine athlete, representing every unit he served in.
Gerald was a very bright, intelligent, officer but unlike some

of that persuasion was very much down-to-earth and popular
with all ranks wherever he served and he was well known
for being the life and soul of the party, always cheerful and
maintaining morale even in the most trying of circumstances.
Gerald Blight died, aged 85, on 27th July 2016.

Major P W R F Falkner
Major Peter Falkner was born
in 1919 near Exmouth. He
attended St Peter’s School in
Exmouth, Cheltenham and
St Edward’s Oxford. He was
commissioned into the Devons
in 1939 and after a short spell at
the Depot in Exeter, was posted
to 2nd Dorsets in Aldershot
later that year. A further spell of
training in Exeter was followed
by his secondment to the King’s
African Rifles in 1940. He
served with them throughout the
War, in East Africa, Abyssinia,
Ceylon and Burma, often in Signals appointments, and gaining
promotion to Acting Major.
Upon his return to the UK in May 1945 he was appointed
Adjutant of 4th Devons and set about training for the planned
invasion of Japan. When the War ended he moved with the
Battalion to Italy and then Austria. The Battalion was placed
in suspended animation in 1947 and he became the regular
Adjutant of 4th Devons (TA) before being posted to Greece
as Staff Captain A/Q at the British Military Mission.
Spells with 1st Bn The Wiltshire Regt (1951-53) as a
company commander in Hong Kong and at the Devons’
Depot as OC Training Company (1953-55) were followed by
his appointment as a company commander with 1 Devons in
Celle. He was present at the Amalgamation in Minden and
moved with 1 D and D to Piddlehinton. Shortly thereafter,
in late 1958, he moved back to the Depot in Exeter before
retiring from the Army and taking up the appointment of
Admin Officer for Devon TA from 1960-67.
Peter spent the remainder of his working life in a wide
variety of mainly Army charitable appointments with SSAFA
(becoming Chairman in 1978), St John’s & Red Cross, Devon
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War Pensions, committee member of Huntley Officers’
Residential Home, Vice-Chair of Kenton Parish Council,
Chair of Kenton Conservative Association , Vice-President
of Starcross Branch of the Royal British Legion, Regimental
Trustee, Chair of the Regimental Welfare Committee and
member of the Special Committee of the Army Benevolent
Fund (Devon). He was also a member of Devon Emergency
Volunteers and a Church Warden of Kenton Church.
Outside of work Peter was a very keen sailor, frequently
crossing the Channel and going further afield to the
Mediterranean. He was also a keen horse rider and skier.
Major Peter Falkner died, aged 97, on 30th July 2016.

