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Locations
The Rifles Exeter Office

Mrs Babs Holliman
Building 11, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter EX2 6AR.
Tel: (01392) 492435 Mil: 94348 2435
E-mail: infhq-rifles-exeter-ao@mod.uk

The Devonshire and Dorset
Regimental Charity

Lt Col (Retd) Geoff Nicholls
Building 11, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter EX2 6AR.
Tel: (01392) 492436 Mil: 94348 2436
E-mail: danddsec@hotmail.com

The Regimental Association of
The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment

WO1 Tony Cox BEM
Building 11, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter EX2 6AR.
Tel: (01392) 492436 Mil: 94348 2436
E-mail: danddassnsec@outlook.com

The Military Museum of Devon and Dorset
(The Keep Museum)
Curator: Mr Chris Copson
Deputy Curator: Miss Laura Gardner
Archivist: Mr Luke Dady
Custodian: Mr John Murphy
Barrack Road, Dorchester DT1 1RN.
Tel: (01305) 264066
E-mail: curator@keepmilitarymuseum.org
Website: www.keepmilitarymuseum.org

Museum Display

The North Devon and Barnstaple Museum
The Square, Barnstaple EX32 8LN.
Tel: (01271) 346747
Fax: (01271) 346407
E-mail: jerrylee@northdevon.gov.uk
Website: www.northdevon.gov.uk

The Regimental Association
The objects of the Regimental Association are:
1. To promote the efficiency of the Army by maintaining:
a. Contact between past and present members of The
Regiment, fostering mutual friendship between them
and providing suitable social gatherings.
b. The espirit de corps and comradeship that members
found whist serving.
c. The traditions of The Regiment and to publicise and
disseminate information concerning the history, deeds
and customs of The Regiment.

2. To alert The Rifles, which now manages welfare funds on
behalf of its antecedent regiments, to any welfare needs of
past members of The Regiment and their dependants who
are in conditions of need, hardship or distress.
3. To encourage recruiting into The Rifles.
Further to the objects listed above, the Regimental Association
Charity has power to take all necessary action for publicising
and disseminating information concerning the histories, deeds
and traditions of The Regiment and the former Regiments.
Note: “The Regiment” as mentioned above includes all
earlier regiments, such as the Devonshire Regiment and the
Dorset Regiment which amalgamated to create the Devon
and Dorsets, as well as any successor regiment or unit, for
example The Rifles.

The Devonshire and Dorset Regimental Association Reunion 2019
Saturday 11 May 2019 - Exeter
Once again you are warmly invited to come and join the
Regimental Family on this special day. Please note that
we will repeat the earlier timings this year to increase the
time available for socialising.
* March through the centre of Exeter - led by The Devon
ACF Band and our Branch Standards.
* Honour our Regiments and fallen comrades in the Service
and Act of Remembrance
* Enjoy a Reunion Buffet Lunch and Social. Meet old
acquaintances; catch up with your friends
Outline timings are as follows and full details are in the
letter you will find enclosed with this Newsletter. Please
send us your return.
Whether you have been to a Regimental Reunion before
or not, this is the time to come home.
You will be warmly welcomed.

Timings
* 1015 hours: Annual General Meeting (AGM)
- to
ensure that members can influence the management of
the Association.
* 1130 hours: A parade through Exeter - to show the
West Country that we are still going strong (form up by
1115 hours).
* 1150 hours: Inspection, Drumhead Service, Presentation
of President’s Awards (all completed in front of the
Cathedral).
* 1230 hours to 1700 hours: A buffet lunch and reunion
in the Corn Exchange.
* 1900 hours: An evening get-together in the Rougemont
Hotel in Queen Street (opposite Central Station) organised
by our Exeter Branch - to continue the movement (closes
at midnight).

Full details are in the enclosed letter. We all very much hope to see you there.
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Chairman’s Message
I write these notes from New Zealand where
Viv and I are enjoying a long-awaited extended
holiday visiting family and friends and touring
the country. As we have travelled around, I have
been surprised and humbled by the number of
war memorials we have come across in the
most remote communities, each with recently
laid wreaths. Remembrance has dominated
2018 here just as it has in the UK, particularly
Association activity.
Our Reunion in May was another outstanding
success with a good number marching supported
by bands. The weather was kind and the
Drumhead Service on Cathedral Green was
a moving event. On your behalf I would like
to thank the Rifles and Devon Army Cadet
Force bands for providing marching music
and Reverend Canon Eric Woods for leading
the Drumhead service and battling with the Cathedral bells
celebrating the marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan!
We continue to be welcomed by the people of Exeter and
the service on Cathedral Green provides a moment for us
to remember previous generations and comrades recently
passed away.
A week later saw two tour groups heading for France to
visit battlefield sites and to mark the centenary of the action
by 2 DEVONS at Bois des Buttes on 27 May 1918. Both
tours were highly successful and the commemoration event
was a fitting tribute. We were joined by contingents from 5
Gibraltar Battery Royal Artillery and The Rifles as well as, it
seemed, the entire population of the village. Our thanks go to
the organisers of the two tour groups Steve Keane and Geoff
Nicholls – the latter who was also responsible for organising
the ceremony, to Brian Duff for arranging the commemorative
presentation and above all to our President General Sandy
Storrie for his captivating and moving speech; the words ‘It
was a long way from the fields and meadows of Devon’ will
be long remembered.
We have also bidden farewell to a number of our
contemporaries. I would not normally comment on any one
individual, but the numbers who attended Kev Fitzgerald’s
funeral in Exeter on 15th June was testament to the great
esteem he was held in both as RSM of the 1st Battalion and
subsequently as one of the prime movers in the Association.
We are grateful to Reverend Simon Farmer for leading the
service.
Early in the year, RHQ received an invitation from a group in
Clonmany, County Donegal who were planning a First World
War centenary commemoration. The focus of the event would
be Private Sidney Humphris of the Devonshire Regiment.
Little is known about Sidney other than that he came from
Witney and joined the Army in 1918. He was posted to the
4th Battalion and sent to Glenfield Camp in Clonmany. Their
role was to train recruits from Ireland for service in France.
Sadly Sidney caught Spanish ‘flu and died on 3rd October
1918. His gravestone lies in St Columba’s Church and was to
be the focus of the commemoration. Paddy Ryan, Bert Cloke
and Pat Toms attended the ceremony; a standard was carried
and a wreath laid. In reflecting on this event, the invitation
and our attendance it is interesting to note how over time
attitudes have changed and animosities have been forgotten.
Last year many of us attended the dedication of our new
Regimental Memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum. It
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was suggested that thereafter there should be an
annual pilgrimage. Thanks to the efforts of Steve
Keane and Smudge Less, on 5th November a
coach party from Exeter, augmented by many
others who had travelled independently from far
and wide, gathered at the NMA. The focus this
year was the Ulster Ash Grove to commemorate
the death of LCpl Stephen Taverner who died
of injuries 35 years previously following an
explosion in Crossmaglen. The Battalion was
at that time based in Ballykinler and the patrol
was supporting 1st Battalion The Grenadier
Guards. Stephen’s sister and other members of
the patrol were present at the commemoration
as well as two representatives of the Grenadier
Guards who had been present on the day of the
incident. After visiting the Ulster Ash Grove,
many moved on to the Regimental Memorial to
pay their respects. Whilst there, an NMA volunteer made
the unsolicited comment that ours ‘was the nicest memorial
at the NMA’. I agree.
That same week I had the privilege of joining members
at the Westminster Abbey Field of Remembrance on 8th
November with Prince Harry as the Royal representative.
Jeremy Lillies and the London Branch have done sterling
service over many years to represent us at this event. I very
much hope that others will now come forward to continue
this, which is a great occasion to represent the Regiment and
meet many old friends.
Three days later on 11th November many of you will have
been involved in Remembrance Day services and parades
across the country. In Exeter, our President laid a wreath at
the city ceremony in Northernhay Gardens and afterwards
made a presentation to the Lord Mayor in the Guildhall.
This presentation was identical to the one which Brian
Duff had arranged for the Mayor of La Ville aux Bois les
Pontavert following the commemoration of the battle of
Bois des Buttes. Another group, including myself and led
by John Arnold, had the privilege of attending the London
Cenotaph Parade. Tickets for this event are rarer than hens’
teeth but we hope that our strong presence this year, and the
detailed comments on the Regiment by David Dimbleby
in his BBC commentary, will help us secure more in 2019.
Please look out for information on the Westminster Field of
Remembrance and Cenotaph Parade in the Janner and reply
early if you wish to attend.
Early last year an Association member requested that our
Regimental flag should be flown at the ‘Keep’ - the Military
Museum of Devon and Dorset in Dorchester. I am pleased
to report that this now takes place on a frequent basis. But
the Keep has more to offer than just a flagpole with our flag
on it. It is where many of our Regimental artefacts are on
display, much of our Regimental history is recorded and
is the focus of our history and heritage. It also has a shop
stocking memorabilia, prints, badges, ties and books. I
would recommend the Museum’s website at: https://www.
keepmilitarymuseum.org as well as a visit. The Museum
also needs our support so please consider becoming a
‘Keep Friend’: https://www.keepmilitarymuseum.org/info/
keep+friends or if you live close by, becoming a volunteer.
As you will have read in the President’s notes, there have
been subtle changes to management arrangements for the
Regimental charitable funds with broader representation
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on the board of Trustees. The Association Committee will
follow guidance given by the new Trust Board. To deliver
this the committee will be expanded in order to make it more
representative of all elements of the Association. There is
already much organic activity and huge initiative being shown
across the Association; indeed I believe this is growing.
Harnessing this for the benefit of all members must be our aim.
I should like to finish by asking you to do three things:
firstly, put the dates of the next two reunions in your diary:

11th May 2019 and 16th May 2020 – it would be good to see
you and even better if you could join the march; secondly,
please support the Museum and consider becoming a Keep
Friend; finally, keep in touch with your mates – this is the
Association’s principal purpose but there is much you can
do individually and every contact makes a difference and is
really important.
Thank you for your support during this important year; I
look forward to seeing more of you in 2019.

Message from the
President of the Regimental Association
It seems like only a few weeks since I drafted
last year’s notes. It has been a momentous
year, nationally and Regimentally: the
hundredth anniversary of the end of the First
World War. The sacrifices of our veterans
have caught the imagination of the public,
and it has been gratifying to see such big
turnouts at all commemorative events.
The Regimental Association has been
right to the fore: nationally, at the Field of
Remembrance and the Cenotaph, locally in
Devon and Dorset, and regimentally, at our
own acts of remembrance here and abroad.
On 27 May 2018, the 100th anniversary
of the battle of Bois des Buttes, around 100
members of the Regimental Association and
their families, along with contingents from
The Rifles and the Royal Artillery, gathered
at the site of the battle for a short service to
commemorate the nearly 600 officers and
men of the 2nd Battalion of the Devonshire
Regiment and 19/5 Battery RA, who lost
their lives in resisting the last big German
offensive of the war. We were matched by
a similar number of locals, led by the local Mayor, and we
joined together in a shared commemoration of the actions of
our ancestors - most of them still in their teens and twenties
- who fought on until they were overrun.
As we know, the “war to end all wars” turned out to be
nothing of the sort. In November, Association members
gathered again at the National Memorial Arboretum to
remember the victims of more recent conflicts, and in
particular L/Cpl Steve Taverner, who was sadly killed in
Crossmaglen 35 years before. The party visited both the
Ulster Ash Grove and our own Regimental memorial, and
laid wreaths on behalf of the Association.
Many people contributed to making these events a success,
but I would particularly like to thank Geoff Nicholls, Steve
Keane, Chris Copson, Brian Duff and Brian “Smudge” Less,
who was with Steve on that terrible day. And my thanks
go as ever to our chairman Bill Sharpe, to our committee
members and focal points at county and branch level, and
to the various on-line actors who bring Devon and Dorsets
together in a wide range of informal ways. Thank you all.
Your commitment and contribution is fundamental to the
Association’s success.
I want to use my remaining column space to make you aware
of some changes to the structure of the Regimental charities.
More than ten years have passed since the Devonshire and
Dorset Regiment was incorporated into The Rifles, and
your Trustees want to continue reshaping our Regimental
structures in line with the reduced range of tasks that they now
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have to perform. Formal responsibility
for welfare has already passed to The
Rifles, for example, but we now want to
make some further changes, to simplify
our structures, and remove duplication.
Specifically, it is clear that the separation
between the Regimental Charity and the
Regimental Association Charity is no
longer required: their functions are now
so closely related that they are no longer
distinct. For that reason, the Trustees have
decided to merge these two charities into
a single body, to be called the Devonshire
and Dorset Regimental Trust.
The assets held by the Regimental and
Association charities will also merge,
into a single fund, which will mean that
Association members can draw on the
full accumulated resources of the former
Regiment, rather than the (rather smaller!)
Association fund alone.
At the same time, we intend to broaden
the range of Trustees on the new Trust’s
Board, so that it better represents the
Association’s membership as a whole. To that end, I am
very pleased that Al Hincke and Mick Jarrett have both
agreed to join the Board as full Trustees next year. Four of
the new Board’s Trustees will therefore be drawn from the
Association, and we would like to increase this figure still
further over time.
Two elements will not change: the Museum will remain as a
separate charity, and the Regimental Association Committee
will continue in its current form, working to the guidance
given by the new Trust Board. Trustees will confirm these
changes at their April meeting, and the new Board will convene
for the first time in October 2019. Geoff Nicholls will also
stand down as Regimental Secretary at around that time, and
in his place we are looking to recruit a new Regimental Coordinator to take on many of his functions: there is a more
detailed job advert enclosed with this Newsletter.
In summary, by making these changes, your Trustees are
aiming to remove duplication and create a simpler, more
representative charitable structure, which can best manage
our Regimental interests going forward.
In 2019, attention will shift to the 75th anniversary of
the Normandy campaign. A few weeks after the main
commemorations, Steve Keane and Nick Speakman are
planning to run a bus trip for members of the Association,
following the tracks of 1st Dorsets and 2nd Devons from
Gold Beach to Hill 112. Provisional dates are 28 Jun to 1
Jul, and the trip will again be subsidised from Regimental
funds. Details, once confirmed, will be available from RHQ.
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Finally my thoughts go out to the families of those that have
reached the final RV. I would like to mention specifically:
Cliff Lloyd of the Gillingham branch, one of our few
remaining D-Day veterans, who has died at the age of 99;
Douglas Lovejoy, who commanded the 1st Battalion in Malta,
and on its first emergency deployment to Northern Ireland;
“Janner” Westlake - a former RSM and Regimental legend;
Kev Fitzgerald, an inspiration while he was serving, who in

5

retirement did so much to revitalize the Exeter Branch; and
Al “Stumpy” Johnston, late of C Company, small in stature
but huge in personality. They, and all our other departed
comrades, will be much missed.
I hope you enjoy this year’s Newsletter. Please do visit the
website to stay abreast of what is going on, and keep an eye
out for former comrades, in whatever way you can. I hope
to see as many of you as possible at the Association’s events
in the coming year.

Association Calendar 2019
March
01
01
01
03
04
15
18
20
27
28
30

April
05
05
05
05
05
06
08
15
17
19
27

May
03
03
03
10
11
11
14
15
17
20
23
29

June
01
02
04
05-06
07
07
07
08
08
15
15

Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, at 10.30-12 noon.
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, at 7.45pm
Bath Branch meeting, Bathford RBL, 12.30pm
Honiton Focal Point meeting, Heathfield Inn, Honiton 1pm
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey 11am
Bridport Branch meeting, Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport 11.30am
Exmouth F/P meeting RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm
Purbeck Branch Meeting, Clay Pipe Inn, Organford Rd, Holton Heath 7.30pm
Gillingham Branch meeting, RBL Club, Gillingham, at 7.30 pm.
Salisbury FP Meeting – Andover RBL

Officers’ Club Dorchester Sandwich Lunch
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, at 10.30-12 noon.
Gillingham Branch meeting, RBL Club, Gillingham, at 7.30 pm.
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting & AGM, RBL Crownhill, at 7.45pm
Exeter Branch visit to the Keep Museum
Honiton Focal Point meeting, Heathfield Inn, Honiton 1pm
Bridport Branch meeting, Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport 11.30am
Exmouth F/P meeting RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey 11am
Salisbury FP Meeting – Andover RBL

Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, at 10.30-12 noon.
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, at 7.45pm
Officers’ Club West Country Dinner, Wyvern Bks
Regimental Association Reunion, Exeter
Exeter Branch Reunion After Party – Rougemont Hotel, Queen Street, 5.30pm
Honiton Focal Point meeting, Heathfield Inn, Honiton 1pm
Exmouth F/P meeting RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey 11am
Bridport Branch meeting, Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport 11.30am
Gillingham Branch meeting, RBL Club, Gillingham, at 7.30 pm.
Purbeck Branch Meeting, Clay Pipe Inn, Organford Rd, Holton Heath 7.30pm

Exeter Branch H Jones Dartmoor Walk & camping. RV Hay Tor car park 11.15 am
Bath Branch meeting, Bathford RBL, 1230pm
Honiton Focal Point meeting, Heathfield Inn, Honiton 1pm
D-Day 75th Anniversary Parade at Asnelles, Normandy
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, at 10.30-12 noon.
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, at 7.45pm
Book Launch – ‘D-Day Spearhead Brigade’ - Dorchester TA Centre 12.00 midday
H Jones Dartmoor Walk – RV Haytor Car Park 11.00 am organised by Exeter Branch
Officers’ Club Warminster Lunch
Welsh Focal Point meeting at Bettws Rugby Club, Newport at 5.00 pm.
Details from: Dai Card 07852 555670 or daicard72@gmail.com
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17
19
21
22
23
28-1 Jul
29
29

July
05
05
05
05
07
13
15
17
19
24
25
26
27

August
02
02
02
06
14
16
19
31
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Bridport Branch meeting, Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport 11.30am
Exmouth F/P meeting RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey 11am
Armed Forces Day - Exeter
Weymouth Veterans Service and Parade, 11 am
Exeter Branch Battlefield Tour to Northern France / D-Day areas
Armed Forces Day - Plymouth
Salisbury FP Meeting – Andover RBL

Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, at 10.30-12 noon.
Honiton Focal Point meeting, Heathfield Inn, Honiton 1pm
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, at 7.45pm
75th Anniversary Remembrance Service on Hill 112, Normandy
Band Concert (formerly Minden Dorsets), Wool RBL Club 12.00 midday
Bridport Branch meeting, Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport 11.30am
Exmouth F/P meeting RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey 11am
Purbeck Branch Meeting, Wool RBL, Colliers Lane, Wool at 7.30pm
Gillingham Branch meeting AGM, RBL Club, Gillingham, at 7.30 pm
Janners London Summer Gathering. Duke of Kendal, 38 Connaught St, W2.
Contact: Jeremy Lillies on 07910245019 or jj.lillies@gmail.com
Salisbury FP Group Walk – Venue TBC (Contact Secretary)

Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, at 10.30-12 noon.
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, at 7.45pm
Honiton Focal Point meeting, Heathfield Inn, Honiton 1pm
Exmouth F/P meeting RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey 11am
Bridport Branch meeting, Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport 11.30am
Salisbury FP Meeting – Andover RBL

September
01
03
06
06
06
16
18
20
21-22
25
28
29

Bath Branch meeting, Bathford RBL, 1230pm
Honiton Focal Point meeting, Heathfield Inn, Honiton 1pm
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, at 10.30-12 noon.
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, at 7.45pm
Bridport Branch meeting, Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport 11.30am
Exmouth F/P meeting RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey 11am
Jolly Boys Weekend, Exeter
Purbeck Branch Meeting at Wool RBL, Colliers Lane, Wool at 7.30pm
Salisbury FP Meeting – Andover RBL
The Band Annual Reunion – White Ensign Club, Exeter

October
01
04
04
04
04
11
14
16
18
23
26

Honiton Focal Point meeting, Heathfield Inn, Honiton 1pm
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, at 10.30-12 noon.
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Plymouth D and D Branch meeting, RBL Crownhill, at 7.45pm
Officers’ Club Exeter Sandwich Lunch
Veterans Regimental Lunch, Wyvern Bks, Exeter 12 noon
Bridport Branch meeting, Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport 11.30am
Exmouth F/P meeting RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey 11am
Tirah Ceremony. Borough Gardens, Dorchester 11.00 am
Salisbury FP Meeting – Andover RBL

November
01
01

Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, Crownhill Families Club, at 10.30-12 noon.
Exeter Branch meeting, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
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05
10
15
15
18
20
26
27
30
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Honiton Focal Point meeting, Heathfield Inn, Honiton 1pm
Remembrance Sunday
Officers’ Club London Dinner
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey 11am
Bridport Branch meeting, Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport 11.30am
Exmouth F/P meeting RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm
Honiton Focal Point Christmas Lunch
Purbeck Branch Meeting, Clay Pipe Inn, Organford Rd, Holton Heath at 7.30pm
Salisbury FP Quiz Night – Venue TBC (Contact Secretary)

December
01
06
06
09
10
18
20

Bath Branch meeting, Bathford RBL, 1230pm
Plymouth (Late Devons) Branch meeting, at 10.30-12 noon.
Exeter Branch meeting & end of year party, Whipton Institute Club at 7.30pm
Bridport Branch meeting, Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport 11.30am
Plymouth D and D Branch Christmas Disco/Buffet
Exmouth F/P Annual Christmas Buffet Lunch, RAFA (Wings Club) Imperial Rd, Exmouth from 1pm
Books of Remembrance Page Turning Service, Sherborne Abbey 11am

Appointments
Patron
President
Honorary Deputy Presidents
Chairman
Vice Chairman, Devon
Vice Chairman, Dorset
Committee Member
Chaplain
Website Manager
Secretary

C Copson Esq
Miss Laura Jayne Gardner
J Murphy Esq

Ex Officio:
Colonel (South West) The Rifles
Chairman of the Regimental Association
Co-opted:
Chairman of the Board of Trustees

Trustee & Clerk to the Regimental Trustees
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Field Marshal HRH The Duke of Kent KG GCMG GCVO ADC
Lt Gen A J S Storrie CB CBE
Brig J P Randle OBE MC
Brig D C N Shaw CBE
Lt Col W M Sharpe MBE
C Horn Esq
Maj J D Gaye
WO2 A Hincke
Revd Canon Anna Norman-Walker
M Amor Esq
WO1 A Cox BEM

The Keep Military Museum

Curator
Deputy Curator
Custodian

Chairman

The Regimental Association

The Regimental Trustees
Maj Gen R T H Jones CBE
Lt Col W M Sharpe MBE
Maj Gen B H Dutton CB CBE
J M Archer Esq MA
Col C J Beattie
A K Hincke Esq
Capt M H Jarrett
Maj C L Pape MBE DL
Lt Gen A J S Storrie CB CBE
Brig R H D Toomey CBE
Brig S D Young CBE DL
Lt Col G S Nicholls

Trustees of The Devon and Dorset Military Museums Charity
Brig R H D Toomey CBE
J M Archer Esq MA
Lt Col C E Cooper
J R Gibson Fleming Esq DL
C M Jary Esq
Lt Col M F Richardson OBE
Lt Col J Selby Bennett TD
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Lt Col W M Sharpe MBE
A W Woodhouse Esq
Lt Col A R Trelawny
C Copson Esq

The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment Officers’ Club Committee
Col C J Beattie
Lt Col A W Thornburn OBE
Lt Col C W Boswell
Lt Col J E F Bryant
Maj D R Godfrey
W H J Keith Esq
Lt Col G S Nicholls

Editorial
This is the final Newsletter which I’ll be editing. As I’ve
produced the last 12 editions (as well as the final Regimental
Journal back in 2007) I feel it’s time to move on and make
way for someone with new ideas.
After last year’s ‘Memorial Special’ edition, we have
returned to the standard version of the Newsletter. Nonetheless
there are many interesting articles – including a few which
couldn’t be fitted into last year’s; and of course an account
of the commemoration of the centenary of the Battle of Bois
des Buttes.
And don’t be put off sending material – we’re happy to
receive articles in any format and will do all the editing
required, so there’s no need to spend lots of time getting
items perfect. By far the easiest thing is to receive all the
information by e-mail, but for those who prefer to use paper,
that’s absolutely fine. Also, let’s see if there are more photos

hidden away in your attics / drawers / cupboards, etc. We all
enjoy seeing images from our periods of service and reliving
memories. There seem to be plenty on social media sites, so
they are out there! It’s only your contributions which make
the Newsletter worthwhile, so don’t be shy!
Last year we had a number of tragic suicides among members
of the Association and I therefore make no apologies for
placing quite a lot of information into the Welfare Report
about groups supporting ex-Servicemen who are suffering
from depression and other mental illnesses – this matter has
gained a considerable public profile in recent months, which
is to be welcomed. The message is clear – there are a great
many organisations specialising in this aspect of welfare and
they can help, so please use them – whether for yourself or
for your friends.

Supporting the Regimental Association
Our Requirement. The Regimental Association needs
funding in order to manage its affairs and conduct its events.
We are a registered charity and, as we receive no central
funding, we must generate our own income. As well as our
annual running costs and making investments to secure future
income, our two major areas of expenditure are the Regimental
Reunion and the Newsletter, which together need in excess
of £15,000. I hope that you will agree that the Reunion
is a very worthwhile occasion. As well as bringing us all
together, it ensures that we maintain the name and profile of
our Regiment in our two counties. We also consider that the
Newsletter is of a very high standard. It continues to be free,
which gets it to people and places that it might not otherwise.
Our Income. We raise funds through income from the
money we have invested over the years, from advertising and
through a number of hugely generous, personal donations. In
addition, our annual lottery is a very useful source of income.
We are currently keeping our heads well above water, but this
might not last forever, and we want to keep our Association
running at a high standard in the years to come.
Donations. If you feel that our activities are worthwhile
and would like to contribute, you can send a donation to
the Association at any time. It should be addressed to
the Secretary, D and D Association, Building 11, Wyvern
Barracks, EXETER EX2 6AR. Cheques should be made
out to The D and D Regimental Charity CBA.

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 8

Electronic Giving

We hope you will all help with your continued support for
the Association by making either single or regular donations.
This can be done using the existing Standing Order or Direct
Debit form and sending them to your bank or by more
modern electronic banking and donating mechanisms. New
arrangements have been set up to allow you to donate either
by a text from your mobile phone to make a single donation,
or online for either a single donation or to set up a regular
monthly donation.

Text Donations

Simply text the code DDRA11 and
the amount £?? to 70070
You can donate £1, £2, £3, £4, £5
or £10. The donated amount will be
debited from your monthly mobile
phone account. If you are a Pay as
You Go customer, the donation will
be taken from your credit.
Once the donation has been made
you will receive a thank you text and
a text with a link to enable you add
25% Gift Aid at no cost to yourself.

Online Donations

Go online to http://www.virginmoneygiving.com.

22/01/2019 14:15

THE DEVONSHIRE AND DORSET REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

Below ‘Make a donation’ on the left hand side of the landing
page there are two search boxes. In the lower search box
marked ‘What’s the charity’s name?’ type in Devon and
Dorset and click the search icon.
The search results will show our charity at the top identified
by our name and capbadge. Now click ‘Make a donation’.
Here you can select single or regular payments and the amount
you wish to give either by selecting an amount or entering
your own figure.
Payment methods can be via Visa Credit, Visa Debit,
Mastercard, Maestro or American Express. You can also use
a PayPal account but only for single donations.
If you are already a registered user of Virgin Money Giving
you can sign in here or you can continue without registering.
There is no need to register when making a one off single
donation. If you are setting up regular payments you will be
directed to register. Once registered you can setup a monthly
donation and even then organise fund raising events on our
behalf.
There is an opportunity to leave a
message with each donation and we would
appreciate your comments. It would also
help us if you allowed your name to be
shown.
Once payment is complete, you will be
given the opportunity to claim Gift Aid. As
mentioned previously it is very important
that you authorise the Gift Aid claim as
this will effectively increase your donation
by 25%. Gift Aid can only be claimed on
personal donations from UK tax payers.
The regular payments system is a simple
solution to funding the Association so it
can continue its good work. A monthly
donation of £2 would be very little to give
and if every member gave that amount we
would be able to enjoy a secure financial
future for many years to come.

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 9
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The Committee hopes that many of you will consider setting
up a small monthly donation. Thank you.
Legacy Donation. One simple way of giving to The
Association is through making a legacy donation. Leaving
money in your will is an excellent way to support the
Association beyond your own lifetime.
All you have to do is make a gift to ‘The Regimental
Association of The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment’ in
your will.
As a bonus, any sum of money you leave to charity is
exempt from Inheritance Tax. When the time comes, we
will ensure that your generous gift is used to the advantage
of the Association and its members.
Thank You. We value enormously the most generous gifts
and legacies that individuals have contributed in the past,
without which we would be unable to function as we do.
Should others like to donate similarly, we would be hugely
grateful.
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The Association Website

Our Association Website was
inaugurated nearly nine years ago and
has gone from strength to strength
since then. Mike Amor has recently
updated and improved it so that it
provides a central information hub for
the Association.
As well as front-page information
available to all, it has a discrete area,
exclusively for Association members.
You have to obtain a user name and
password to join the Members Area,

but it only takes a minute to apply and
we will get back to you quickly with
the details. Anyone who qualifies as
an Association member can submit an
application. You can see if you qualify
in our Association Rules - available on
the website, naturally!
Well over 700 people have now signed
up to the Members Area. Have you
visited the website yet? If not, you
are missing out on a wealth of news
about your Association, including

forthcoming events, articles of interest,
obituaries and the Janner. We keep the
site up to date with new information as
soon as it is available. If we are going to
keep the website useful, we need your
contributions too. In particular, Club,
Branch and Focal Point organisers
are requested to provide the Website
Manager with news of all their goingson and use the website to attract new
members. You can send contributions
via the website Contact Us page.

Visit us on www.devondorsetregiment.co.uk
to find out all about it

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 10
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The Regimental Association
of

The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment
Information on Branches
(When changes occur please notify the Secretary)
Association Secretary
Mr Tony Cox BEM, The Rifles Exeter Office, Wyvern Barracks, Exeter, EX2 6AR
Telephone: Exeter (01392) 492436
*Note: If you wish to contact a Branch Secretary by e-mail, please phone this office.
Secretary

Welfare Officer

Bath
Mr M G Brookings (Mike)
Tel: 01242 221821

Contact Secretary.

For dates contact Secretary.

Bridport
Mr B D Beer (Brian)
Tel: 01460 62997.

Contact Secretary.

Haddon House Hotel, West Bay, Bridport.
3rd Wednesday of the month
at 11.30am.

Contact Secretary.

Whipton Social Club, Exeter.
For dates contact Secretary.

Contact Secretary.

RBL Club, School Lane, Gillingham.
4th Wednesday in the month 7.30 pm.
Not December.

Mr B Hamley (Barry)
38 Chard Road,
St Budeaux, Plymouth,
Devon, PL5 2EQ.
Tel: 01752 292937.

Crownhill Families Club, Crownhill,
1st Friday each month at 1030 - noon.

Contact Secretary.

RBL Crownhill. 1st Friday
of each month starting at 7.45 pm.

Brian Smith
Tel: 07880 567366
or email
smudgelees@gmail.com

Monthly at the
Foundry Arms
Lagland St.

Maj J Ives (John)
Tel: 01929 450309.

Clay Pipe Inn, Organford Rd,
Holton Heath, Nr Poole, at 8pm.
Contact Secretary for dates.

Ms L Bates (Louise)
Tel: 07703 382970

Lockheath Working Men's Club
Duncan Road, Park Gate
3rd Thursday in the month at noon.

Exeter
Mr S J Keane (Steve)
Gillingham
Mr A R Coombes MBE (Tony)
Tel: 01747 823258.
Plymouth (late Devon OCA)

Plymouth (late D and D Assn)
Mr S Davies (Syd)
Poole Focal Point

Purbeck
Mr G K Galpin (Geoff)
Tel: 01202 669409.
Southampton and District
Mr M G Gould (Mike)
Tel: 023 9311 3067.
Torridge
Mr T Bisset (Tony)

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 11

Meetings

Details from Secretary.
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Weymouth
Mr J P Lagadu (Jeff)
Tel: 01305 775145

Contact Secretary.

Meetings no longer held.

Semper Fidelis Dinner Club
Mr A Clark (Andy known as “Whippit”)
Tel: 01305 815584.

Contact Secretary.

Details from Secretary.

Contact Secretary

Details from Secretary.

Minden Dorsets
Maj J N Speakman MBE TD (Nick)
Tel: 01935 474888.
Regimental Band
Mr E J Chubb (John)
Tel: 01489 894925.
Officers’ Club
Lt Col (Retd) G S Nicholls (Geoff)
The Rifles Exeter Office, Building 11,
Wyvern Barracks, Exeter EX2 6AR.
Tel: 01392 492436.

Focal Point Leaders
Town

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 12

Focal Points

Exmouth

John Curl
01395 272096
07711903950

Honiton

David Brain
01404 850780

Kingsbridge

Mark Lamble
01548 852372

Ilfracombe

Dave Lewis
01271 865405

Plymouth

Mark Scarrott
01752 845848
07812 506998

Poole

Brian ‘Smudge Less’ Smith
07880 567366

Salisbury Plain

John Clift
01980 678432
01264 792995

Sidmouth

Dave O’Connor
01395 516160

Tiverton

Ashley Pike
01884 254219
Colin Horn
01884 253882

Torbay

Ken Squires
01803 873667

Welsh

Brian Duff
brianduff52@sky.com
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President’s Awards 2018

Mr Brian Duff

After serving a full career in
1 D and D, Brian has been very active
in the Regimental Association, assisting
with the organisation of numerous events.
In particular he was an early advocate
of erecting a Regimental Memorial at
the National Memorial Arboretum and
helped with the initial planning. He
continues to actively support a number
of Association Branches, not least the
Old Comrades/Jolly Boys.

Mr Robin Fraser

Robin Fraser was a long-serving
member of 1 WESSEX and
4 D and D. Latterly, he has been an
active member of the Purbeck Branch
for over 35 years. Nothing is ever
too much trouble for him. He is a
regular Standard Bearer representing
the Branch and Association at
many events at home and abroad
including events in France, Belgium,
Germany and Holland. In particular
he has regularly represented the
Association at ceremonies in Hengelo
marking their Liberation. He is also a
very valuable member of the Branch
Fund Raising and Social Committee.
Robin was presented with his award
by John Gaye, Association Vice
Chairman for Dorset.

Major General Bryan
Dutton CB CBE

General Bryan has held all the critical
appointments within the Regiment Commanding Officer of 1 D and D,
Colonel of the Regiment, Chairman
of the Keep Museum Trustees and
Chairman of Regimental Trustees. In
this latter appointment he has directed
and overseen changes to the Regimental
Trust following the formation of The
Rifles as well as the highly successful
Regimental Memorial project.

Brigadier SD Young
CBE DL

John Murphy

John has held the appointment of Museum
Attendant at the Keep Military Museum
for many years. Throughout that time
he has provided outstanding support to
the Regiment by helping to maintain the
record of its history and heritage as well
as guiding numerous Regimental groups
and individuals around the Museum. The
fact that the Regiment has such a fine
museum is in no small part due to his
efforts over the years. He was presented
with his award in the Wood Library at the
Museum by the Regimental Secretary.

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 13

John (Paddy) Wibberley

After serving a full career with 1 D and D,
Paddy has become a strong supporter of
the Regimental Association, particularly
the Old Comrades/Jolly Boys. He
assisted with the initial planning for
the Regimental Memorial and was a
hard-working member of the successful
fund-raising team.

Having served a full career in the Devon
and Dorsets, including a period as CO
1 D and D, Simon Young has been a strong
supporter of Regimental activities. He has
been a Regimental Trustee for a number
of years and has taken on additional
work as Honorary Colonel of Devon
Army Cadet Force and Rifles Colonel
for Devon. His work on the Regimental
Memorial was critical to the success
of the project. He voluntarily took on
responsibility for commissioning the
three figures and the design and build
of the memorial. His efforts, more than
those of any other individual, made the
project the success which it was.
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Notices
Books

Distinguished Service

Christopher Jary and Nick Speakman,
with assistance from Jeremy Archer, Jane
Mills and Rex Lovell among others, have
produced yet another excellent record
of Regimental History. This follows the
earlier publication of ‘Devotion to Duty’
and ‘They Couldn’t Have Done Better.’
‘Distinguished Service’ links very
effectively with ‘Devotion to Duty’ in
listing all the gallantry awards won
by members of our Regiments up to
the beginning of the First World War.
This was a period during which the
honours system was evolving (see the
article about the Sarah Sands later in
the Newsletter) – in the early days of the
Army deeds of bravery were not formally
recognised, but by the beginning of WW1
the system was quite similar to the one
we have now.
The book covers the Napoleonic Wars,
The Crimean War and South Africa, to
name but a few campaigns. Some familiar
names appear (Masterson VC and Vickery
VC) but there are many unfamiliar names
of those who conducted themselves
in a most extraordinary manner – and
not always in the face of the enemy
(Sarah Sands, of course, as well as the
exploration of Australia).
Any member of the Association will
find this a fascinating and interesting
book, full of stories which we should all
be more familiar with.
Available from the Keep Museum or the
Exeter Office for the special Association
price of £10.00 (normally £15.00)

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 14

Across An Angry Sea
D-Day
Spearhead Brigade
The story of the Devons,
Dorsets and Hampshires
On 6th June 1944
This book, based on the testimony
of more than 75 veterans, tells the
proud story of the, Devons, Dorsets
and Hampshires on D-Day. With 75
photographs and a dozen maps, it
describes what happened in what was
one of the most important days in the
history of the three fine Regiments.
Published in hardback by Semper
Fidelis Publications, Spearhead
Brigade will retail at £22. Members
of the Regiments are invited to
sponsor the book in advance of
publication. Sponsors will pay £25,
for which they will have a copy of
the book (in which their names will
be listed) and will be invited to the
Launch Party in Dorchester on 8th
June 2019. Cheques, made payable
to Semper Fidelis Publications,
should be sent to:
Major J N Speakman MBE TD,
Silbury, Silver Street, Stoford, Yeovil
BA22 9UF.
(Inserted loose in this Newsletter
is an order form, which may make
this easier.)

The SAS in the Falklands War

It is not usual to publicize a book which
does not relate directly to Regimental
matters, but this may be of interest to
Association members nonetheless,
written as it is by a former Colonel of
the Regiment.
In early summer 1982 - winter in the
South Atlantic - Argentina’s military
junta invades the Falklands. Within days,
a Royal Navy Task Force is assembled
and dispatched. This is the story of D
Squadron, 22 SAS, commanded by
Cedric Delves.
The relentless tempo of events defies
belief. Raging seas, inhospitable glaciers,
hurricane-force winds, helicopter
crashes, raids behind enemy lines - the
Squadron prevailed against them all,
but the cost was high. Holding fast to
their humanity, D Squadron’s fighters
were there at the start and end of the
Falklands War. Theirs was the first Union
Jack raised over Government House in
Stanley.
Across an Angry Sea is a chronicle of
daring, skill and steadfastness among a
tight-knit band of brothers; of learning
fast, fighting hard, and winning through.
Publication Date: 1 November 2018
Across An Angry SeaHardback. Price
£20.00; 256 pages
Available from Amazon or direct from
the publishers: Hurst Publishers, 41
Great Russell Street, London, WC1B
3PL (020 7255 2201)
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Congratulations!

Congratulations to Mrs Brenda Hale,
widow of Captain Mark Hale, on the
award of an OBE in the Queen’s Birthday
Honours 2018 for services to politics in
Northern Ireland.
Also, to Nicholas Marden (who served
in 1 D and D in the early 70s and who
has recently retired as Private Secretary
to HRH The Duke of Kent) on the award
of LVO in the New Year’s Honours List
2019. And to Mark Tyrell-Smith on
the award of an OBE for services to law
enforcement. As well as to Philip Bray
who was made MBE.
‘Chuckles’ Boswell, James Bryant
and Mark Gidlow-Jackson are to be
congratulated on their promotion to
Colonel, while Philip Bray and Matt
Forde are likewise congratulated
on being selected for promotion to
Lieutenant Colonel.
Final congratulations to Mrs Ann
Lewis, wife of Ilfracombe Focal
Point leader Dave (ex-Chief Clerk
1 D and D) who was ordained as a
Deacon by the Bishop of Exeter on 15th
September.

Badge
Embroidery

Mike Gould reports that earlier
this year he purchased several
polo shirts embroidered with the
Devonshire Regiment badge as
shown in the attached picture.
As they have received favourable
comment he thought it might be
worth bringing this embroidery
service to the notice of our older
members. The badge is available
embroidered on various items of
clothing. All enquiries should be
directed to: Kerrie Feltham, of
Mainly Monograms – Tel: 07979
313110
Email: m.monograms@btconnect.
com
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Buglers for Funerals etc
The Exeter Office is contacted
frequently by individuals and groups
seeking buglers for events such as
funerals.
We will always try to help, but be
aware that there are very few volunteer
buglers available and they tend to be
of an age where their ability to travel
is limited.

This leaves only professionals who
are members of bands. Even if one
is available, pay and travel expenses
make them an expensive option.
The Exeter Office is, however, able to
provide CDs with common bugle calls
such as Last Post and Reveille as well
as Regimental Marches, at no cost.
This is often a sensible alternative.

Regimental
Memorial
Donors’ Book

Standing Orders
for the
Memorial Project

The following additions and amendments
have been made to the Donors List which
will shortly be stored in the Regimental
Museum.
Additions:

Some members of the Association
decided to contribute to our National
Memorial appeal by setting up Standing
Orders with their banks. We are very
grateful for these generous contributions,
but please note that whilst we would be
delighted to continue to receive such
sums, once you have given all you intend,
you must cancel the Standing Order
with your bank yourself. We cannot do
this for you.