Sergeant F G Friend
F r e d e r i c k G e o rg e
(Freddie) Friend was
Torbay born and bred.
Born in April 1917,
he was a particularly
fine rugby player,
captaining Brixham
1st XV at the age of
18. He had represented
Devon on a number
of occasions before
being called up at the
beginning of WW2. As
a local man he joined 5th Devons (TA) which was shortly
afterwards split into 5th Devons and 7th (Haytor) Battalion.
Coming from east of the River Dart, he was posted to 7th
Battalion which was then employed as the Machine Gun
Battalion of 45th Division, equipped with Maxims. But the
day of the machine gun as a dominant factor in battle was
passing and in the autumn of 1941 the Battalion was ordered
to re-form as 87th Anti-Tank Regiment Royal Artillery
- much to the chagrin of Freddie and his fellow Devons,
although they remained based in Chagford. Nonetheless,
they re-trained quickly onto anti-tank guns and deployed to
Tunisia in 1941. By this time Freddie had been promoted to
Troop Sergeant. When the North African campaign ended in
early 1944, he was posted to Italy before eventually being
demobbed. While in the Army he had managed to continue
playing rugby - particularly in Italy where he represented the
Army on a number of occasions.
Back in Devon he resumed his career as a horticulturist
- working in particular for the Toorak Hotel. He later used
his expertise to become a leading judge at numerous shows,
specialising in fushias. Rugby remained a great love of his
life and he played for Torquay and Devon until his mid-30s,
captaining his county in the 1946-47 season. He later became a
referee for more than a decade. He remained closely affiliated
to Torquay Rugby Club for the rest of his life. Freddie
maintained his loyalty to the Regiment. He was Chair and
Secretary of the Torbay Branch of the Regimental Association
for longer than anyone can remember and was one of the first
recipients of the President’s Award. He continued to keep in
touch with the Exeter Office until just months before he died.
He was a true gentlemen - nobody had a bad word against
him, nor he against them.
Freddie Friend died in Torquay on 28th May 2016, aged 99.
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Major R A F Reep
Robin Alfred Francis (Bob) Reep
was born in 1929 in Auckland,
New Zealand where his father
was a serving officer in the Royal
Navy, but moved to England
as a boy and was brought up in
Weymouth, Dorset and Plymouth,
Devon. He attended Kelly College,
Tavistock during the War and
RMA Sandhurst from 1948-49
before being commissioned into
the Dorset Regiment in 1949
and joining 1st Bn in Austria. In
1952 he moved with the Bn to
Kong Kong where he served as RSO before taking up an
appointment in Brigade HQ. He quickly made his name as
a fine sportsman, especially at rugby, athletics and skiing,
frequently representing the Army in all three sports. He helped
train the 1956 British Olympic cross-country skiing team. He
was later MMG Platoon Commander of 1st Bn in Korea as
well as acting as a Liaison Officer to the US Marine Corps.
Two years in staff appointments in Cyprus and London
were followed by his move back to Regimental Duty as OC
C Coy 1 D and D, by now in Cyprus, in 1960. In 1963 he
was appointed Staff Officer PT in HQ Northern Command
before being posted to 1 Glosters as OC Training Coy in
Swaziland for a year.
Thereafter most of his appointments were on the staff –
DAA & QMG in HQ East Midland District 1966-69, DAA
& QMG Briefing & Liaison Team in Libya in 1969, HQ
NORTHAG in Rheindahlen in 1970 and again in 1978, as
well as his final job in Public Relations at HQ 1(BR) Corps,
Bielefeld in 1983. In between these he was Adjutant of the
Army Apprentices College at Arborfield 1975-78. During
the period 1975-81 he led a number of ski touring exercises
in the Alps. He retired in 1984.
Bob went on to join Wessex Water Authority, based in
Bristol, as Emergency and Civil Defence Planning Officer
until 1992 when he and his family settled in Frome. As well
as continued participation in skiing, he became a keen angler.
In 1987 he took up duck-carving and became well-known
enough to exhibit and sell his work in London.
Bob Reep died on 20th December aged 87.

Private S Willcox

Simon Willcox served in 1 D and
D from 1987-1990. He was born
in 1967 and attended Brightlands
School, Gloucestershire and
Blundells School, Devon. He joined
9 Platoon, C Company in Berlin in
1987. After serving with Support
Company in Bulford he ended his
career in the COP Platoon, South
Armagh, in 1989. The photo of
Simon was taken by John House
who, along with George Campbell and Mark Hale, served
together in the COP.
After working in London he settled in Dorset and became
a financial advisor. Simon re-established his contacts with
the Regiment after attending the funeral of Mark Hale who
was one his good friends from COP days.
Tragically, Simon was diagnosed with cancer in 2014 and,
despite fighting hard and bravely for two years, he died on
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25th January 2016. Throughout his illness he was courageous,
calm and dignified. He will be greatly missed by all his family
especially his wife and children who live in Wimborne. His
Regimental friends were a source of great support and pleasure
to him in the last years of his life.