Regimental Association
Branch Donors
The Old Comrades Forum
Individual Donors
Mr A Baldrey, Mr D Brown, Mr M
Burdick, Mr J R Caesar-Thwaytes, Mr
K Chugg, Mr A Cook, Mr N Crocker,
Mr G Davey, Mr C Edgcumbe, Mr M
Fallon, Mr R R Fraser, Mr C Giffard,
Ms R Hannford, Dr JW Harding, Mr RD
Harding, Mr J Hunt, Lt Col H N Kent
TD, Mr D J Lloyd, Mr M Marshall, Mr J
Maybry, Mr I McClennan, Mr J Morphey,
Mr P Morris, Mr D Murphy, Mr R
Pinhay, Mr C Prynne, Mr M Smith, Mr
S Spencer, Mr K Strickland, Mr R & Mrs
L Strickland, Mr G Tate Mr K Thornley,
Mr C and Ms B Trott, Maj I Upshall TD,
Mr D Westlake, Mr S E Wills.

New Focal
Point
in Poole

Brian ‘Smudge Less’ Smith has started
a new Focal Point in Poole. They meet
every month in The Foundry Arms
in Lagland Street. If you’d like to go
along to any of their get togethers,
please call Brian on 07880567366 or
email smudgelees@gmail.com for more
details.

Last Post/Obituary Notes
Even members of the Regimental
Association are mortal and at
some time in the future we will
all appear in the Last Post or
Obituary lists in the Newsletter.
This might not be the most
popular topic to be thinking
about, but many members of
the Regimental Association
die without leaving a record of
their service or what they have
achieved during their subsequent
civilian careers.
It always seems a shame when
members cannot be remembered
by the wider Regiment for their

many and varied achievements.
We hold a limited number
of records of service, but we
would like to hold many more.
So, you are encouraged to send
any appropriate information
to us here in Exeter. You might
consider the following headings
as a starting point:
Name; date and place of
birth; date enlisted, rank on
retirement; appointments held
in the Army; sports played and
at what levels; medals; jobs and
activities since leaving the Army.
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Postbag
Mike Creek MBE
from Ilfracombe
...sent a Devonshire Regiment Christmas card from 1955
– the not-particularly-festive scene is of the 1st Battalion
marching through Exeter earlier that year upon return from
their operational tour in Kenya. The card was sent by Cpl Tom
Roberts to his mother. Tom, who sadly passed away 5 years
ago, was with Mike in the MMG section in Celle where Tom
was the Cpl i/c and Mike the LCpl 2i/c.

Mike Bugler
from Weymouth writes:
I’m a veteran of 1st Dorsets – one of the last remaining
members of the Regimental Band. Recently, my wife and I
spent a week at Heroes Haven in Swanage (see later in this
edition – Editor).
The lodge was spotlessly clean and the design is adapted to
make life easier and stress-free for ex-forces personnel with
disabilities, as well as family members or carers. Outside,
there is parking for two cars, a secluded garden and barbecue
cabin. Inside is a full-sized kitchen, dining area, lounge and
two bedrooms, each en-suite. Nearby is a shop and excellent
pub/restaurant.
My wife and I thoroughly recommend Heroes Haven to
any member of the Association who has disabilities and who
would appreciate a short time away from home for respite or
just a break. It really is an excellent facility.

Ant Hurst
from Bridport writes:
In September, members of the Bridport Branch visited
the 43rd Wessex Division memorial at Winyard’s Gap
in North Dorset to remember those members of the
Devons and Dorsets who gave their lives while serving
in World War 2.
The memorial was erected in 1952 to remember all
ranks of the Division and is a replica of the memorial
erected on Hill 112 near Caen, the site of the first major
battle in which the division took part in July 1944.
Similar memorials to the Division stand on Castle Hill
above Mere and on Rough Tor on Bodmin Moor in
Cornwall.
The picture shows, from the left: Ant Hurst, Don
Knight, Geoff Akerman, Brian Beer, Ray Roper and
Neil Braginton (former Welsh Guards WO2, with Duke).
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John Gale
of Bridport
...kindly sent these
photographs of himself and
some of his friends:
Top left: Seward (with
rifle) (Devon), Gord Legg
(Bridport), John Gale
(Bridport) along with two
unknown sergeants on a range
in Germany in 1957.
Top right: John Gale,
Gord Legg and Alan Hunt
(Sherborne) all of Support
Company, at Kuplinou Camp,
Cyprus in 1958.
Bottom left: Alan Hunt, Gord
Legg and John Gale, with
an uknown member of the
Company seated. at Kuplinou
Camp, Cyprus in 1958.
Bottom right: Gord Legg,
Alan Hunt, Bill ?, and John
Gale at Kuplinou Camp,
Cyprus in 1958.
Doug Winstone
from Warminster writes:
I completed my National Service in The Devonshire Regiment
in the early 1950s where my Platoon Commander was Lt Jerry
Blake. My first recollection of the Battalion water polo team
is being marched down to the garrison pool in Colchester for
a very (!!) strenuous workout followed by a tactical talk over
tea and a wad in the nearest caff.
During this time I believe we played a friendly match against
the local Colchester swimming club. However, this situation
was brought to a halt by the Battalion’s move to Libya. We
ended up going to Derna via Tripoli. When the situation had
settled down there we continued our ‘strenuous workouts’ but
this time in the warm waters of the Med.
During our time in Derna we played 2 matches, arranged
by our officer IC of swimming Lt Peter Greystone. The first
was against HMS Glasgow (which together with HMS Striker)
was responsible for transporting the Battalion to The Suez in
the event of any trouble. The pitch for this game was slung
out on booms from the ship’s side, making it one of the most
intimidating places to play a game.
After the two captains had tossed up we couldn’t understand
why we were kept waiting before the match started. But once
we began playing it became obvious – the Navy had arranged
it so that we were playing against the tide in both halves!
Needless to say we lost, but we did have the best meal of our
whole time in the Middle East courtesy of the RN, so a very
memorable day was had by all.
The second game was against a garrison team at Benghazi.
If I remember correctly it was a fairly tight game, played in a
pool made up of pontoons. But at least it was square and not
subject to the tide. However, the luxury transport (5 tonne
truck) broke down and we had to wait for about a week before
a replacement part was fitted.
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The Devons Water Polo team in Benghazi in 1952.
Rear rank L-R: Winstone, Friend, Matthews, Fry,
Passmore, Richards (reserve). Front rank: Fewson,
Perry. OIC Lt Greystone.
This was fine as far as the team was concerned because we
spent most of the day at the pool and the NAAFI – until the
funds ran out. The final ‘whip-round’ allowed us just one cup
of tea each, so in the end we were glad to get back to Derna.
On return to the UK, due to demob, etc the team split up,
and so a most enjoyable part of my National Service came
to an end.
I am now in my mid 80s and I wonder if any of the team are
still around? If so, please get in touch with RHQ.
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Peter Turney
from Exeter
...brought in the attached photos taken during his service with
the Devons and the Devon and Dorsets.

The victorious A Company, 1 Devons shooting
team – winners of the East Africa Battle Shooting
Competition held in 1954: Rear rank: ?, LCpl
Lazarus, Sgt Turney, Cpl Reddaway, LCpl Gilbert,
?, ?, ? Front Rank: Chadwick, Parsley, Lt Legg MC,
Maj Parlby MBE, 2Lt Dean, WO2 Seleck, LCpl Wells

Mr Richards
from Sidmouth
...sent in this
amusing ‘cricket
scorecard’ from the
early days of the
Second World War.

Addy Adams
from Dudley writes
...to say that he remembers serving with the 1st Battalion in
British Guiana. A particular memory is that while he was on
R&R, a member of the Mortar platoon was having a swim in
a jungle pool and felt a sharp prick on his leg.
Looking down he thought he saw what might be a dreaded
boot-lace snake and assumed he had been bitten. Very
concerning as the bite was rumoured to be fatal.
He was rushed down the Mackenzie trail and pumped full
of anti-venom.
It transpired that he hadn’t been bitten - but the anti-venom
made him quite ill!

The dress rehearsal for the Queen’s Birthday
Parade in Cyprus in 1960. Both the 1 Devon and
the 1 Dorset Colours are on parade as the D and D
Colours weren’t presented until 1962. Peter Turney
is standing in for RSM Pollard and among others
on parade are Lt Ackford, WO2 Cleverley (CSM A
Company), Sgt Allen and Sgt Ryder

Tony Braund (Bronco to his Regimental friends)
from Ilfracombe
...got in touch about the photo of The Devons which appeared
in the middle of page 13 of the last Newsletter. He has
identified the photo as being of the Signals Platoon in Kenya
and he remembers a couple of names: the individual called
“Satch” was Tony Symes who sadly died some years ago;
Burridge’s first name was Don and Newcombe’s first name
was Wally – he was demobbed from the Battalion in Germany
but recalled because of the Suez Crisis.

The winning Army team at the Inter-Services
Shooting Competition in Malta in 1970. 6 of the team
were Devon and Dorsets: Rear rank: WO2 Cook,
?, WO1(RSM) Turney, Sgt Gove. Front rank: WO2
Simpson, Capt Martin, Sgt Longman, ?

John Cobb
...sent the attached photo of himself and Roger Woodiwiss
in front of the Regimental Memorial in September. They had
just laid a wreath in memory of former comrades. The Editor
notes that although they are not in uniform, their dress is still
remarkably uniform!
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The Keep Military Museum

The D-Day landings – from the Museum’s photo collection.
As Curator of your Regimental Museum, I’m pleased to say
that 2018 has been a very good year; in spite of the very hot
summer weather, our visitor numbers are up, we have opened
a new exhibition on ‘Thomas Hardy and the Military’ and
are on our way to a major revamp of the World War II area
of our main gallery to coincide with the 75th anniversary of
the D-Day invasion next year.
We have also played a full part in the commemoration of
the final centenaries of the First World War, including an
immensely memorable visit in May to Bois des Buttes, site
of 2nd Devons heroic stand in the face of massively superior
enemy forces on 27th May 1918. From my own perspective,
an interesting dimension was added when half my tour group
– you know who you are – disappeared into the quarry tunnels
on the hill, seemingly never to emerge!
Thomas Hardy, Dorchester’s most famous son, may seem
like an odd subject for a military museum exhibition, but his
books and poems are full of references to military matters from
the Napoleonic period to the First World War. Our exhibition
A marker indicating the border between India and
features a number of his works from The Trumpet Major to
Afghanistan before World War Two.

This rare sword belonging to the Museum is believed
to have been carried by Captain Hardy, the Captain
of Nelson’s flagship at the Battle of the Nile in 1798.
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Drummer Hodge and gives us the opportunity to showcase
two rather neglected collection items; the marvellous bass
drum of the Evershot Company of the Dorset Militia and a
Nile Sword, probably owned by Admiral Thomas Hardy,
Nelson’s Flag Captain at Trafalgar (see illustration).
Looking ahead to next year, we are in the midst of preparing
for a major reworking of a substantial part of the first floor
gallery. This is the area that deals with the Second World
War and we intend to rebuild cases, improve lighting and
interpretation and, putting it in simple terms “tell the story
of World War II through Devon and Dorset eyes”.
In part, this will revolve around the commemoration of the
D-Day anniversary and the superb contribution of 231 (Malta)
Brigade – 1st Dorsets, 2nd Devons and 1st Hampshires. This
Brigade, having already endured the siege of Malta and the
invasions of Sicily and Italy, put in a superb performance
on D-Day, landing on Gold Beach and achieving all their
objectives, despite having been landed in the wrong place.
An event is being planned to take place on 8th June to formally
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The Dorset Regiment Guardroom in India 1936-37.
launch the exhibition and a new book from Christopher Jary
and his Semper Fidelis team (see advertisement and flyer
elsewhere in the Newsletter).
Finally, we have had a number of team changes during the
year; Alexia Sully, the Museum’s Deputy Curator has left
us for a new appointment in her native South Wales, but we
have gained Laura Jayne Gardner in the same role. Laura’s
background is in criminal psychology, which hopefully won’t
have too much practical application here!
Chris Copson
Curator
Ian Tindall is one of the volunteers at the Museum. He
has recently been carrying out a study of Regimental
Commendations. He writes:

King’s and Queen’s Commendations
awarded to the Regiment

I am currently working on a project to research all of the
King’s/Queen’s Commendations for Brave Conduct (KCBC/
QCBC) and the current Queen’s Commendation for Bravery
(QCB) awarded to The Rifles and the antecedent regiments,
a grand total of 53 awards, and it was suggested that I might
pen a few notes on the awards to the Regiment. The Devons
received one KCBC and three QCBC. The Dorsets received
six KCBC, and the Devon and Dorsets received two QCBC
and three QCB.

The King’s Commendation
for Brave Conduct (KCBC)

Instituted on the outbreak of war in 1939, the KCBC is unusual
in that there is no Royal Warrant authorising it or setting out
the regulations for its award. It is a level four award which
equates to the Mention in Dispatches (MID) and is awarded
for acts of bravery that are judged to be worthy of reward
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but not of the standard required for a
gallantry medal.
The initial award was a bakelite
badge device introduced in 1943, but
in 1945 this was replaced by a single
spray of oak leaves to be worn on the
appropriate campaign medal. Where no
campaign medal was awarded, the oak
leaf is worn on the tunic after any other
medal ribbons. For service personnel
the silver oak leaf was replaced with
the same bronze oak leaf worn for a
mention in dispatches, so at a glance
it is impossible to tell if the recipient
was awarded a KCBC/QCBC or a MID. All the awards are
accompanied by a certificate.
Lance Corporal Edward
Read, Private Jack Bagge, and
Private Richard Munday were
all serving with 1 Dorsets in
Malta. They were on guard at
XGHAJRA, Grand Harbour,
Valetta, Malta on 13 Jun 1940
when a Royal Navy launch was
accidently hit by fire from a coastal battery during an enemy
air raid. Seeing that several sailors were in difficulties the
three men swam out about a quarter of a mile to assist them,
each bringing back a survivor. Bagge and Munday swam out
again to bring in another survivor, and were soon joined again
by Read who saw that Bagge was in difficulties, and together
they brought back another survivor. By this time Munday
was practically exhausted, but in all, the trio saved five lives.
They were all originally recommended for the newlyinstituted George Medal, and indeed, they were informed
by the Governor of Malta that they had been awarded the
medal and it was published in both Fortress and Battalion
Orders. However, the error was soon noticed and they
were actually awarded the King’s Commendation for Brave
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Conduct instead. In 1948, Bagge wrote to the War Office.
Unfortunately his letter no longer exists, but it was passed to
Brigadier Ivan de la Bere for comment as he had commanded
the Battalion at the time. After much discussion, the King
agreed to cancel their commendation and replace it with the
George Medal.
Unusually for an infantry regiment, the Dorsets received
three King’s Commendations for actions on the high seas.
Private John Madle was serving as a gunner on Defensively
Equipped Merchant Ships (DEMS). On 20th November,
1940, the oil tanker MV Chesapeake was bombed and straffed
off the Lizard. Despite receiving wounds which led to the
loss of an eye, Madle remained at his post and shot down a
German aircraft. He later transferred to the Military Police.
CSM Charles Makin and Lance Corporal William Iliff were
part of the permanent staff of troopships. Whilst the SS Largs
Bay was entering Naples harbour on the 2nd January, 1944,
it struck a mine and took in water rapidly. The water did not
reach D1 deck where there were 209 US troops who were
either unconscious or insensible due to blast and concussion.
These two men, with six others were lowered down into the
hold on ropes where they worked tirelessly in removing the
men to safety, knowing that the water might reach the deck at
any time, and if it did, they would have no chance of escape.
Corporal Albert Henry Hopkins, 1st Bn Devon Home Guard
served with the 10th Devons in Salonika during the First
World War. He was discharged in 1921 and settled in Exeter
where he worked for a gas meter manufacturer. He joined
the Home Guard in 1940 serving with A Company in Exeter.
On the night of 4th/5th May 1942, the city experienced a very
heavy air raid with substantial damage caused throughout
the area. The Drill Hall at Bedford Circus, which was both
the Battalion Headquarters and A Company’s location,
received a direct hit. Three men were killed and many others
wounded. Much valuable stores and many records were lost
in the subsequent fire. Hopkins was the Orderly Corporal.
Unfortunately no citation or recommendation for the award
exists, but the supposition is that he received his award for
his actions in saving life and stores at great personal risk in
the aftermath. The Orderly Officer, a Lieutenant Ferguson,
received the MBE for his actions on the same night.

The Queen’s Commendation
for Brave Conduct (QCBC)

On the accession of HM The Queen in 1952, the name of
the award was changed to the Queen’s Commendation for
Brave Conduct (QCBC), otherwise there were no significant
changes.
The Devons received three Queen’s Commendations for
Brave Conduct during their time in Kenya during the Mau Mau
campaign. On 23rd April, 1953, B Company was undertaking
an operational move from Molo to Nairobi in a convoy of
several three-ton trucks and other vehicles. The vehicle in
which Private Ernest Reynolds was detailed as an armed
escort was carrying the company’s complete first line scales
of ammunition, as well as a number of personal kitbags. As
the convoy proceeded, Reynolds noticed that the ammo truck’s
canopy was alight and the flames were quickly spreading
to the stores and ammunition. With complete disregard for
his own safety, Reynolds crawled into the burning vehicle
in order to alert the driver and then started to fight the fire.
Once the convoy had halted CSM Sydney Scott took charge
and moved his men to a safe distance. Along with Reynolds,
he then removed the hot ammunition boxes, some of which
were actually alight, and they both fought the fire with fire
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extinguishers. They both remained at the blazing vehicle until
the danger of explosion was over. Their actions undoubtedly
saved lives as well as much valuable operation stores.
Private Roy Sarahs was a National Serviceman serving with
1 Devons. On the 11th February, 1954, he was part of a twoinch mortar team with a Warrant Officer which was mortaring
jungle tracks in the Aberdare Forest. The Assault Pioneers
had previously laid booby traps in the area, and although these
were clearly marked on the maps, they strayed too far up the
track and set them off. The Warrant Officer was knocked
unconscious, whilst Sarahs had his left leg blown off above
the knee and his right leg was severely injured.
Although in great pain and losing a great deal of blood
he decided that he must fetch help, so he started crawling,
painfully dragging his shattered leg with him. After a short
distance he found the CSM’s pistol which had been blown
out of its holster. Not wanting it to fall into the hands of the
Mau Mau, and although he caused him considerably more
pain, he put it in his pocket and carried on crawling. After
two hours he had achieved 75 yards and could go no further,
so he tried to attract attention by firing occasional shots from
the pistol. They were later found by the vehicle collecting
the mortar teams, and even then, despite his pain and injuries
his first concern was for the other unconscious man. Despite
medical treatment, Sarahs died next day. His recommendation
states that had he lived he would have been recommended
for the George Medal. At that time, posthumous awards
were restricted to both the Victoria and George Cross, or
the Mention in Dispatches and Queen’s Commendation for
Brave Conduct.
When 1 Devon and Dorsets were serving in Cyprus, Private
Victor King Turner was serving as a groom at the garrison
stables. On Sunday 11th October, 1959, a female officer of
the Women’s Royal Air Force got into difficulties whilst
swimming in heavy seas. Another officer ran to the Army
Saddle Club to seek help and a rescue party was organised
of which Turner was a part. He tied a heavy rope around
himself and plunged into the heavy seas. He made several
attempts but the rope was pulling him under the water so
he then attempted to undo the rope. By this time he was
exhausted and was hauled back to shore virtually unconscious.
In the meantime, an Aircraftsman from the Royal Air Force
managed to swim out and was able to support the officer
whilst waiting for a boat to rescue them. However they were
washed off the rocks so Turner again entered the water and
swam out and assisted the Aircraftsman back to shore whilst
the officer was rescued by the boat.
1 D and D were in Kenya on a six-week overseas training
exercise in October and November 1981. Private Paul
Bounden was a driver with the MT Platoon who, on the 15th
November, was moving members of the mortar platoon with
their weapons and ammunition in a four-ton truck towing a
fully-laden water bowser from Mount Kenya to the training
area at Archers Post. As the vehicle descended into the Rift
Valley down a steep track, the vehicle’s brakes failed. Unable
to slow or stop the vehicle, Bounden realised the severity of
the situation. He could have jumped clear and saved himself
but chose to stay at the wheel and attempt to steer the rapidly
speeding truck to safety. As the vehicle approached a sharp
bend he knew that he had to crash the vehicle to stop it. He
chose to run it off the road on his side of the road, and as
the vehicle went into a drainage ditch it rolled over before
coming to a halt. Unfortunately Private Bounden severed
his spinal cord in the accident and has been paralysed ever
since. Although several men were injured, some seriously,
no lives were lost due to his courageous sacrifice.
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Queen’s Commendation
for Bravery (QCB)