Lieutenant Colonel W G Wood OBE MC
William George (Bill) Wood was
born in the village of Sticklepath
near Okehampton in November
1921. Educated at Tavistock
Grammar School and RMA
Sandhurst, he was commissioned
into the Devonshire Regiment in
December 1940. He joined 4th
Bn, then serving in Gibraltar, and
moved back to England with them
before being posted to 2nd Battalion
with whom he landed on D-Day.
On that day, at Ryes, seeing some
of his men in danger of being cut
off, he grabbed a Bren gun and ran
forward, firing with such effect that his men were extricated.
Five days later, at La Belle Epine, when a carrier was hit, he
went ahead under heavy fire and rescued the wounded crew.
He was Mentioned in Despatches.
On June 18, at Longues-sur-Mer, when enemy snipers were
harassing the battalion position, Wood managed to stalk and
take out one of them single-handed. Then in January 1945,
he was in command of a platoon near Sittard in Holland and
volunteered to go out on a hazardous reconnaissance patrol.
Leaving a small covering party 150 yards away, he and another
officer got within 10 yards of the enemy. They were spotted
and came under fire. Wood’s comrade was wounded and taken
prisoner while he himself was in danger of being surrounded
at any moment. But he stayed in position, firing back with
his Sten until there was no hope of rescuing his friend and
he had gained all the necessary information. He went on to
become the Battalion’s Intelligence Officer, Signals Officer
and Company 2IC during the campaign and was awarded a
MC for his part in a series of actions in the last 10 months
of the war in north-west Europe. The citation stated that he
was a wonderful example and inspiration to all ranks and had
shown unflinching devotion to duty.
After the War was Chief Instructor at 5th Infantry Division
School, HQ Company Commander and then Adjutant 2nd
Devons before, in 1947, being seconded to the Sudan Defence
Force. After attending Staff College in 1952, he moved to
the School of Infantry as a GSO2. Two years as Adjutant of
1st Devons in BAOR followed before he was seconded to
the Malaysian Forces as Deputy Assistant Adjutant General
(DAAG) in Kuala Lumpur where he was again Mentioned
in Despatches. After two years as Training Major with 4th
Devons (TA) in Exeter he moved to the War Office as a GSO2
in SD1. In 1963, he raised 2nd Bn Malaysian Rangers, one of
two battalions that were formed as part of the “Confrontation”
with Indonesia. Accompanied by a small group of seconded
British officers and NCOs, they went into the Sabah jungle
to find their recruits who were land and sea Dyaks, Bornean
Chinese, Kadazan Christians, Muslims and Buddhists.
They spoke no English. Communication took place by sign
language or with the help of interpreters. There were no
uniforms, no messes, no routines and no weapons. They had
never handled money; all trading was done by barter. Within
four weeks, the battalion was being drilled on the parade
ground. They had no experience of jungle warfare but some

were formidable trackers and many became splendid soldiers.
His next appointment was that of AA&QMG at Sandhurst.
During a presentation at the Sovereign’s Parade, Prince Philip,
who has a formidable knowledge of decorations, stopped to
ask him about the Order of Kinabulu which had been awarded
by the governor of Sabah.
In 1969, Wood became AAG at HQ Strategic Command.
He was appointed OBE the following year and, from 1971 to
1976, he was DAAG (Coord) at HQ 1 (BR) Corps in BAOR.
In November 1976 he retired from the Army and became
personnel manager at the Fatstock Marketing Corporation,
based in London, before finally retiring in 1982. Settled in
a village in Hampshire, he enjoyed shooting, fishing and
walking.
Lieutenant-Colonel Bill Wood died, aged 94, on 28th
December 2015.
Brigadier John Randle writes:
My long friendship with Bill developed, not by accidence but
“by accidents”. In October 1946, on the day after I joined
2nd Devons in Luneburg from the Indian Army, I was selected
to play for the battalion in a rugger match. I met Bill just
before the kick-off and was concerned when he was carried
off with an injury during the game. So I went to see him in
hospital and we got on well. He came out of hospital but
was very shortly afterwards thrown whilst riding one of the
battalion horses and went back to hospital with a fracture - so
I renewed my visits and our friendship prospered, in the mess
and out shooting on the Battalion’s wonderful shoot near the
Elbe. Years later, I recall ringing Bill only to be told by a
relaxed Judy to say that he was temporarily hors de combat,
resting, after falling from an apple tree. Plus ca change!
Bill and Judy were badly hit by a major tragedy when
their twelve-year-old son, William, died at home from an
epileptic fit. William was at that time at the same prep school
as my son Will - late of the Regiment, as was Julian Hastings,
the son of my great friend and Bill’s, Martin Hastings of the
Regiment.
Like so many officers of the Regiment of his and earlier
generations, Bill much enjoyed tropical soldiering with
African soldiers. He did two tours in the Equatorial Corps
of the Sudan Defence Force (SDF), based at Juba (then a
quiet place but now the capital of the troubled Republic of
South Sudan). “Bimbashi Wood of the Equats” was right up
his street! (The SDF used Turkish Army titles).

Support your Newsletter
The Regimental Association Committee hope you have
enjoyed this edition of The Newsletter.
Each copy costs over £2 to print and distribute. This
expense is a major drain on Association funds.
Any donations to offset this cost would be greatly
appreciated. They would be welcome at any time and
there is section you can complete in the enclosed Reunion
instruction.
For those members wishing to donate electronically,
instructions may be found on page 8.
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