In 1994, the results of a review
of honours and awards initiated
by the then Prime Minister, Mr
John Major, were introduced.
The QCBC was replaced with
the Queen’s Commendation for
Bravery (QCB). In essence, very
little changed regarding the criteria for the award, however,
servicemen now received and wore the same silver oak leaf
device as worn by their civilian counterparts.
The first award to the regiment was made to Lance Corporal
Christopher Burt. A member of the Reconnaissance Platoon,
Burt was the commander of a Scimitar armoured vehicle
on exercise with the Battalion on Salisbury Plain when on
the 7th October, 1999, another Scimitar overturned. He
then led the desperate efforts to rescue a trapped crewman,
but unfortunately they were unable to free the man and he
subsequently died. Lance Corporal A W Baldry received a
Commendation for his efforts at the same incident.
The Territorial Army element of the Regiment was
represented by the 4th Battalion from 1988 to 1999. Thereafter,
it contributed two companies to the Rifle Volunteers (RV),
a multi-cap badged battalion with other companies from
the Light Infantry and the Royal Gloucestershire, Berkshire
and Wiltshire Regiment. In 2003, the RV were tasked to
provide two platoons to support the Royal Gurkha Rifles
in Afghanistan, deploying in November. Sergeant Darren
Budden of C (D and D) Company in Dorchester, and Lance
Corporal David Jones of E (D and D) Company in Plymouth
were part of a two vehicle patrol escorting an Estonian EOD
vehicle in Kabul on 28th January, 2004, when a passing taxi
detonated an estimated 500lbs of explosives alongside the lead
vehicle. This vehicle took the full force of the explosion and
all its occupants were injured. The second vehicle was also
blown off the road. Budden then gathered his two remaining,
but injured, soldiers and initiated a makeshift cordon. Then
along with LCpl Jones, who was himself seriously injured,
he administered life-saving first aid. Realising that the
casualties needed urgent hospital treatment he commandeered
an Afghan vehicle as a makeshift ambulance and coerced a
passing German logistic patrol to escort it to the German

field hospital. He then took control of the other German
soldiers and used them and their vehicles as a cordon and
to guard against a secondary attack. On arrival of the QRF,
Sgt Budden was the only British soldier at the scene but very
much in control. He insisted on giving a full brief to the
Quick Reaction Force (QRF) commander and ensured that
the situation was under control before he allowed himself to
be evacuated. LCpl Jones was seriously injured in the initial
blast and lost an eye and suffered other injuries. Despite
this he remained at the scene and administered first aid and
assisted in the evacuation of the other casualties.
Footnote
I would be interested in any additional information that anyone
might have on these recipients or the incidents themselves. I
am particularly keen to find photographs of each one of them.
After beginning my service with the TA as part of 2
WESSEX, I moved onto the Coldstream Guards where I
served for a further 23 years. On discharge I took a NonRegular Permanent Staff Post (NRPS) as the Ops Support
Warrant Officer with 7 RIFLES in Reading and six years
later I moved to Dorset where I transferred to 6 RIFLES,
serving with C Company in Dorchester in various roles. I
am still just about serving as an occasional odd-job man as
and when required!
I am also branching out into researching the honours and
awards to the Devonshire and Dorset Regiment and would
appreciate making contact with any of the recipients. I am
researching the various GOC’s Commendations etc, the
different grades of the Order of the British Empire, and
gallantry awards right up to and including the Victoria Cross
and I intend to produce a short narrative of the incident with
a paragraph or two about the recipients’ military career. The
completed items will be filed in the archive at The Keep
Military Museum. This is a long-term project! The criteria
that I am operating is that the award must have been made
to a member of the Devon and Dorsets from 1958 to 2007
and covers all awards. Unfortunately, I am excluding awards
to the Wessex Regiment as with the passage of time it is
not possible to say with any certainty which company the
recipient served with.
If you are able to assist with this research please contact
Ian Tindall at tindall6537@btinternet.com.
Ian Tindall

Branch Reports
Band Branch
This year we have lost 2 members, on 2nd February Maj
Brian Smith MBE ARCM LGSM died. He was Bandmaster
of the D and D band from 1965-69. Please see the entry in
the obituaries page. Then on 1st October Ray Downton died.
He joined the Dorset Regiment Band in 1947 and transferred
to the Royal Hampshire Regimental Band in 1958. Later,
he transferred back to the D and D Regiment and served as
Officers’ Mess Colour Sergeant before retiring in 1978.
In the past year the Band Branch has seen less activity
than in previous years and therefore there is less to report;
but asking members to contribute to the Newsletter is like
holding a conversation with Lazarus!
The first signs of life were at the Regimental Reunion in
May when several members attended which was good to see.
We also saw a Standard of the Royal Hampshire Regiment in
splendid yellow paraded by David Graham who was invited to
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attend by Kev Fitzgerald. Kev and David were good friends,
having joined up together. David has promised to attend again
this coming Reunion in Kev’s memory.
Our oldest member Roy Hibbs who is 91, accompanied
by his great grandson, attended the Rifles Freedom parade
in Sherborne on 21st September. Roy met members of the
Association that he had not seen for many years and says he
was treated like royalty by the top brass. A day he will always
remember. Roy joined the Devon Depot Band in 1943 as a
16 year old boy, before attending the Royal School of Music
first as a pupil and then in 1954 as a student Bandmaster. In
1958 he was appointed Bandmaster of the Royal Berkshire
Regiment and then in 1959, on the amalgamation with the
Wiltshire Regiment, he became the first Bandmaster of the
Duke of Edinburgh’s Royal Regiment. He retired in 1971 and
joined the Civil Service as a clerk of the Infantry Manning

22/01/2019 14:15

THE DEVONSHIRE AND DORSET REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

and Record Office in Higher Barracks, Exeter then clerk of
RHQ D and D in Wyvern Barracks before finally retiring in
1992. He now enjoys his retirement in Kingsbridge.
We held our 14th annual reunion on the 29th September
at the White Ensign Club in Exeter attended by about 40
members and again we entertained everyone by putting on a
short concert. One interesting fact was realised by 2 members
playing together on the solo clarinet stand, Percy Mann was
the solo clarinet player when the Band was first formed in
1958 and Mike Bennett was the solo clarinet player in 1994
when the Band was disbanded! Chris Willis played solo
cornet having come ashore so to speak, as he and his wife
have spent a lot of time on the cruise ships as a musical duo.

23

Davy Young played trombone for the first time and from his
comments afterwards it will not be the last. We welcomed
an ex-member of the TA band, Colin Parker, who played
euphonium accompanied by his sister Marian who played
trombone. We also had a guest conductor - Peter Bake
(former Band Sergeant Major) conducting the ever-popular
‘Hootenanny’ to everyone’s delight. We are still trying to
persuade other members to join in, in order to keep the Band
functioning and would also welcome members or ex-members
of the TA Band to join us.
The year closed with a small group meeting for Christmas
lunch in Andover and the usual messages via Facebook.
John Chubb

Bridport Branch
It is pleasing to report that the Branch is still able to hold
it’s monthly meetings at the Haddon House Hotel in West
Bay when up to 10-15 members attended. Whilst Ron Beale
our Chairman is unable to attend the meetings he still takes
a great interest in the activities of the Branch and keeps in
touch by telephone. Ron is our last remaining Normandy
Veteran and without a doubt is one of just a few within the
Association. We still have two old Devons in the Branch,
namely Ken Coles and Eric Bowditch, both in their early
nineties and who both attend our meetings on a regular basis.
One of our associate members, Jim Noble ex-RN (Stoker)
is not in good health and some months ago his wife sadly
passed away as a result of a fall at home. Both Jim and Edna
were dear to our hearts and were regulars at our meetings
and functions. Jim is shortly to leave the area as he is going
to Worcester to live near his daughter. We shall miss Jim’s
naval wit and good humour and wish him well for the future.
On 17th September we held our Branch lunch at the
Haddon House Hotel when we were pleased to have three

of our widows with us, namely Noreen Cleal wife of the late
Geoff Cleal, Jean Mitchell wife of the late Keith Mitchell and
Margaret House wife of the late Jim House – an Associate
Member and ex-RAF.
We carried out our annual laying of the wreath on the 43rd
Wessex Division memorial at Winyards Gap on Sunday 2nd
September (see article elsewhere in the Newsletter). Prior
to the laying of the wreath members enjoyed lunch together
at the Winyards Gap Inn.
Several members of the Branch attended the Rifles Freedom
Parade at Lyme Regis on Sat 22nd September, although the
weather was against us!
Geoff Ackerman, Anthony Hurst and Don Knight
represented the Branch at the remembrance parade and service
at Bridport on the 11th November.
We’re looking forward to another good year together in
each other’s company in 2019.
Brian Beer
Secretary

Exeter Branch
Our year started with the extremely disappointing news that
Kev had an advanced liver ‘C’. He continued working and
running the Branch as usual, living life as best he could.
Almost to the day, 3 months after the diagnosis the bad new
came, as we were getting on the coach in Wyvern Barracks for
our Battlefield Tour to the Somme and Bois des Buttes, that
Kev had passed away. What a loss; ‘We will remember Him’.
Life must and does go on, of course, and at the June meeting
I was elected to lead the Branch. We have had a very busy
year, before and since I took over. Too many funerals across
both counties and some further afield. Farewell to them all. I
would like to thank all the Standard bearers for the many events
at which they have represented the Branch and Association.
Their efforts are always really appreciated by the families of
those who’ve passed away.
Social events are an important part of the Branch’s life.
Monthly meeting for a chat and a beer or two and of course
the Regimental Reunion. Although weak, Kev managed a
visit and was able to say farewell to a lot of his oppos. The
after party was held at the White Ensign which 260 members
attended. Then there was the 100 years ‘Behind The Red Wall’
(Wyvern Barracks) event, followed by a trip to the Keep for
a brief about Bois des Buttes as a ‘battle picture’ (do you
remember those?) for our pending battlefield tour to France.
A tribute to Kev was the annual ‘H’ Jones walk on the 4th
June. The event was well attended with 29 members coming
from Kernow, Wiltshire, Cambridgeshire and many places
around Devon and Dorset. We were blessed with fantastic

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 23

22/01/2019 14:15

24

THE DEVONSHIRE AND DORSET REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

weather with most walkers doing the long walk and gathering
together at the letter box on Rough Tor, which Kev first
positioned back in 2011. Here we played the Regimental
March in his memory, as well as that of all past Devon and
Dorsets. On return to the base camp food, drink and a beer
was laid on by the ‘Q’ party - thank you very much for your
hard work, ladies. A number of photos of the event accompany
this article.
This year we have been involved with local and regimental
WW1 commemoration events. VC unveilings, one in
Exeter and one in memory of L/Cpl George Onion VC in
Wolverhampton. Then there was the Shrouds of the Somme
(trench) display in Exeter as well as the Poppy of Honour in
Wincanton. However, of course our main event for 2018 was
a trip to the Somme, some pictures being attached, mainly
to remember the event on the 27th May 1918 when the 2nd
Devons were involved in the battle of Bois des Buttes.
The tour lasted 5 days, starting at Ypres to visit the Menin
Gate, two days on the Somme including the Devonshire
Cemetery and a very memorable day at Bois des Buttes. It was
a great day, with good weather - a mini Regimental reunion
in all but name, with great local support and an excellent
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lunch and drinks. Presentation of prints to the local Mayor
from the 5th Artillery and us (in the person of Brian Duff)
followed by a tour around the well-preserved Bois des Buttes
defensive position. A very interesting and moving afternoon.
The accompanying photos show the group in front of a
memorial in Albert as well as at the entrance of the town’s
famous Basilica of Notre-Dame de Brebières.
November was a very busy Remembrance month. We
supported the Poppy Appeal in two of the City’s stores (Tesco
and Morrison’s) - thank you to all members for supporting
Clifford and me during the Appeal. It was the 100th year
since the War ended and we spent over 100 hours in the
stores during the two weeks and once counted the amount
collected for the Poppy appeal was almost £2,000 thanks to
the generosity of the good folk of Exeter.
Sunday 11th November, Remembrance Day, started at
0530 hrs with 5 Standards accompanying the lone piper
on Cathedral Yard. Then there came the main 11 o’clock
service at the City War Memorial, in Northernhay Gardens.
General Sandy laid a wreath on behalf of the Association,
there was a poppy drop as the parade passed the Guildhall,
followed by a presentation of the Bois des Buttes print
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(instigated by Mr Brian Duff who was unable to attend as he
was at the Cenotaph, Whitehall), to Exeter City Council by
Our President (see photo). We then paid our respects at the
Regimental Chapel with Standards responding to the Last
Post and the Regimental March. The day ended at 1850 hrs
when our Standards escorted the Lord Mayor’s party from
the Guildhall to the County Memorial in Cathedral Yard to
await the Lone Bugler who blew the Last post and Reveille
followed by a lighting of a beacon and the chiming of the
Cathedral bells. A long but very memorable day. Two more
Memorial events took place during the following week, The
Polish Flag Raising for 307 (Polish) Squadron RAF, who
defended Exeter City during the Second World War and an
unveiling of a new war memorial at East Sour, Dorset (see
the separate article later in the Newsletter).
As we submit this report we have had our December meet,
which is also our Christmas evening. There was a good
turnout, partly due to Mike Devlin who brought a number
of Plymouth (Green Army) members to the evening. General
Sandy and Kate managed to rearrange their busy social
programme and I hope enjoyed their evening with us.
So you can see that we, like other branches, keep ourselves
busy and out of trouble! I would like to thank all members of
the Branch for their support during my first year at the front.
We need more members and I would ask anyone in the
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Exeter area who has served in our Regiment or any other unit
or service and would like an evening out with like- minded
people to come and join us on the 1st Friday of each month
at 1930 hrs at the Whipton Institute.
Steve Keane
Chairman
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Gillingham Branch
The Gillingham Branch, despite the passing years, continues
to thrive with our stalwart group of octogenarians loyally
supporting our various events. The year started with an
inaugural Branch winter lunch, which was held at the Hunters
Lodge just outside Wincanton after the reading of the names
of the Fallen on 19th January. Leo Williams, Mike DavisSellick and Lisa House made major contributions to the
success of the lunch.
It was very well supported with the raffle run by Mrs Val
Flower raising £150, which was donated to the Salisbury
Hospital Stars Appeal. It was a relaxed occasion, enjoyed
by all. Members of the Branch continue to support the short
service to remember the Fallen, which takes place on the
third Friday of each month. Expertly organised by John
Gaye, the readers have included the High Sheriff of Dorset,
the former Black Rod and the Mayor of Sherborne. The
President presented a cheque for £100 to Canon Eric Woods
at the Annual Dinner, where he was thanked for the support
that he has given and is giving to the Regiment, particularly
with our beautiful Regimental Chapel in the Abbey.
We supported the ‘Gillingham in Bloom’ project again this
year, which helps cement our place in the local community.
On Saturday 9th September we held our annual Coffee
Morning in the RBL club in Gillingham in aid of the Poppy
Appeal. The event was very well supported by the members,
but, more particularly, the local community. It was a busy
morning and we were able to raise £616.29 for the Appeal,
which was a cracking effort. A cheque for that amount
was presented to Major Roger Weeks at the Annual Dinner.
As usual, we were very well supported by cadets from the
Gillingham Detachment of Dorset ACF under the guidance
and leadership of Captains Jerry Stockford and Lisa House.
We are very grateful to the RBL for the use of their facilities
and for their help. This marked the last occasion that Maureen
Coombes will run the Coffee Morning and it was a fitting way
for her to end her involvement after over twenty years. She has
been an absolute stalwart; great organisational skills, attention
to detail and the determination to make the Coffee Morning
such a success over the years. We are all extremely grateful
to her; thank you Maureen. The Gillingham Detachment have
kindly agreed to take this function on next year.
The Branch’s main social event of the year remains the
Annual Dinner held at the Olive Bowl in Gillingham at the end
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of October. This year 85 members, guests and friends attended
and it was another excellent evening. We were thrilled to host
our Association President, Lieutenant General Sandy Storrie
and his wife, Kate, Colonel Nev Holmes, Canon Eric Woods
and his wife, Sandra, the Mayor of Gillingham and her Escort
and the Deputy Mayor of Shaftesbury. The raffle at the end of
the evening, expertly run by Mrs Val Flower and Mrs Geraldine
Harding, raised £337 for Branch funds. After the President
and Chairman had said their thanks to a variety of people,
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Colonel Nev updated the gathering on what had been going
on in The Rifles over the year. As always, it was nice to see
so many adult instructors from Dorset ACF, which gave us
the opportunity to thank them for their support. Lieutenant
George Harrison, a former Gillingham cadet and winner of the
Queen’s Medal at Sandhurst last December, and now serving
as a platoon commander in 5 RIFLES, lowered the average
age and it was very good to see him. The evening gave us
the opportunity to congratulate Bill Cadman of Dorset ACF
on being appointed a Member of the Venerable Order of the
Hospital of St John of Jerusalem for his contribution to First
Aid training in Dorset and the South West. At the beginning
of the evening General Storrie, on her request, presented
Captain Lisa House her Cadet Forces Medal, which reflects
her extraordinary commitment and dedication to her cadets.
She supports the Branch brilliantly and her contribution to
the success of the evening was immense.
On 18th November members of the Branch attended a lovely
ceremony to mark the dedication of a new War Memorial
in East Stour, as shown in the accompanying photos. On a
crisp winter’s morning nine standard bearers, including Steve
Keane, all the way from Exeter, flanked the Memorial, which
is a human sun dial remembering in particular the twenty
two men of the village who died in two world wars. Of the
nineteen men from East Stour who died in the First World
War fourteen enlisted in the Dorsets, nine of whom fell while
serving with a Dorset battalion. The new Memorial is a very
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fitting way to remember their sacrifice. The children from
the local school reading the names of the village’s Fallen
was especially touching. It was lovely that the event was so
well supported and it was wonderful that there were so many
young people present. Nick Speakman, Andrew Edwards and
George Harrison laid wreathes on behalf of The Dorsetshire
Regiment, The Devonshire and Dorset Regiment and The
Rifles respectively.
We have a new treasurer in Major David Willis TD, who
has assumed the appointment from Mrs Ann Pike who has
been in post for 32 years. The Branch is very grateful for
her efforts over the years; thank you Ann. Many thanks to
all members of the Branch for their continued support over
the year, with particular thanks to the Standard Bearers of
Gillingham and Purbeck for carrying out their duties so
smartly and with such panache.
Andrew Edwards
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Honiton Branch

The Branch commemorated the centenary of the battle of Bois
des Buttes by holding a service in the church at Salcombe
Regis on 27th May. The significance of the church is that
in the cemetery is a small plot dedicated to the AndersonMorshead family which includes a memorial to Lieutenant
Colonel Rupert Anderson-Morshead who, of course, died
during the battle while commanding 2nd Devons, and whose
body was never recovered from the battlefield.
The service was conducted by the Reverend Robin Laird
and organised by Captain John Hill, whose father was a Bois

des Buttes survivor. John also laid a wreath at the foot of
the memorial. Des Mills carried the Devonshire Regiment
Standard during the service and two British Legion Standards
were also present. Another former Devon attending the service
was Gordon Tremlett. The accompanying photos show the
service and wreath laying.
The Branch later combined with their friends from the
Exmouth Branch to hold a most enjoyable Christmas Lunch
(see photo) at the Heathfield Inn in Honiton which is also the
venue for the Branch’s monthly meetings.

The Officers’ Club
The Officers’ Club continues to try to offer a variety of
functions and locations. Some stalwart members attend every
function, while others select those which are closer to their
homes or simply fit into their busy schedules. There is a Club
Facebook group which complements the e-mails sent by
the Secretary and keeps members up to date with functions
and other activities. Those wishing to join the group can do
so by accessing the following: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1243906068962848/members/ which will get you
registered as a member.
Wagon Hill Lunch – Sunday 7th January
Brigadier David Shaw once again organised the annual lunch
to commemorate the battle of Wagon Hill. Held at the Toran
Restaurant at Codford near Warminster. This is an opportunity
for members to get together early in the New Year in a very
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relaxed and welcoming atmosphere. Those attending were:
Jeremy and Amanda Archer, John Beresford, Liz Biles,
Penny Cann and son Mark, Mike and Deborah Coker, Tony
Collings, Charles and Jackie Cooper, John Gaye, Ant Hurst,
K Ireland, Humph and Trudie James, Tony and Jenny Jeapes,
Sara Jones, Jeremy and Judith Lillies, Jeremy and Veronica
Reid, Charles and Gay Rogers, Tim and Kate Saunders, David
and Diana Shaw, Robert and Jo Steptoe, Angela Turrall and
Peter Jones, Kathy Thornburn, Annie White, John and Lizzie
Wilsey, Roger and Peggy Woodiwiss, Rod Young, Simon
Young. That was a total of 40 which was an excellent turnout so soon after Christmas and New Year.
The Dorchester Sandwich Lunch – Friday 6th April
Members enjoyed a suitably relaxed and informal lunch in
the pleasant surroundings of the Mess in the Army Reserve
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Centre. As usual the Trustees arrived late from their Spring
meeting in The Keep! Our thanks to the staff of C Company
6 RIFLES for laying on the function, especially the company
PSAO, Capt Sid Cobbold who did the donkey work on the day.
Those who attended were: Jeremy Archer, Charles and
Jackie Cooper, Bryan Dutton, John Gaye, John Hill, Ant
Hurst, Humph and Trudie James, Mick and Lynne Jarrett,
Christopher and Lois Jary, Tony and Jenny Jeapes, Jeremy
and Judith Lillies, Geoff and Anne Nicholls, Colin and Mu
Pape, Bill Sharpe, David and Diana Shaw, Nick Speakman,
David and Judy Steevenson, Robert and Jo Steptoe, Tony and
Angela Trevis, Roger and Peggy Woodiwiss, Simon Young
The West Country Dinner – Friday 18th May
A really enjoyable, relaxed, evening which once again acted
as a pre-Reunion function for those attending. But with the
added pleasure of the company of 6 wives; After a warm
evening the previous year during which copious quantities
of white wine were drunk, the organiser bought in plenty
this year, only for it to be a cooler evening when red wine
was more in demand – so much for forward planning! Those
attending were: Col Toffer Beattie, Lt Col David Field, Maj
Arthur Norman-Walker, Lt Col & Mrs Andrew and Debbie
Edwards, Maj John Gaye, Prof James Goodwin, Lt Col & Mrs
Geoff and Anne Nicholls, Lt Col & Mrs Bill and Viv Sharpe,
Brig David Shaw, Col Derek Thomas, Brig & Mrs Richard
and Liza Toomey, Lt Gen & Mrs Sandy and Kate Storrie,
Col & Mrs Bob and Cally Barnes, Lt Col John Malloch, Lt
Col Dominic Maxwell-Batten, Maj Humphrie James, Lt Col
Tony Thornburn, Brig Simon Young.
The Warminster Lunch – Saturday 16th June
The Officers’ Club held its annual Regimental Luncheon in
the Infantry Mess at Warminster. Tony Thornburn organised
the event, as he has done for well over a decade, and members
are enormously grateful for the effort he and Kathy have put
in over the years to make this the popular and well-attended
function which it has become. Those who attended were:
John Andre, Toffer Beattie, Joan Brown, Marie Downton and
James Wilson, Mike and Deborah Coker, Bryan and Angela
Dutton, John Gaye, Ant Hurst, Humph and Trudie James,
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Tony and Jenny Jeapes, Sara Jones, Paddy King-Fretts and
Debbie Bean, Simon and Sally Langdon, Colin and Mu Pape,
Charles and Gay Rogers, Adrian Rouse, David and Di Shaw,
Derek Thomas, Hilary and Kathy Thornburn, Angela Turrall,
John and Lizzie Wilsey, Roger and Peggy Woodiwiss, Simon
and Sarah Young.
Exeter Sandwich Lunch - Friday 5th October
The Regimental Trustees joined the party for lunch before
retreating upstairs to continue their lengthy meeting. It was
especially good to see John Randle on the eve of his 97th
birthday.
Those attending were: Jeremy Archer, Caroline and
Kathleen Bullock, Daphne Burdick, John Cobb, Charles
Cooper, Bryan Dutton, Julian and Gillian Goodbody, John
Hill, Rupert Jones, Ann Jury, Tony and Elizabeth Ann
Laurie-Chiswell, Geoff Nicholls, Colin & Mu Pape, John
and Joy Randle, Bob Roberts, Bill Sharpe, Sylvia Shortis,
Sandy Storrie, Derek Thomas, Richard and Liza Toomey,
Simon Young.
London Dinner – Friday 16th November
The Club held its AGM and London Dinner at the Guards and
Cavalry Club on Piccadilly for the second time; the venue
is currently hosting all Rifles Officers’ Club functions in
London while a permanent replacement for Davies Street is
found. It seems likely that this will be the “default setting”
for the future. It was great to welcome Greg Colton all the
way from Australia as well as Tom Ring from Oman. Toffer
Beattie presided and read the Loyal Greetings sent to HM
The Queen, as well as the reply from The Palace.
Members attending the dinner were: James Allen, Toffer
Beattie, Philip Bray, Roger Cleave, Greg Colton, James
Falkner, David Field, John Gaye, Mark Gidlow-Jackson, Nev
Holmes, Ant Hurst, Humphrie James, Mark Jones, Rupert
Jones, Jeremy Lillies, Geoff Nicholls, Arthur NormanWalker, Jeremy Osborne, Colin Pape, Simon Pearson-Miles,
Tom Ring, Mike Richardson, Charles Rogers, David Shaw,
Sam Steevenson, Rupert Steptoe, Sandy Storrie, Richard
Toomey, Neil Wallace, Robert Wallbridge, Mike Wills and
Simon Young.

D and D Old Comrades Forum
d-doldcomrades.net
Founder – Richie Liggins
In 2018 the Forum celebrated the 10th
Anniversary since Richie Liggins put his
idea onto the internet as a Forum for Devon
and Dorset Old Comrades. Since April 2008
the site has become a proper community
forum for us all. Nearly 1,200 ex-D and Ds
have signed up as members, with 4 joining
in the last 2 months.
Membership of the Forum is really spread
across the globe ie S Africa, New Zealand,
North America, Germany, Ireland, Indonesia
and the Isle of Skye, to name but a few
locations where Janners can be found! There
have been over 75,000 messages posted.
These include many, many photos; stories
from our long-past memories, with quite
a few containing slight (!) exaggerations.
But all of these are insights into who we
are. “Proud Janners of the Best Infantry
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Regiment ever in the British Army”.
One just has to look at our magnificent Memorial at the
National Memorial Arboretum and listen to comments from
visitors, like “This must have been a Proud Regiment” to
confirm my statement! We are all able to keep in contact
with one another with a common bond and all this is thanks
to Richie, our founder.
The 10th annual Jolly Boys outing took place in September,
once more at the Gypsy Hill Hotel in Exeter. Unfortunately,
Richie and his good lady Marrion were unable to attend,
which was a real shame. They were both sorely missed by
all present. First time attendees this year included Andy and
Mary Owen, Gill Dennis, John Clift, George Symes, Bob
Pettit, Juliette Squires, Raz Radford, Shaun Sheering, Pug
Moore, Toffer Beattie, Lyn Turner, Alan Hincke, Jan Newland,
Louisa Ivory, Saimoni Junior Raseru, Shireen Taraz and Brian
and Mary Brettle Scott.
Although the JBO was organised for the Friday and Saturday,
some members stayed at the hotel on the Thursday and Sunday.
Early risers on the Thursday were Spud and Debbie from
Essex who firstly visited Plymouth before making their annual
pilgrimage to Trago Mills, completing their days travelling
back at the hotel. An AGM was held that evening. Several
points were discussed including future gatherings and the
Forum’s financial position, etc.
Friday saw members starting to arrive around lunchtime,
with Mick Hope getting to the bar first. Much meeting and
greeting took place over the remainder of the afternoon. In
the evening the quiz took place. Again Spud and Debbie ran
a very well organised event with 12 teams of 4 vying to get
their names on the list of winners! At halftime a sumptuous
curry of chicken or veg was served. This also allowed for a
brief journey to the bar to clear one’s head of questions and
answers. Following the quiz the remainder of the evening
passed with all re-acquainting friendships, with mild banter
and come chandelier swinging, along with much emptying
and refilling of glasses.
There was, I believe, much of the latter taking place on into
the wee small hours! 83 members were in attendance that
evening. The Ship Inn on the Saturday morning was the usual
assembly point, prior to moving onto the Cathedral for our
Remembrance Service. Due to inclement weather we were not
able to have our photocall outside the Cathedral, but instead
we were given permission to have a group photo inside. A
professional photographer was hired for the day. Standard
Bearers this year were Al Cormack, Graham Gilley, Des Mills
and Brian Beck, with the Last Post being played superbly by
Steve Vaughan and Kirk ‘Bear’ Richardson. The Wreath and
Poppy Crosses were laid by Jimmy MacAndrew, John King,
Dai Card, Al England, Ray Latham, Dave Braddon, Richard
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Balcombe, Mick Murphy and Andy Owen - (apologies if
I’ve missed anyone). The Service of Remembrance was
carried out in our normal Regimental way; quietly and with
dignity. Once again a very poignant and most important
event of the weekend!
From early that evening the photographer was available in
the bar area for those who required his services. His photos
have been published on the Forum and can be downloaded
by all. The entertainment for the evening was a ‘Comedy
Surgery’ of 4 comedians, each taking their turn to give us
all a really hilarious time, which was enjoyed by all present.
The buffet was then announced and what a grand spread
was laid out for us. This included salmon, ham, turkey, pate
and chicken, with various salads and side dishes. Yet again
a great array of prizes were on show for the raffle and all
donated by our members! Raffle tickets were once again sold
on the evening by Debbie Murphy and Heather Cormack.
Two outstanding prizes were the collection of claret jug and
goblets, engraved with Regimental Badges etc and a silver
salver, also likewise engraved. These were won by Alan
Hincke and John Wright respectively. Money raised on the
quiz and raffle totalled £701.
Awards to recognise longstanding support to the JBO were
presented to Keith Mills, Alex Cormack, Heather Cormack,
Mark Oldershaw and Mick Murphy. In recognition of his
sporting achievements for the benefit of the JBO over the
years, Ray Latham was present with a well-deserved award.
This year Ray biked from Lands End to John O’Groats (via
Crewe!) and raised £1,326 for the JBO. Don’t forget he has
also walked from Bristol to Exeter and kayaked around the
south coast - both events also for the benefit of the JBO! John
and Debbie Arnold and Mick and Chris Sherry received their
trophies for winning this year’s quiz. Well done to you all.
The rest of the evening, as on Friday, saw members enjoying
each other’s company with a few (!) drinks. What better way
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to enjoy one’s self than being surrounded by fellow Janners.
Get In There! Once more the bar staff were kept really busy,
as it were, for a very long time, well into Sunday morning!
There were 144 members present on the night.
All good things must come to an end and so Sunday
morning’s bright sunshine meant that the road home beckoned.
Much back slapping, handshaking and hugging ended the JBO
for 2018, with all leaving with many great memories. Thanks
for all of the following for their part in what most have stated
the best JBO ever: Spud and Debbie Murphy, Ray Latham,
all Standard Bearers, Wreath and Poppy Cross Layers and
Buglers, all members who donated the magnificent raffle
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prizes, raffle ticket sellers, the management and staff of the
Gypsy Hill Hotel, for the smooth running of the weekend,
for the food and drinks served and the grand buffet. My final
thanks go to Richie and Marrion Liggins for all that they
have done over the last 10 years in getting “all us Janners”
together. For those of you thinking of attending JBO 2019
book up as soon as you can, and I hope to see you all there.
The photos show some of the highlights of the weekend.
Finally, please keep in touch with one another in any way
you can, especially with those you have not seen, or spoken
to recently. Don’t wait for the Bugle Call!
John Wibberley

Plymouth Branch
The trouble with having to get Newsletter articles in before
Christmas is that often we forget about the previous Festive
Season. So, I’ll start by remembering last year - once again we
had an excellent turnout at our annual Christmas disco/buffet
and by the time you read this we should have had another
great evening. We’ve decided to try something different this
year by having a curry and chilli con carnie evening which
Jed Stone and Sue Johnson are in the throes of preparing a
‘good night for a fiver’ if that’s possible.
This has been a steady year in terms of our attendance at
get-togethers, with the inevitable falling-off around July and
August as members go off on holidays, etc. As readers can
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imagine our meetings on Friday evenings are much enjoyed
by everyone, with storytelling and plenty of laughter as we
relive more good days than bad.
This year our Remembrance Parade was well attended,
with Branch members and their families coming along in
greater numbers than usual and we were again joined by some
members of the public. Our parade takes place alongside the
Citadel at an obelisk which carries a Devonshire Regiment
battle honour. This makes it particularly poignant, and even
more so this year as it was the centenary of the end of the First
World War. Our Standard was on parade, carried by Brian
Mason, who has taken over this duty and has performed on
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a number of occasions, with great dignity. I must also thank
our ladies of the Branch who attend on a regular basis.
Among the functions we held this year was a party for Pete
Macpherson who was celebrating his 70th birthday. It was a
great evening and was more like a mini reunion than a birthday.
Brian and Elaine Mason went on the trip to Bois des Buttes in
May and had a memorable time. They report: We left on Friday
25th May in the early hours of the morning and travelled via
the tunnel, arriving in France by lunch time. Our first stop
was at the Menin Gate in Ypres where Chris explained the
significance of the memorial which was fascinating – how
he remembered all the details, we simply can’t imagine.
The hotel that night was simple but nice and clean. Then the
next day we visited the Lochnagar Crater where, on the first
day of the Battle of the Somme, the British blew up huge
quantities of explosives under a German strongpoint. It’s the
largest man-made crater on the Western Front and took us a
good 10 minutes to walk around. The explosion took place
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two minutes before the 0730 Zero Hour at the launch of the
British offensive against the German lines on the morning
of 1st July 1916. We were told you could feel the vibration
of the explosion twenty miles away and looking at the size
of the hole you could believe it. Then onto the main reason
for the trip – the commemoration of the Battle of Bois des
Buttes, held in the nearby village of La Ville aux Bois as can be
seen in the attached photos. After the service we had a lovely
buffet in a barn in the village before having the opportunity
to walk over the original battlefield. The following day we
also went to the Devonshire Trench which was very moving,
especially as some of those on the trip had relatives who
were buried there – again on the first day of the Somme. It
was a really interesting trip and we came home on Tuesday
the 29th very late after a ferry crossing into Dover and the
long motorway drive. To some people’s surprise, everyone
got on; it was like we were soldiers again! The photos show
Brian carrying the Branch Standard at The Dorset Regiment
Memorial, the Bois des Buttes Memorial and the Devonshire
Cemetery, as well as Elaine paying her respects in front of
the Bois des Buttes memorial.
Syd Davies
Chairman

Poole Branch
Hello to all readers from us here in Poole. Sadly, these will be
the last few words we will be sending to the Newsletter, as our
Branch will be closing at the end of the year. We reluctantly
made this decision a few months ago, having lost members
who had sadly passed away and others, through illness, unable
to attend meetings. Our final gathering was at a lunch at The
Dorset Soldier pub, and a good (but sad) time was enjoyed by
all. We still intend to meet up for a drink and chat from time
to time – just not formally as a branch of the Association.
Looking back over the years that the Branch existed, from
meeting in an old pub in Poole, and then moving to The ExServicemen’s Club when parts of the town were demolished
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due to re-generation plans for the area. The hall we used from
that time until now was always filled with members each
month, and we had many Harvest Suppers and Christmas
parties and other functions when we were bursting at the
seams! So we can look back at the happy times we had and
remember our friends.
When the decision was made to close the branch, we made
donations to various local Charities from our funds, and the
balance will be sent to The Keep Museum.
So, farewell, but not a final goodbye from all members of
Poole Branch.
Jean Hart
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Purbeck Branch
The Branch started the year, as usual, with its New Year
Social on Saturday 20th of January at the Clay Pipe Inn,
Holton Heath, where some 40 members and guests (including
members from the former Sandford British Legion Ladies’
Section) had an evening of bingo and a grand draw. The
Clay Pipe again provided their excellent buffet of ‘meals
in a basket’.
On 31st January the Branch held its first bi-monthly meeting
of the year at The Keep Military Museum when 15 members
attended, where we welcomed new member Robin Kellaway.
Prior to the meeting members and their guests were shown
the newly revamped meeting room on the ground floor,
which has been named after one of our Branch members,
who is also a long-standing Museum volunteer – the Nick
Speakman Room.
On Wednesday 29th March the Branch held it’s AGM at the
Clay Pipe Inn, when the attendance was 13 Branch members,
again being a good attendance considering the time of year
and the fact it was the AGM!
The 4th of April was one of the more sad days of the year
when a number of members and wives and partners attended
the funeral and wake of long standing member Norman Smith
at Great Wishford in Wiltshire.
We then had a quieter time until Sunday 17th June when
the usual large contingent of the Branch, with all Branch
Standards, attended the Veterans’ Parade in Weymouth. Again,
this year, the event was organised for the Borough by two of
our members, Rob Price and Ken Chivers.
On July 14th a Lunch and Band Concert took place at
the Wool RBL with the Wessex Military Band, which ably
took the place of the Minden Reunion especially as it was
organised by Nick Speakman; and was attended by former
Minden members and a large contingent of the Branch.
Further mention of this excellent function appear elsewhere
in the Newsletter.
The Three Parishes Fete on 4th August, at Church Knowle
in the Purbecks this year included a stand from the Keep
Museum staffed by some members of the Branch. The Keep
received good Public Relations from the event, which was

well attended by local people.
On Tuesday 23rd October members of the Branch attended
the funeral of Ray Downton, who was the last Association
Chelsea Pensioner. His funeral was held in the Parish Church
of Wareham and was attended by a number of members and
their wives and partners; with 4 standards in attendance.
The following day Wednesday 24th October was the Tirah
Memorial Ceremony at the memorial in Dorchester Borough
Gardens, on a superb autumn day and was attended by a
considerable number of Branch Members and guests, who
appreciated the coffee and biscuits at the Keep afterwards.
October was rounded off with the Branch Dinner on Saturday
27th October at the Clay Pipe Inn, with usual 30+ members
and guests enjoying a very substantial carvery and a very
convivial evening.
On Sunday 11th November, Remembrance Sunday, the
Branch had a good number of members and guests, as
well as Standards, attending Remembrance at the Sandford
Memorial. There was a church service in Sandford Junior
School afterwards, attended by a large majority of the Parish
of Sandford and the Branch. As usual the lamp posts in the
village had Poppies hung on them, which is a moving tribute
to those who fell during previous conflicts, particularly on
the centenary of the end of World War One. The Branch
then adjourned to the Clay Pipe Inn where a very substantial
buffet was enjoyed by the assembled company of Branch
members and guests.
Should there be any Old Comrades or those still serving
who wish to join us at 1400 hrs at the Keep Military Museum
on the last Wednesday of January, then in the Skittle Alley at
The Clay Pipe Inn, Organford Road, Holton Heath at 1930
hrs on the last Wednesday of March, May and November;
and in the Summer months on the last Wednesday of July
and September at the Wool RBL, Colliers Lane, Wool
commencing at 1930; please contact me – Geoff Galpin at 1
Kelly Close, Poole, Dorset BH17 8QP or by E-mail geoffrey.
galpin@btinternet.com
Geoff Galpin
Secretary

Semper Fidelis Dinner Club
On the beautiful weekend of 19th to 21st October members
of the Semper Fidelis Dinner Club again returned to the
Headland Hotel, Torquay for their annual Dinner weekend.
The Dinner is run on the same format each year, with nearly
all members now arriving on the Friday which makes it a
great start with an enjoyable afternoon / evening meeting up
again and having the odd drink or two.
On the Saturday Members are free to enjoy the delights of
Torquay but after major improvements having been carried
out earlier in the year the hotel now boasts an Indoor Pool,
Gym and Steam Room for those who still feel the need; a good
way to burn off that occasional drink from the night before!
Early on Saturday evening the AGM is held and this year
due to the weather being so good, it was held outdoors in
glorious warm sunshine.
For Dinner this year Members had a choice from a very
extensive menu which was enjoyed in very comfortable and
well prepared surroundings. Here I must say a big thank
you to the small committee who each year simply crack on
and get everything organised. They are: John Clift, Kelvin
Latham, H Hilton for both admin and lay-up and Brian Duff
for the Music Covers. I don’t think we have ever stood up
then down so many times for our Queen!
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Brian very kindly presented the Club with a Framed
Regimental Print and with the wine flowing and toasts
completed, Members relaxed around the table and enjoyed
each other`s company as can be seen in the accompanying
photos.
Attending this year were the following: John Clift, John
Wibberley, Jerry Hughes, Pat Beazer, Diane Greenaway, Bob
and Lyn Strickland, Pat and Rose Hendrick, Ken and Cynthia
Chivers, Brian Duff, Martin and Linda Jerrard, Conrad Ford,
Bert Cloke, Philip Ford, H Hilton, Mike and Diana Gould,
Graham Balston, Steve Keane, Alan and Sue England with
Donna, Sarah and Lucy, Kelvin and Val Latham and Whippit
and Lyn Clark.
Semper Fidelis
Whippit Clark
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The Regimental Charities
The two Regimental Charities, The Regimental Association
Charity and the Regimental Charity continue to support
Regimental activities. Their purposes are slightly different and
are available for public scrutiny on the Charity Commission
website www.charity-commission.gov.uk which also shows
information such as the annual accounts. The accounts are
audited by a firm of chartered accountants in Exeter. In outline,
the Association looks after the people while the Charity looks
after everything else such as chapels, memorials, property,
etc. The Regimental Trustees supervise both charities and
are drawn from the different parts of the Regiment, including
some members of The Rifles who were previously Devon
and Dorsets.
Maj Gen Bryan Dutton is the Chairman of Trustees and other
Trustees are: Capt Jeremy Archer, Maj Gen Rupert Jones, Lt
Col Geoff Nicholls (also the Secretary), Maj Colin Pape, Lt
Col Bill Sharpe, Lt Gen Sandy Storrie, Brig Richard Toomey
and Brig Simon Young.
Financial Grants
The Trustees have been generous in their support for events
to commemorate centenaries of the final year of the First
World War. They have made grants towards refurbishment
of a number of War Memorials in the two counties on which
members of the Regiments are listed; and supported the trips
to commemorate the Centenary of the Battle of Bois des
Buttes in May as well as the laying of a plaque in memory
of LCpl Onions VC in the Midlands and the Exeter Branch
trip to the National Memorial Arboretum in November to
remember LCpl Stephen Taverner and others who died in
Northern Ireland.
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The Regimental Memorial
at the National Memorial Arboretum
When the Memorial was erected in 2017, a brass plaque
was placed in front of it to explain to visitors a little about it
and a brief Regimental history. Very soon after it was put in
place, the plaque began to tarnish quite badly – it even had
to be polished before the Dedication Ceremony when it had
only been in place for a few days! This unforeseen issue was
considered unacceptable by the Trustees (as well as most
other people who saw it) and the stonemasons responsible
were instructed to consider other materials. Eventually, a new
resin-based plaque was produced and installed. Hopefully it
will remain untarnished and legible for many years to come.
The illustrations show the old and new plaques.
All the work put in by Trustees has been recognised by the
NMA, who have placed an article in their latest Guide about
how much work is required before a memorial can be erected using our memorial as the example of best practice – particular
recognition for Brigadier Simon Young, the project manager,
who carried out the process in such an exemplary fashion.
The relevant page of the guide is reproduced in the photo.
The Future
The next big issue is the reorganisation of the Charities. Now
that the Regiment hasn’t been an active part of the Army for
over 11 years, Trustees are considering ways to reduce to just
one overarching Charity rather than the existing two. How
this logical step will be achieved will require considerable
thought, but it’s critical that the correct decisions are made so
that Devon and Dorsets and their activities are fully supported
for the foreseeable future. Rest assured that members will
be kept in touch with progress. Our President provides more
information in his message at the beginning of the Newsletter.
The Regimental Flower Ladies
The volunteer ‘Flower Ladies’
have carried out an important,
but little-recognised, role for
more years than anyone can
remember. They are the ladies
who produce such magnificent
flower arrangements in our
Regimental Chapel in Exeter
Cathedral – an example of
which is in the attached photo.
Using funds supplied by
the Regimental Charity, and
in conjunction other flower
arrangers in the Cathedral,
they take it in turn to spend a
few hours helping to keep our
Chapel looking so wonderful.
So, an official ‘thank-you’ to
them all: Rose Bond, Daphne
Burdick, Anne Cox, Juliet Dymoke-Marr, Grisilda Harrison,
Ann Jury, Sue Lawson, Jo Lovejoy, Anne Nicholls, Mu Pape,
Diana Tremlett and Pauline Willey.

months while the various experts considered the best way
to re-attach it to the wall. Eventually, new rustproof screws
were welded to the rear and it was replaced onto the wall.
Not the most dramatic event in regimental history – but an
example of the sort of thing which needs to be supported (and
paid for) by the Charity every now and again. An image of
General Huddlestone is also attached – he was a remarkable
man who served his Regiment, and country, for over half a
century through the South African Wars and both World Wars.
Details of the awards he received for his service are included
in the new publication ‘Distinguished Service’ mentioned
earlier in the Newsletter.

Plaque in memory of Major General Huddlestone
A plaque in memory of General Huddlestone (see attached
image) has been attached to a wall in our Regimental Chapel
in Sherborne Abbey for over fifty years. One day last year
the attachments which held it on the wall suddenly gave way
and it was left hanging at an angle by a single screw. Luckily
the final screw held out just long enough for a member of
the Abbey staff to take it down without any damage to the
front of the plaque being incurred. There then followed some
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The Regimental Reunion
Saturday 19 May was a special day and had been dubbed
‘Standstill Saturday’ by the local media in Exeter because
of the number of events taking place and the expected traffic
problems - it was only the second weekend on which the new
Ikea store was open, it was the final day of the Devon County
Show, the rugby Premiership Semi Final at Sandy Park and
most important of all, our Regimental Association Reunion.
Oh, and there was a Royal Wedding on at the same time!
Despite conflicting priorities, Devon and Dorsets from the
length and breadth of Britain and from abroad made their
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way to Exeter on a lovely sunny day to celebrate membership
in our very exclusive club. This was the twelfth Reunion we
have conducted since our Regiment merged to form The
Rifles in 2007 and we used the well tried and tested format.
The day commenced with the Annual General Meeting.
This is an important event, as it provides an opportunity
for members to discuss issues with the Committee. It
was encouraging to see rather more than usual attending.
Among topics discussed were finance (the Association
account roughly broke even in 2017 and has over £220,000
invested) and the future structure of the Association and it’s
Charity. Those present were reminded that although the great
majority of Welfare cases are now dealt with by The Rifles,
the Association Committee may make additional grants if
it’s considered appropriate.
Next came our march through the City Centre. Despite
the Royal Wedding, there were plenty of people on the
streets and they gave a warm welcome to those on parade.
We had 15 Standards on parade and were fortunate indeed
to have two bands. We were led by a combined Rifles Band
comprising members of the local Salamanca Band as well
as the Waterloo Band. No 2 Guard was accompanied by the
Devon ACF Corps of Drums in their scarlet uniforms and
they provided excellent musical accompaniment. To celebrate
the impending Centenary of the Battle of Bois des Buttes,
Brian Duff headed the parade carrying the excellent framed
picture and account of the battle which was to be presented
to the Mayor of La Ville aux Bois les Pontavert (see later
article). Having marched past the saluting dais in front of the
Guildhall, we turned left into Cathedral Green and finished
in front of the Cathedral.
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It was only then that we realised the Cathedral Bells which
were ringing to celebrate the Royal Wedding would drown
out some of what was being said – but we all soldiered on!
The Drumhead Service followed, conducted this year by
Canon Eric Woods, vicar of Sherborne Abbey. Geoff Nicholls
read out the names of a number of members who had died
in the previous year. Mike Amor’s PA system worked very
well and everyone could hear what was going on despite the
bells! There followed the President’s Awards for those who
have contributed extensively to our Association for prolonged
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periods. This year the worthy recipients were Bryan Dutton,
Simon Young, Brian Duff and John Wibberley. Full details
of the awards are elsewhere in the Newsletter.
The parade was then fallen out and everyone made their
way to the Corn Exchange for beer, buffet and chat. Notable
amongst the meetings, conversations and humour, was the
especially warm and friendly atmosphere this year, and the
attendance by many members who we have not seen for a
while. It is a particular pleasure to meet such old friends
again, and excellent news that we seem not to significantly
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diminish in numbers as the years pass.
The raffle concluded, we closed up after tea. But of course
the day was by no means over – many went off to get changed
for the Reunion After Party held at the Exeter White Ensign
Club, courtesy of arrangements made by the Exeter Branch. It
was, once again, an excellent get-together which helps make
the day really worthwhile for those who have travelled from a
distance. As ever, many people contributed to making the day
such a success and we thank them all for their considerable
efforts – not least the Committee who pull things together
so successfully. We very much hope to see even more of
you next year.
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Events
Bois des Buttes Centenary
An extract from: The King’s Pilgrimage
by Rudyard Kipling.
(Written to commemorate King George V’s
visit to War Cemeteries in France in 1922)
Our King went forth on pilgrimage
His prayers and vows to pay
To them that saved our heritage
And cast their own away.
All that they had they gave - they gave; and they shall
not return,
For these are those that have no grave where any heart
may mourn.
And the last land he found, it was fair and level ground
About a carven stone,
And a stark Sword brooding on the bosom of the Cross
Where high and low are one.
And there was grass and the living trees,
And the flowers of the spring,
And there lay gentlemen from out of all the seas
That ever called him King.
Two coaches-full of Devon and Dorsets (as well as a few
guests) left Exeter for France in late May to commemorate the
centenary of the iconic battle of Bois des Buttes as a result of
which 2nd Devons were awarded the Croix de Guerre which
we all wore on our uniforms. The Exeter Branch coach left on
Friday 25th while the Regimental Association one left a day
later. Both returned on Tuesday 29th in order to avoid the Bank
Holiday traffic – a tactic which was only partly successful.
While the success of the trip did not depend on good weather,
most activities were to take place outdoors so fingers were
firmly crossed. Despite many large storms in Northern France
over the period, they only took place overnight so that the
Centenary Commemoration and other visits were able to
take place without anyone getting wet (except with sweat
as it was very warm and humid). Only late-night revellers
(of whom there were a number) were affected – as a general

A display of Entente Cordiale.
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The parade formed up in front of the Memorial.
rule, the later the wetter! There was a slight panic as a few
spots of light rain fell in the village of La Ville aux Bois
les Pontavert just as everyone arrived for the ceremony, but
luckily it remained dry throughout the day.
As those who have travelled by coach to France will know,
it’s a rather long and tedious business. But it does give
participants an opportunity to “bond” in the modern parlance
(even when most had known each other for many decades!)
The Association coach arrived in Reims in the early evening
only for the participants to find that their hotel which was being
refurbished! With smoke alarms hanging from the ceilings,
lifts and air conditioning not working, it wasn’t ideal, but
it takes more than that to stop stalwart Devon and Dorsets
getting stuck into the beer and local cuisine. Thankfully the
stay in that hotel was only for one night and the next morning
saw everyone in their smart clothes leaving for the Centenary
Commemoration and thankful for the coach’s air-con.
As the Association coach made its way to the ceremony,
Colonel Robert Coate reminded everyone that the memorial
- made of Dartmoor granite and erected in November 1921 originally stood on the main RN 44 Reims-Laon road outside
the village where it now stands on the edge of a lorry park at
Café la Musette (a transport café). As the years went by and

Chaos before the Parade RSM got a grip..
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Past and present – reenactors in Devons uniform
alongside buglers from The Rifles.
traffic increased, it was regularly damaged, particularly by
reversing lorries. In 1976, the then Commanding Officer of 1
D and D, Colin Shortis, heard of the damage and sent the then
Major Coate to investigate. By luck, he met with the village
Mayor and it was agreed informally to move the memorial
to its present ideal location in the centre of the village. Once
the various authorities had agreed and funds had been raised
(approx £3,000) the move took place and the Memorial was
re-dedicated at a ceremony on 17 September 1977 attended
by a contingent from 1 D and D commanded by Major Julian
Field. Nine veterans of the battle were present.
The scene which greeted everyone in La Ville aux Bois les
Pontavert was of initial disarray and lots of milling around
as groups were sorted out and liaison was conducted with
the Mayor and other French officials. They had their ideas of
how the parade would be conducted and we had ours, but very

45

The decorated Mairie formed a colourful backdrop.

The Mayor.

quickly compromises were arrived at and by about 1030 hrs
Bill Sharpe as Parade Commander and Tony Cox as Parade
RSM had got everyone in place and in good order on the
road between the Mairie and the Memorial to 2nd Devons.
Thankfully the planned road closures were in operation and
no traffic disrupted proceedings.
Those on parade were approximately 100 Devon and
Dorsets, 30 Gunners from 5 Battery RA (all the way from
exercise in Estonia) and their Association, as well as 40
members of The Rifles. They were joined by numerous friends
and families and what seemed like all the villagers. A number
of “random” French people representing organisations which
no-one had heard of also attended, proving if nothing else
that the event had been well publicised. There was also a
much-photographed group of Great War re-enactors. No-one
was counting, but there must have been about 300 present
which is a fine tribute to the men of 2nd Devons and 5 Battery
RFA who fought so valiantly exactly 100 years before. The
military element stood in five ranks facing the memorial
while the civilians filled in on the flanks. The Standards were
positioned either side of the Memorial as can be seen in the
accompanying photos.
The Regimental Association’s own PA system, operated
expertly by Mike Amor, came into its own when proceedings
began with the village Mayor, M Francois Saillard, welcoming
everyone and expressing the honour which the village felt in
conducting such an important event. His assistant translated
his speech into English, but most members of the Regiment
were on safer ground when Lt Gen Sandy Storrie gave a
most fitting and moving introduction (reproduced in a copy
of the Order of Service below). There followed a number
of individual accounts of the battle, three being read by

The parade with the Mairie and church behind.

Standards from at least three nations were on
parade.
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relatives of those who had written them - Private W R Dyer
of B Company 2nd Devons by his granddaughter Mrs Wendy
Arnot; Captain J H Massey, Battery Captain of 5 Battery read
by his nephew Mr John Massey Stewart and Gunner Fay read
by his grandson, Mr Tony Furnival. After buglers from The
Rifles had sounded Last Post and Reveille, Maj Gen Bryan
Dutton recited The Exhortation before wreaths were laid by
the four main groups represented: The Devon and Dorsets,
5 Battery, The Rifles and the Village. Many more wreaths
and crosses were laid later.
Everyone present then moved a short distance to a huge
barn where a splendid buffet lunch was laid out. There
had been concerns that there would not be enough food,
but in the event there was ample, with even some left over.

Maj Gen Rupert Jones laid a wreath on behalf of
The Rifles.
Some members of the Association were surprised to find a
number of reserved tables and thought (understandably as the
Association had paid for the food) that they were reserved
for them as “the guests”. But they proved to be reserved for
the villagers – maybe there was a local election coming up
and the Mayor wanted to consolidate his vote! But there was
ample room for everyone and there was a very convivial
atmosphere – added to by music supplied by Mike Amor’s PA
system. While lunch was being eaten, the Mayor presented
Maj Gen Dutton, as Chairman of Regimental Trustees, with
a commemorative medal and he was in turn presented with
splendid mementos of the event – a picture and account of
the battle by 5 Battery and the well-known picture of The
Devons at the battle, complete with Croix de Guerre and

The Mayor placed an impressive wreath of
appropriately-coloured flowers.

After the ceremony, the Mayor and other VIPs met
the Standard Bearers.

Standards dipped for Last Post.
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Lt Gen Sandy Storrie, as President, represented the
Regimental Association.
Devons capbadge - the brainchild of Brian Duff.
After the buffet lunch, Brig Richard Toomey, Jeremy Archer
and Chris Copson conducted a series of “stands” in the Bois
des Buttes area in order to explain specific aspects of the
battle. The local landowner had given permission to walk
throughout the area and while the trees may have grown over
the years, the trench systems and tunnels were still very easy
to find and it remains one of the best-preserved battlefields
in France. The warm, humid, weather meant that mosquitos
were out in force, so plenty of time was spent swotting,
especially inside the woods!
After a most satisfactory day, the Association coach drove
to Amiens where, thankfully, the hotel was in rather better

The Devons’ Memorial after the ceremony with
wreaths in place.
order than the one the previous evening. A pleasant overnight
stay meant everyone was refreshed for a day spent travelling
around a number of WW1 sites of interest, starting with

A close-up of the wreaths.

Despite the numbers present, there was plenty of
food at the buffet.

The barn provided an excellent venue for lunch.

Maj Gen Bryan Dutton was surprised, but honoured,
to receive a French medal.
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The presentations to the Mayor from 5 Battery and
the Regimental Association.
Cambrai. En route a moments silence was held in memory
of ‘H’ Jones who had died exactly 36 years earlier (28th May
1982). Richard Toomey had selected an excellent viewpoint
at Flesquières overlooking the Cambrai battlefield and gave
a most interesting oversight of the battle, before moving to
Masnières to view the canal over which the Allies had briefly
formed a bridgehead.
Later, at The Devonshire Cemetery, both coaches met up and
after a brief explanation of the events which took place there
on the first day of the Battle of the Somme by Jeremy Archer,
a short ceremony was held in the Cemetery to remember the
160 men of the 8th and 9th Battalion who are buried there.
In order to ensure “Regimental equality” the next location
visited was the Dorset Regiment WW1 Memorial at Authuille
where Colonel Jeremy Reid (himself a former Dorset whose
father died while serving in the Regiment in the Far East)
gave a moving rendition of The Exhortation and laid a wreath

Lt Col Bill Sharpe explains the Association
presentation before Brian Duff and Dai Card present
it to the Mayor.

Standard Bearers provide an appropriate backdrop
to some of the graves in the Devonshire Cemetery.

Brig Richard Toomey explains the battle of Cambrai.
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The well-known, but still impressive, Thiepval
Memorial.

Standard Bearers on parade at the Devonshire
Cemetery.

on behalf of The Association.
That was supposed to be the conclusion of the days events,
but by popular consent it was agreed to visit the nearby
Thiepval Memorial which could be seen on top of the
nearby ridge. Finally, Jeremy Archer managed to persuade
everyone that a visit to High Wood would be worthwhile.
And so it proved, as Jeremy recounted the moving account
of how Private Tommy Veale of 8th Devons had earned his
VC there on 20th July 1916 by rescuing from no-man’s land
Lt Eric Savill who had been his rival on the running track
before the War. Eric Savill went on to be knighted and as
well as becoming Director of Forestry to the Crown Estate,
and having The Savill Gardens in Windsor named after him.
A final night in Amiens and a long journey home concluded
the trip. Not only had it been thoroughly worthwhile in its
own right, but those who took part came away with a real
sense of Regimental identity, having visited the site of the
Battle of Bois des Buttes exactly 100 years after the event, as
well as having remembered other Devons and Dorsets who
had given their lives during the First World War.

Lt Col Mike Richardson about to explain the history
of the Dorset Regiment WW1 Memorial

The Regimental Association group at London (High Wood) Cemetery.
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Centenary of the death of Private Sidney Humphris
Members of the Northern Ireland Branch took part in the
commemoration ceremony for Private Sidney Humphris of
The Devonshire Regiment on Saturday 29th September - the
weekend nearest to the 100th anniversary of his death on 3rd
October 1918. He is buried in St Columba’s Church graveyard
at Urris, Clonmany County Donegal near to where he had
been stationed in Glenfield Barracks, Clonmany.
The Service of Commemoration was organised by The
Historical Group in Clonmany in a cross-border collaboration
with our Regimental Association. Mr Hugh Farren began
investigating the history of the headstone some time ago.
As someone who served in the Irish Army he had a special
interest in Sidney’s story and enlisted the help of fellow exserviceman Dessie McCallion, along with Thomas Ryan and
David Canning, who had also developed an interest. The
quartet began organising a ceremony to commemorate the
centenary of Sidney’s death and were benefited by a growing
interest in commemorating Ireland’s war dead. They received
plenty of community support, including from the Inishowen
Friends of Messines, a group that visits war graves of the
area’s servicemen.
The behind-the-scenes work carried out by the Historical
Group was many years in the making and a Regimental
‘Thank You’ was extended by Pat Toms for their preparation
and execution of the event. Paddy Ryan was the main liaison
on behalf of our Association and the Northern Ireland Branch
and the choreographer behind the events on the day.
The churchyard is a small, protected, heritage site and
the congregation was duly limited to only forty people
who came from an eclectic cross section of groups and
individuals embracing diversity spanning The Gaelic Athletic
Association, The British Army, The Royal British Legion, The
Orange Order, The Clonmany Camera Club and Local Media.
Private Sidney Humphris was the youngest child of James
and Eva Humphris of Woodgreen, Whitney, Oxfordshire in
1901. He was reportedly very keen to join the Army as soon
as possible and enlisted into the 4th Devons which by this time
was in stationed in Glenfield Barracks, Clonmany. He was not
a particularly robust young man and soon after travelling to

The Devon and Dorset contingent at the grave:
Thomas (Paddy) Ryan, Pat Toms and Bert Cloke.
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St Columba’s church.
his new unit he fell victim to the Spanish Flu pandemic which
was sweeping the World. He quickly developed pneumonia
and he was admitted to the Fever Hospital in Carndonagh,
dying ten days later on the 3rd October 1918 without getting
the chance to fulfil his desire to serve his country in battle.
Sidney’s name is, however, proudly recorded on the War
Memorial in Whitney.
The graveside service was proceeded by the Parade of
Standards from our Northern Ireland Branch, The Royal
British Legion from Londonderry and Castlerock and the
Inishowen Friends of Messines. The Standards marched
on to parade accompanied by the regimental march of the
Devonshire Regiment. Those representing the Association
were: Pat Toms from Bangor, Co. Down. Thomas (Paddy)
Ryan from Galway, Republic of Ireland and Bert Cloke from
Bideford, Devon.
Hugh Farren of The Historical Group eloquently welcomed
the assembled congregation and expressed his appreciation to
those that had travelled to the tiny graveyard. He explained how
this particular project to have Private Humphris remembered
has been forty years in the making. The Chairman of the
Northern Ireland Branch, Pat Toms, responded equally well,
extending particular thanks to Paddy Ryan for the very close
liaison with the Historical Group on behalf of the Association.
There followed an ecumenical service with scripture readings
by David Canning from The Historical Group and prayers
led by our own Paddy Ryan. The Chairman of the Royal
British Legion, Londonderry (Waterside Branch), Mr Thomas
Hill gave the Exhortation, with the Kohima Epitaph being
delivered by Pat Toms.
There were very silent and solemn moments as seven wreaths
were laid on behalf of the Extended Humphris Family, the
Devonshire Regiment, the Devonshire and Dorset Regiment,
The Rifles, The Historical Group, Members of the Inishowen
Friends of Messines and the Orange Order.
The small congregation was hosted at a reception in the Glen
House Tea Rooms a short distance away where members of
the Inishowen Historical Society and the Inishowen Friends
Of Messines expressed their gratitude to the organising
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The Organising Committee – Thomas (Paddy) Ryan, Hugh Farren, Dessie McCallion and David Canning.
committee and spoke of the cross-border collaboration that
continues to exists between groups and communities to
maintain the peace.
One member gave this oration using poet and soldier Robert
Brookes’ poem:

‘The Soldier’
‘If I should die, think only this of me:
That there’s some corner of a foreign field
That is for ever England’.
He concluded by saying: “While we would be honoured if
Clonmany was considered as such, let there be no mistake,
Sidney lies amongst friends. He lies amongst our own, he is
one of our own and he will never be foreign to us”.
Paddy Ryan presented each member of the organising
committee with a Regimental Poppy Badge as a token of
our appreciation for instigating the event.
Our thanks go to all of the teams that played a part in
making this ceremony possible with particular thanks to the
Clonmany Historical Group. Their hard work and hospitality
was greatly appreciated.
Pat Toms

Pat Toms lays a wreath on behalf of the Regimental
Association.

Standards on parade: Pat Toms and the Branch Standard, along with those of the RBL from Coleraine
and Londonderry.
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Centenary Memorial for the liberation of Locquignol
by 6th Battalion Dorsetshire Regiment
As many people do in retirement, I researched my family
tree and became intrigued by my paternal Grandfather’s
involvement in WW1. I knew he was ‘in the Dorsets’, and
‘was wounded’, but that was all. The breakthrough came when
I obtained a copy of his WW1 Pension Record. I learned that
Private 20652 Herman Alfred Pike joined the 6th Battalion
Dorsetshire Regiment in France on 10th April 1918, aged 18
years and 9 months. The documents also informed me that he
suffered a gunshot wound to the head, on 4th November 1918.
Armed with this information, I visited The Keep Military
Museum, in Dorchester. With the help of Nick Speakman
and the late Pete Lacey, I obtained copies of the relevant war
diary pages and the associated trench maps. I ascertained that
my Grandfather was wounded in the Mormal Forest, about
800 yards North-West of the village of Locquignol. I could
not believe my good fortune at being able to determine so
accurately the events of that day.
It was at this time that I met WW1 researcher Daveran

Ken Chivers and Robin Fraser with the two French
Standard Bearers in the Marmal Forest.

The Dorset contingent at the memorial: Robin Fraser, Chris Copson, Nick Speakman and Ken Chivers.
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Baulch. With his knowledge of the battlefields of France we
retraced my Grandfather’s journey and the battles he fought. It
was on one of those trips that the idea of a Centenary Memorial
in Locquignol on 4th November 2018 originated. We met
with members of the local history group and the Mayor of
Locquignol and all were very positive to the idea. The team
at The Keep were also very supportive, and so began three
years of planning.
Our joint research on the 13 soldiers who died in that final
battle, came up with relatives who also wanted to know more
about their ancestors. A website and facebook page attracted
many additional people who had family members who were
lost or wounded on that day, in what was called the Battle of
the Sambre - the very last action of the war for the 6th Dorsets.
On a crisp Sunday, 4th November 2018, our group of 56
visitors attended the Centenary Memorial in Locquignol
Church where we commemorated the brave Dorsets who
were killed or mortally wounded in the Mormal Forest. They
were: 20703 Private Henry Ernest Bateman aged 19; 42946
Private Albert Thomas Churches aged 23; 43024 Private
Alfred Cooksley aged 25; 41330 Private Leonard Dawson
aged 21; 20195 Lance Sergeant Seth Loveridge Durbin aged
22; 19834 Private Lewis Hunt aged 39; 30857 Private Harold
Aubrey Packer aged 21; 43047 Private William Alfred Pook
aged 21; 40595 Sergeant Harold Frederick Verrall aged 27;
15888 Private Herbert Dart aged 22; 42915 Private Allen
John Green aged 19; 41092 Private James McDermott aged
29, and 41268 Private Charles Pearman aged 36.
In Locquignol Cemetery, the Mayor then unveiled a plaque
to the 6th Dorsets, 7th East Yorks and 10th West Yorks who
fought side by side in the Mormal Forest to liberate the village,
100 years ago to the day. Nick Speakman, Chris Copson, Ken
Chivers and Robin Fraser represented the Dorsets.
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Jon Gliddon, M Le Maire and Dav Baulch next to
the new memorial.
A memorable service, with stirring music by the Somme
Battlefield Pipe Band, was topped-off by an afternoon lunch,
kindly hosted by Monsieur Le Maire.
Jon Gliddon

Nick Speakman reciting the Dorset Regiment Prayer.
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Minden Dorsets Band Concert and Lunch
It must have been one of the hottest days of the very long,
hot summer. But that didn’t put off the Minden Dorsets when
they got together for a brilliant concert by the Wessex Military
Band in the Royal British Legion Hall in Wool on 14th July.
In 2017 Nick Speakman had announced that that year’s lunch
was to be the last he would organise for the Minden Dorsets,
but he was persuaded by the weight of opinion to organise this
concert and lunch which also provided the ideal platform for
the presentation of the Regimental Association President’s
Award to Robin Fraser.
After a thoroughly excellent buffet lunch, the capacity
audience settled down to be entertained by Phil Bond and
the Band playing a wide selection of music, ranging from
popular West Country songs through to well known band
pieces from Germany and further afield.
The interval provided the opportunity for the presentation
of Robin Fraser’s award by the Vice Chairman (Dorset) of
the Association Committee, John Gaye, who read out the
citation below:
‘Robin Fraser was a long-serving member of 1 WESSEX
and 4 D and D. Latterly, he has been an active member of the
Purbeck Branch for over 35 years where he has been a regular
Standard Bearer, representing the Branch and Association at
many events at home and abroad including events in France,

Belgium. Germany and Holland.
‘In particular he has regularly represented the Association
at ceremonies in Hengelo marking their Liberation. He is
also a very valuable member of the Branch Fund Raising
and Social Committee.
‘In summary, nothing is too much trouble for Robin so far
as the Association is concerned and he is a very appropriate
recipient of this President’s Award.’
The second half of the concert included more West
Country songs, which of course invited plenty of audience
participation. Not least the Guest of Honour, Major General
Tony Jeapes, who was invited to conduct some of these pieces
and proved himself not only skilled in the ways of conducting
the Band but very knowledgeable in the words of the various
regimental songs.
It was a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon, well supported
despite other sporting attractions that might have detracted
from the numbers. It generated £270 for the Keep Museum
and the popular (and silent!) raffle ensured that £320 was split
between the Purbeck Branch funds and RBL Wool.
I suspect that this may well not be the last in this series of
get-togethers.
John Gaye

Memorial Plaque in Memory of Lance Corporal Onions VC
A memorial plaque
was unveiled in
B i l s t o n , We s t
Midlands on 22nd
August in memory
of Lance Corporal
George Onions
of 1st Battalion
The Devonshire
Regiment, exactly
100 years after he
was awarded the
Victoria Cross in
1918.
This was part of
the Government
F i r s t Wo r l d
War Centenary
campaign to
commemorate
recipients of the
Victoria Cross
during WW1 with
engraved plaques to be laid in the local authority of their
birth. Under the scheme, 469 Victoria Cross commemorative
stones were being laid across Britain.
The unveiling was led by Councillor Phil Page, Mayor of
Wolverhampton (of which Bilston is a suburb), Doctor Satya
Sharma MBE a county Deputy Lieutenant and The Rifles
Colonel for Birmingham, Colonel Marius Coulon.
A number of members of the Association, mostly from
Exeter, made the long journey north to attend the ceremony.
These included Lt Col Geoff Nicholls and Standard Bearers
Ken Chivers, Steve Keane, Dez Mills, Clifford Moore and
Bob Rees.
History relates that by late summer 1918, 1st Devons were

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 54

serving with the 5th Division on the Somme to the south of
Achiet-le-Petit. The British Army was now advancing again,
following the series of withdrawals during the spring and
early summer.
On 22 August 1918, Lance Corporal George Onions was
thirty-five years old. He was sent out with Private Eades to
act as scouts to their company in order to make contact with
the flanking battalion, with whom, in the thick mist, they
had lost contact. They located an old trench, which they
found for almost its entire length to be entirely unoccupied.
Then as they were planning their next move across more
open ground to their right, ‘a crowd of Germans appeared
from nowhere’ and jumped into the trench. (It is believed
they were part of a force ordered to counter-attack a New
Zealand Division but had become hopelessly lost.) Onions
and Eade, instead of disengaging silently as common sense
might have suggested, at once opened rapid enfilade fire with
astounding results. Without returning the fire, the Germans,
about 250 strong, put up their hands in surrender and Onions,
forming the whole group into fours, marched them off to his
Company Commander who immediately sent them to the
Commanding Officer.
The effect of this marching host emerging from the mist on
Battalion HQ was apparently electric. Signallers and others,
who had not fired a rifle in years, turned out to man trenches
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and a considerable amount of confusion resulted until it
was seen that the party was unarmed and headed by Lance
Corporal Onions with his rifle slung, while Eades brought up
the rear as a sort of whipper-in. The effect on the nearby East
Surreys was only a little less profound. A man was sent over
to ask why the Devons had taken to practising ceremonial
drill on the battlefield!
This act of remarkable gallantry by Lance Corporal Onions
and Private Eades was recognised by the award of the Victoria
Cross to George Onions for ‘his magnificent courage and
presence of mind’, while Private Eades was awarded the
Distinguished Conduct Medal.
During a visit to the 1st Battalion at Le Quesnoy on 8th
December 1918, the King presented Lance Corporal Onions
his Victoria Cross. The award and citation was officially
promulgated in the London Gazette on 11th December.
After the war, George Onions served in the Auxiliary
Division of the Royal Irish Constabulary during the AngloIrish War. He eventually reached the rank of Major and died
in Birmingham in April 1944.
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Lance Corporal Onions’ Citation

Extract from The London Gazette, 11 December 1918
1st Battalion, The Devonshire Regiment
Onions, No 63514 Lance Corporal George
Act of Bravery for which recommended:
For most conspicuous bravery and initiative south of Achietle-Petit on 22nd August 1918, when, having been sent out
with one man to get in touch with the battalion on the right
flank, he observed the enemy advancing in large numbers
to counter-attack the positions gained on the previous day.
Realising his opportunity, he boldly placed himself with his
comrade on the flank of the advancing enemy and opened
rapid fire when the target was most favourable. When the
enemy were about 100 yards from him, the line wavered and
some hands were seen to be thrown up. L/Cpl Onions then
rushed forward, and, with the assistance of his comrade, took
about 200 of the enemy prisoners, and marched them back
to his company commander.
By his magnificent courage and presence of mind, he averted
what might have been a very dangerous situation.

Weymouth Remembrance Parade
The weather forecast for the Parade was ‘intermittent showers’
so we thought we were going to get wet! But as the time drew
near the clouds dispersed and we were blessed with lovely
sunshine which was a great way to start a parade as special
as this one was. With the hundreds of spectators lining the
route, the Veterans on parade as well as the young Scouts,
Cubs, Guides and Cadets from all three services this really
was a special day to remember.
Prior to the Parade starting we held a small service with
prayers, where the Padre blessed the ashes of both members
we had sadly lost earlier in the year - ‘Trottie’ and ‘Bomber’
prior to them being fired from a gun up at the Nothe to mark
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the start and end of the two minute silence.
On Parade this year were the following: Roy Davis, Ian
‘Blackie’ Black, Dave Miller, Wayne Wigley, Martin Trent,
Boris Stone and Clair, John Price RTR, Ian Williams, Mike
Rowe, Alex ‘Gaz’ Mabbott RE, Dave O’Brien RE, Nigel
and Lisa Phillips, Lofty Vowles, Dave and Julie Ellis and
Family RTR, Ian Bell and Lucy, George Smith Wiltshire
Regt, Whippit and Lyn Clark and Family, Henry Forder and
his son and Bob and Lynne Strickland
On completion of the Service and March Past we dispersed
and visited the many watering holes that Weymouth has to
offer and with a few free drinks kindly provided by some, the
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time spent with friends soon seems to end and we seem to get
slightly disorientated, some making it a long day and others
drifting away with their families. I really must learn to drift!
A special mention should be made at this point to both
Kelvin Latham and Lofty Janes for their time and patience
in sorting out the Parade and ensuring the smooth running
each year and to the Nothe Fort Volunteers who showed great
kindness to both bereaved families Trott and Brown in giving
their loved ones the send off they both deserved.

Lastly if you have not been on parade for a while, come
and join us next year, there’s always a warm welcome from
the Weymouth Lads.
The accompanying photos show wreath laying at the
War Memorial and Henry Forder (ex-C Company 1 D and
D) with his son as well as ‘Bombers’ mother, Mrs Sandy
Brown and her family.
Whippit Clark

Weymouth Veterans Weekend
It has been said here many times now, but this Parade just
seems to get better each year. Again the sun shone and the
crowds gathered to clap and cheer the Veterans all the way
along the Promenade. Kelvin Latham once again acted as
Parade Commander and kept everyone in order under his
watchful eye.
The weekend started early for most as I opened my doors to
all on the Saturday evening and hosted a small garden party,
along the lines of the Royal Garden Parties, but more relaxed!
The following were in attendance: Dave and Rita Castle, Dean
and Lisa Westlake, Mick and Lynne Jarrett, Arthur and Jan
Cargill (RE), John Clift, John and Anita Bambridge (REME
and ACC respectively), Whippit and Lyn Clark (hosts), Dave
and Julie Ellis (RTR), Bob and Lynn Strickland, Will Hunt,
Lynn Wrixon, George and Jean Smith (Wiltshire Regt), Sarah
and James Simons (RN), Heather and Alex Cormack, Roy
Davies and Clive and Debbie Gosney. Absent on singing duties
were John and Deb Arnold and Mick Sherry (RN). We were
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actually grateful for that as they were unable to sing at ours!
Around about 2230 hrs, with darkness having fallen and
with the ‘fall over’ liquid flowing, the noise levels meant we
moved into the house which some will say was a bad move
encouraging even more consumption with the parade now only
hours away. But it seemed like the right thing to do. Wrong!
And I admit, we should have ended and all gone home for
some rest, but the last couple eventually left just after 0150
hrs and we were meeting again that morning just after 8!
Dean and Lisa - shame on you both but great company and
a good time I think was had by all.
We met as normal in the William Henry Pub and were
joined by Wayne Wigley and Ian ‘Blackie’ Black ready for
the march. After a small bite to eat and a couple of traditional
‘warmers into the bank’ everyone made their way to the
start point. Except, that is both Mick Jarrett and myself who
were unable to march due to myself struggling with a bout
of sciatica (honestly) and Mick with a bad back (that’s what
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Arthur Cargill RE - normal George Smith (Wiltshire Regt) and
headdress for a Sapper!
John Clift.
he told me, at least).
The lads did a great job - believe me it’s a long march from
one end of the Promenade to the other and with heads held
high they led the Parade all the way. From here onwards it
always gets blurry - we try to remain as a group but it is almost
impossible, with clubs and bars hosting a mixture of Veterans
from all three services you just end up going with the flow.
Suffice to say what a fantastic weekend it always turns out

So that’s where you've been hiding
- Dave Castle plays catch up.

to be, made by not only those in control such as Kelvin, but
by those on parade and who make the effort to march - often
in remembrance of those who have gone before.
We here in Weymouth always say ‘come and join us’ as you
will not be disappointed and of course you will be amongst
your old and some new friends.
Whippit Clark

Mick and Whippit – the ‘bad back’ Anita (ACC) and John Bambridge
got better after a couple of beers! (REME).
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Beauty and the Beast! Lisa and
Dean Westlake.
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Photographic Memories

1957 - D Company, 1 Dorset including – front rank: Sgt Dinmore, CSgt Outerside, 2Lt Mitchell, 2Lt Speakman,
Lt Blight, Maj Harris, WO2 Thomas, 2Lt Bullocke, 2Lt Drayton, 2Lt Milnes-Gaskell, Sgt Pollock, Sgt Ward.

1962 - Officers’ Mess 1 D and D, Plumer Barracks, Plymouth. Rear rank: 2Lt Sellick, 2Lt Coate, 2Lt Friend,
Lt Savill RAEC, Lt Jefferies, Lt Scrivener, Lt Hurst, Lt Jones. Middle Rank: Lt Willes, Capt Hill, Capt
Corner-Walker RAPC, Capt Cann, Capt Sammons, Capt Bullocke, Capt Cobb, Lt Thomas, Lt Butcher. Front
Rank: Capt Deans, Maj Blake, Rev Hathway RAChD, Maj Wood, Maj Freer-Smith, Lt Col Randle MC, Capt
Laurie-Chiswell, Maj Bullock, Maj Woodiwiss, Capt Jury, Capt Ackford.

1971 - 1 D and D Signal Platoon, newly arrived in Gordon Barracks, Gillingham.
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1970 - 5 Platoon, B Company. Platoon Commander
Lt Charles Cooper, Platoon Sergeant Mick Jarrett.

1976 - Capt Richardson of the Command Company
team receiving his prize from Maj Wilson (Bn 2IC) at
the Battalion Rifle Meeting at Hythe Ranges.

1976 - B Company (OC Maj Wilsey) marching
through Barnstaple during the Freedom Parade
in April.

2006 - Members of B Company in Basra Palace
during Op Telic 8.

1980 - 1 D and D Football Team 1979/80 season. BAOR Infantry Champions and Army Runners Up. Rear
L-R: Winstone, Holmes, Brown, Pagett, Cross, Blake, Taylor, Perrott APTC, Wilding. Front L-R: Meecham,
Saunders, Sanders, MacPherson, Harris, Brown.
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1984 - Ballykinler. HQ Company (OC Maj James) preparing for their ICFT.

1972 - Members of B Company in South Armagh.

1981 - A Company Headquarters 1 D and D (Company
Commander Maj Thornburn) in South Armagh.

1987 - Lt Col Dutton after dining out of the WOs & Sgts Mess upon relinquishing command.
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1979 - WOs and Sgts Mess, 1 WESSEX on Annual Camp at Cultybraggan in Scotland. Rear Rank: Sgts
Jagger, Murphy, Langdown, Hendrick, Webb, Chivers, Webb. 3rd rank: Sgts Davidson, Best, Mitchell, Dunn,
John, Fennell, Feist, Hatton, Blake, McPherson, Diggle, Lewis, Maddox, Smith, Ashford, Perrin, Garton, CSgt
Kilburn. 2nd Rank: Sgt Budge, WO2 Mower, Sgts Clayton, Jefferies, Browne, CSgt Hoare, WO2 Heatley,
Sgt Lawrie, CSgt Denty, Sgt Wibberley, CSgt Ritson, WO2 Gigg, CSgts Hendrick, O’Connor, Beale, Verney,
Copping, Mears, Ramm, Blow, WO2s Cracknell, McManus, Sgt Clark, WO2 Hunt, Sgts Attwood, Holmes,
Stockley, Helm, CSgt Smith. Front Rank: WO2s Reade, Fowler, Hyde, Needs, Haynes, Carpenter Lt Col
Southwood, WO1(RSM) Goss, WO2s Nicholls, Jesty, Townley, Cundy, Worthy, Roberts, Gould.

1999 - 4 D and D Guard on Regimental Day – their final parade before disbanding.

1993 - Members of 9 Platoon, C Company, preparing
to cross the Mohnesee during the Brigade
Commander’s Test Day.

1998 - Members of A Company taking part in the
Sarah Sands March and Shoot Competition.

2003 - In October The Semper Fidelis Dinner Club enjoyed their 20th evening together at the Savoy Hotel
in Bournemouth.
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1994 - Successful candidates of the NCOs Cadre (best student Pte Brook).

2001 - 1 D and D Football team in the Infantry Cup.

1995 - Members of Battalion Headquarters deploying to Bosnia from Paderborn Airport.
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Historical Articles
A Tale of Two Victoria Crosses
Readers will of course know that Lance Corporal George
Onions of the Devonshire Regiment was awarded the Victoria
Cross for his gallantry during WW1 (he and just one other
soldier captured 200 enemy prisoners). Born in Staffordshire,
he later moved to Monmouthshire and at the start of WW1
enlisted into 3rd King’s Own Hussars at Sale near Manchester.
He had only been serving with the Devons for a relatively
short period when he won the VC.
After the War he initially moved back to Sale, then later to
Ireland where he was a member of the Auxiliary Division of
the Royal Irish Constabulary. Later still he was commissioned
into the Rifle Brigade and the Royal Warwickshire Regiment,
reaching the rank of Major. He died in 1944 and is buried
in Birmingham.
When he returned to Sale in 1918 at the end of WW1 there
was a parade and reception in his honour. Four years ago Sale
Council decided to erect a plaque in his memory.
To mark the centenary of the award of his VC, a ceremony
was held at Bilston in the Midlands, on 22 August last year,
attended by a number of Devon and Dorsets.
Thomas (Tommy) Sage was born in North America but
settled in Tiverton. He joined the Devonshire Regiment at
the outbreak of the First World War and served with the 4th
Battalion for three years. No record of his period of service
in The Devons exists, but the Keep Museum has a picture of

LCpl Onions VC.

Tommy Sage VC in later
life.

him wearing a Devons capbadge. In September 1917 he was
transferred to 8th Battalion The Somerset Light Infantry and
just three weeks later, on 4th October he was awarded the
Victoria Cross for his outstanding bravery at Tower Hamlets
Spur, just to the east of Ypres, Belgium.
His citation reads: “Thomas Sage, a private in the Somerset
Light Infantry who in Belgium, on 4th October 1917 was
in a shell hole with eight other men, one of whom was shot

George Onions’ nephew, Jack Onions, cutting the ribbon in Sale. Above the plaque can be seen a
photograph of the 1918 parade.
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Tommy
Sage’s
gravestone
in Tiverton
cemetery.

The newly-erected plaque in Tiverton.
while in the act of throwing a bomb. The live bomb fell
into the shell hole and Private Sage, with great courage and
presence of mind, immediately threw himself upon it, thereby
undoubtedly saving the lives of several of his comrades,
though he himself sustained very serious wounds.”
Despite his awful wounds, he lived to return home to Tiverton
where he died in 1945. He is buried in the town cemetery
and a picture of his headstone is attached, with another of
the man himself in later life.
To commemorate the centenary of the action for which he
was awarded the VC, an impressive ceremony was held outside
Tiverton Memorial Hall on 4th October 2017 (mentioned
under ‘News from The Rifles’ in last year’s Newsletter).
Regimental Standards were paraded by Steve Keane, Dez

Mills, Ken Chivers, Derek Burt and Ken Shipton among
others. Also representing the Regiment were Brig Simon
Young, Lt Col Geoff Nicholls, Maj Nick Speakman and
Colin Horn.
So, by a strange quirk of fate the Devons celebrate a VC
winner who was not a native Devonian, while the Light
Infantry celebrate a VC winner who was very much a man
of Devon. With the formation of The Rifles, both now appear
together on the same Regimental Honours Board for the
first time.

Wimbledon Parish Church Memorials
by Jeremy Archer

On my way back from a visit to the dentist on Monday 10
September 2018, I parked my scooter just outside the gates of
St. Mary’s, the old parish church in Wimbledon, on the top of
the hill close to the All-England Lawn Tennis & Croquet Club.
Although many English parish churches have a selection
of war memorials, St. Mary’s is quite different. Sir Thomas
Jackson, who lived in Eagle House, the grandest house in
Wimbledon Village, designed the Warrior Chapel at St.
Mary’s, which was built in 1920. It is now dedicated to the
men of Wimbledon who gave their lives in both World Wars,
as well as other conflicts: inset into the oak panelling are a
series of striking bronze plaques. I found two to officers of
The Devonshire Regiment and, just outside the entrance to
the Chapel itself, a smaller brass plaque to an officer of The
Dorsetshire Regiment. Their stories bear re-telling in this
centenary year.
Captain Leonard Evelyn Leigh Maton MC, The Devonshire
Regiment, second son of Leonard James Maton of Grosvenor
Lodge, Wimbledon and his wife, Mary, daughter of John
Hugh Barham Carslake was born at Kingston-on-Thames on
3 January 1883 and educated at Rugby and Oriel College,
Oxford. Commissioned in June 1905, he was mentioned in
despatches on 31 May 1915 and 30 November 1915 and was
awarded the Military Cross in January 1916 for ‘gallant and
distinguished service in the Field’. Maton was killed by a
shell at Fresnoy, when leading his men in a counter-attack
during the Battle of Arras on 9 May 1917. His Colonel
later wrote: ‘He is a great loss to us, not only as a personal
friend, but as a very sound soldier, and at the time he was hit
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he was very gallantly directing his Company under difficult
circumstances.’ I was particularly interested to see this
memorial because my mother has a descent from a Maton
family, although I have, as yet, been unable to connect the
two branches, both of which came originally from Wiltshire.
The other two officers – one from each of our forming
Regiments – were just nineteen years old when they lost
their lives in the service of their country. Second Lieutenant
Lionel Wimmington Forde, 6th Battalion, The Dorsetshire
Regiment, who was born on 2 March 1899 at 29 Homefield
Road, Wimbledon and baptised at St. Mary’s on 25 April
that year, was the younger son of Colonel Lionel Forde
CMG, Royal Field Artillery, and his wife Gertrude Meredith,
daughter of Frederick Pollen, Bengal Civil Service. Educated
at Cheltenham College, Forde was ‘killed in a night raid’ near
Beaumont Hamel on the Somme on 8 June 1918. According
to 19808 Private P. Hawkins: ‘As he was going over the
top he was killed instantly by a shell.’ Forde’s body was
never recovered and he is commemorated on the Pozières
Memorial, approximately four miles north-east of Albert. It is
interesting to note that, of those who joined the 6th Battalion
in September 1914, forty per cent came from the London area
and only thirty per cent from Dorset. Despite serving on the
Western Front from mid-1915, more than half the Battalion’s
casualties were suffered during the last year of the war. On
28 November 1920, his elder brother, Lieutenant Frederick
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Henry Forde MC, was the sole survivor of an IRA ambush
at Kilmichael, near Macroom, twenty miles west of Cork.
Sixteen men were killed and their bodies badly mutilated,
apparently by hatchets.
Second Lieutenant Richard Cornelius Arthur Cardew, 3rd
Battalion, attached 2nd Battalion, The Devonshire Regiment,
was the second son of Arthur Cardew, Assistant Secretary,
Board of Civil Service, of 4 North View, Wimbledon and his
wife, Alexandra Rhoda, daughter of the Reverend George
William Kitchin. He was killed during the Second Battle of
Villers-Bretonneux on 24 April 1918 – the first occasion on
which tanks fought against one another – and was buried in
Adelaide Cemetery, Villers-Bretonneux. The inscription on
his gravestone reads ‘Quis desiderio sit pudor aut modus tam
cari capitis’, which comes from Horace’s Odes and can be
translated as: ‘What impropriety or limit can there be in our
grief for a man so beloved?’ My distant cousin, BrigadierGeneral Ralph Hamer Husey DSO* MC, was commanding
25th Infantry Brigade, of which 2 Devons was part. Two
Australian infantry brigades – the 13th and the 15th – were
also involved in this battle and the memorial commemorating
the Australians who died on the Western Front is on the
outskirts of the village.
Ten years ago, I was fortunate to visit Villers-Bretonneux
on Anzac Day. The newly-renovated Franco-Australian
Museum is on the first floor of Victoria School while the
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Victoria Hall on the ground floor has carvings of Australian
wildlife: wallabies, kangaroos, duckbilled platypuses and
koalas. The fencing surrounding the schoolyard is painted in
Australian colours and there is a large sign: ‘Do Not Forget

Australia’. It is a very moving place.
The images show the Church, the Warrior Chapel with
detail of the carved knight and angel of justice as well as the
plaques mentioned in the text.

The Battle of Plassey
The battle, in which the 39th Foot (later the Dorset Regiment)
played such a prominent part, was fought on the 23rd June
1757 and effectively marked the beginning of 200 years’
British rule in India. Universally known as Plassey1, after
the village near which the action took place, the battlefield is

located north of Calcutta in the region known as Bengal and is
now near the north eastern border of India with Bangladesh.
As has been the case in many other instances, the military
action was a comparatively straightforward matter compared
to the politics, rivalry, greed, treachery, bribery, ‘spin’ and

The memorial to the battle – the bust of Nawab Siraj-ud-daula has been recently added.
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A depiction of the battle painted by Peter Archer for the Officers’ Mess, 1 D and D.

general skullduggery which led up to it.
Historically, the British began trading with India in the
early 17th Century through the British East India Company
and became more and more influential, effectively ruling
many districts. Although the Company used mostly locallyenlisted troops (sepoys) they had small detachments of the
British Army ‘under command.’Any form of British rule was
obviously unpopular with some local rulers, including the
Nawab of Bengal, Surajah Dowlah, who in 1756 captured
a British fort in Calcutta and imprisoned 146 members of
the garrison in a tiny building. Many of the captives died of
heat exhaustion in what became known as the Black Hole
of Calcutta2.
In February 1757 the Nawab agreed to sign a peace treaty
with the British, but at about the same time news filtered
through to India of the war which had broken out between
Britain and France the previous year. Lieutenant Colonel
Robert (later Lord) Clive, who was commanding the British
forces in Bengal, foresaw that the French and the Nawab
might unite forces against them, so he decided to take the
initiative and test the Nawab’s intentions. He therefore asked
him for permission to attack Chandernagore where there was
a French settlement. Despite the Treaty, the Nawab refused
permission, confirming British suspicions, but Clive still
marched on the town and captured it on the 23rd March.

Map of the battle.
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Clive and his masters in the East India Company were
certain that they could not trust the Nawab, whose army was
assembled at Plassey and was therefore a threat to Calcutta.
Anxious that there should be no repetition of The Black Hole
incident, they decided to depose the Nawab and replace him
with Mir Jafar, Commander-in-Chief of the Nawab’s army.
William Watts, who spoke the local dialect, was sent secretly
to negotiate with Mir Jafar3 who, along with other nobles,
offered his support to the British. It was at this moment that
a messenger arrived from Calcutta with a letter purporting
to come from the chieftain of Berar, containing an offer to
bring 120,000 men into Bengal to co-operate with the British
against the Nawab.
Clive initially thought this might be a trick by the Nawab
to find out the true feelings of the British towards him. So
he sent the letter to the Nawab as an outward mark of his
confidence in him, and at the same time asked him to remove
his army from Plassey. This Surajah did, bringing it back to
Murshidabad, the capital, twenty-two miles further north,
away from Calcutta. Thinking the British were now on his
side he began threatening his nobles where before he had
been afraid of them. His first intended victim was Mir Jafar,
who shut himself up in his palace and defied his master, at the
same time sending word to the British begging them to begin
operations at once. The agreement between the British and
Mir Jafar, by which the latter was to be placed on the throne
of the Nawab in return for co-operation in the field, had by
now been signed, and there was no point in delaying. On the
13th June 1757 Clive left Chandernagore for Murshidabad,
and the following day he sent a letter to the Nawab which
amounted to a declaration of war.
Surajah, thoroughly scared, now tried to placate Mir Jafar
and the other nobles. They all swore allegiance to him, and
again he became full of confidence, little realising that they
were still in league with the British. His army was once more
ordered forward to an entrenched camp at Plassey. By the
21st of June, the force was in position.
Clive, advancing from Chandernagore, had reached Palti,
a town on the western bank of the River Bhagirathi, on the
16th. The following day he sent a force composed of 200
Europeans and 500 sepoys with one field gun and one small
howitzer, all under the command of Major Eyre Coote of
the 39th Foot, against Katwa, a town and fort about twelve
miles away. Katwa surrendered after a very short period of
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resistance and the same evening Clive arrived with the rest of
the force. An immense supply of grain was captured as well
as a considerable quantity of stores. The next day the rainy
season broke with great violence, but luckily the troops were
under cover in the huts and houses of the town.
Only a few miles and the River Bhagirathi now lay between
Clive and the Nawab’s forces, but the situation was uncertain
because a letter dated the 16th was received from Mir Jafar
announcing his reconciliation with the Nawab but also,
strangely, his intention of carrying out his agreement with
the British. This was followed, on the 20th, by another letter
from the same source, merely saying that he was on the point
of setting out, that he was to be posted on one flank of the
army, and would send further information later. There was
no specific suggestion of cooperation between him and the
British. Clive was undecided as to what he should do in view
of the uncertainty of Mir Jafar’s attitude. Dare he, with an
army consisting of 3,000 men of whom only about one-third
were Europeans, cross the river and attack a force of 50,000,
relying on the uncertain promises of the commander of less
than one-third of that force that he would join him during
the action? There seemed to be three alternatives: he could
fortify himself at Katwa and wait for the rains to end; he
could return to Calcutta; or he could attack. Clive called a
Council of War on the 21st to help him decide.
Twenty officers, all those above the rank of subaltern,
attended the Council. Among them were two majors: Grant
and Eyre Coote, both of the 39th Foot. Clive explained the
options and initially recommended that they should fortify
Katwa until the rainy season was over. He then called for
votes in order of seniority. Major Eyre Coote was the fourth to
record his opinion, and was the first to declare for immediate
action, explaining that so far the British had met with nothing
but success, which had naturally raised the spirits of the force,
and he feared any delay might be bad for morale. Furthermore
he suggested that communication with Calcutta would be cut
off owing to the great distance, and therefore there could be no
question of getting resupplies and this would mean privation
and distress for the force throughout the rainy season. Opinion
was against him to the extent of thirteen votes against seven,
but Clive was impressed4. Dismissing the Council, he strolled
to a clump of trees, and sitting down again, considered all
the arguments. A bold man himself, he saw the logic of Eyre
Coote’s reasoning, and at the end of an hour he returned to
his quarters determined to give battle, and dictated his Orders
for the advance.
Deducting the sick and wounded and a small guard to be
left at Katwa, the force with which he was about to march
against the Nawab consisted of 750 European infantry;
200 men of mixed Portuguese and native blood, armed and
equipped as Europeans; 100 European artillery; 50 British
sailors and 2,100 native troops. The artillery consisted of
eight 6-pounders and 2 small howitzers. The Nawab’s army
amounted to about 18,000 cavalry, 35,000 infantry and about
53 guns, some worked by a party of 40-50 French, who had
escaped from Chandernagore. These guns were mostly of
heavy calibre - 32, 24 and 18 pounders. The infantry was
generally not well trained or armed, but the cavalry were
well mounted and armed with swords or long spears. The
odds against Clive were thus enormous.
At sunrise on the 22nd June, the British crossed the
Bhagirathi. There was no opposition, and by
4 pm the
force was safely on the eastern bank. At sunset Clive and his
army marched the 15 miles to Plassey, following the winding
bank of the river. It was an exhausting march, as owing to
recent floods the water was often above waist height, while
the rain was falling in torrents. It was not until one o’clock in
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Soldier of 39th Foot – 1757.
the morning on the 23rd that they reached their destination.
Passing through the village, the exhausted troops bivouaced
north of it, in the large mango grove which was about 800
yards in length and 300 yards in breadth, surrounded by an
earth bank and ditch.
The nearby encampment occupied by the Nawab had in
its southern face a redoubt (marked A on the Plan) in which
cannon were mounted. Three hundred yards east of it, and
in front of the entrenchments, was a hillock covered with
jungle (B) and about eight hundred yards to the south was a
reservoir of water. A hundred yards still further to the south
was a larger tank (C). Both these tanks were surrounded
by large banks of earth. Just north of the mango grove and
on the Bhagirathi was a hunting box (D) belonging to the
Nawab, surrounded by a masonry wall. Clive had taken the
precaution on reaching the grove of sending out a force of
200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys with two guns to hold this
enclosure. Outposts were also placed all round the force.
Soon after daybreak on the 23rd June, the Nawab’s army
was seen to be advancing in two lines towards the mango
grove as if to surround it. In front was the party of French
with four guns, and they proceeded to take up a position at
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the larger of the two tanks, about half a mile from the British
line. Between this party and the river were two heavy guns
under a native officer. Immediately to the rear of the French
and supporting them was a picked body of 5,000 cavalry and
7,000 infantry, commanded by the Nawab’s faithful general
Mir Mudin Khan. From the left rear of this force the rest of
the army formed a curve towards Plassey, reaching to within
about eight hundred yards of the south-east corner of the
mango grove. Mir Jafar’s forces were on the far left flank.
Clive drew up his troops in one line just north of the grove
with his left resting on the hunting box. In the centre he
placed his Europeans, consisting of detachments of the 39th
Foot and Bombay, Madras and Bengal European regiments,
flanked on either side by three 6-pounders. On the right and
left flanks he posted his native troops. At the same time he
sent a small party with two 6-pounders and two howitzers to
occupy some brick kilns about two hundred yards in front of
his left flank. A glance at the map will show how dangerous his
position was, threatened both in front and on the right flank.
The battle opened at 6 am or shortly afterwards with a shot
from one of the French guns which killed one and wounded
another man of the 39th. This seemed to be the signal for a
heavy bombardment by all of the Nawab’s guns. The British
guns replied but because they were of smaller calibre they
made little impression. Luckily most of the enemy’s shots
went high, but even so, after thirty minutes Clive had suffered
about thirty casualties and he decided to withdraw all the
force except the two detachments at the brick kilns and the
hunting box behind the bank which bordered the mango grove.
What appeared to be a withdrawal encouraged the enemy,
who brought their guns much nearer and kept up an even
more vigorous rate of fire. The British, however, now had
the advantage of good cover, and sheltered by the bank they
suffered few casualties. Clive ordered some of the men to
cut holes in the bank for his guns to fire through, and they
were then able to successfully engage the opposing gunners.
This stalemate continued until late morning, by which time
there had been no indication that Mir Jafar had any intention
of changing sides. Being completely outnumbered, Clive had
no real offensive option, so he decided to maintain his present
position until midnight and then to attack the Nawab’s camp,
hoping for Mir Jafar’s help. It was at this point, at about noon,
that nature intervened.
A violent rain storm sprang up and lasted for about an hour.
The British had tarpaulins ready to cover their ammunition
and suffered little or no inconvenience. The enemy was not
as well prepared and consequently their rate of fire initially
slackened and then dwindled away almost completely, as
their powder was soaked. Mir Mudin, however, thinking that
the British would be in a similar plight, advanced towards
the grove with a body of cavalry to take advantage of the
situation. His party was received with a storm of grape shot
which drove it back, mortally wounding the leader.
This proved to be the decisive moment of the battle, but
Clive could not have anticipated that such a seemingly minor
skirmish would lead to the Nawab’s retreat. He re-entered
the hunting box which he had made his headquarters and laid
down to rest, giving orders that he was to be roused if there
was any sign of enemy activity.
We must now turn for a moment to events in the Nawab’s
army. The death of Mir Mudin deprived the Nawab of his
most faithful general. He sent for Mir Jafar and begged him
to remain loyal and to defend him. Taking off his turban, he
threw it on the ground exclaiming in humble tones: ‘Jafar, that
turban thou must defend.’ Mir Jafar played his deceitful part
admirably and promised to use every effort, meaning all the
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time to betray the Nawab as soon as possible. Immediately
the discussion was finished he galloped back to his troops
and sent a letter to Clive telling him what had happened and
urging him to push on at once or in any case not to delay
the attack. Clive did not get this letter in time to profit by it.
The Nawab also appealed to his Prime Minister, Rajah Dulab
Ram, who strongly advised him to withdraw the army behind
the entrenchment and then to quit the battle-field, entrusting
everything to his generals. The Nawab, by now thoroughly
bewildered and incapable of thinking coherently, did so;
mounting a camel, he rode with about 2,000 horsemen to
Murshidabad. It was now about 2 pm and the enemy generals
had matters in their own hands. They began falling back as the
Nawab had ordered them. But the French gunners were made
of sterner stuff and refused to leave their position, recognising
that if the British were to move forward and occupy the water
tank they would be in a perfect position to fire onto the flank
of the Nawab’s withdrawing troops.
Among the British officers at the battle was Major Kilpatrick,
who had already distinguished himself in southern India
and who was commanding the troops of the East India
Company. Seeing the French gunners’ determined stand and
understanding the importance of the position they held, he
decided to attack them. He sent word to Clive and advanced
with two companies and two guns. The messenger is said
to have found Clive asleep, but he was quickly aroused
and, furious that an important manoeuvre was being made
without his agreement, ran out and reprimanded Kilpatrick. A
quick glance at the situation, however, convinced him of the
soundness of the latter’s plan which he himself would have
ordered had he been on the spot. He therefore sent Kilpatrick
back for the rest of the force and continued to lead the advance
himself. The French, seeing that their position was hopeless,
withdrew to the corner of the entrenchment, and prepared to
bring their guns into action again.
While the British force was following the retreating enemy
it was seen that the troops commanded by Mir Jafar were
moving more slowly than the rest of the enemy and were
beginning to drop behind. When the rearmost files were
about level with the northern end of the grove the whole
group wheeled to the left and marched in that direction. Not
knowing that they were the troops of Mir Jafar, and thinking
this might be a raid on his baggage, Clive despatched a party
of Europeans with a gun to check them. The fire soon stopped
them but they made no efforts to rejoin the Nawab’s army.
Meanwhile, Clive had reached the tank just evacuated by
the French and opened heavy cannon fire against the enemy
behind the entrenchment. The majority of the Nawab’s officers
and the troops knew nothing about the treachery that was going
on and were still faithful to Surajah Dowlah and therefore,
seeing that they were superior to the attacking force left the
entrenchment and opened a heavy fire on the British troops.
The position was one which might become dangerous. Clive
moved up closer to the entrenchment, and posted half his
infantry and artillery on the bank surrounding the smaller of
the two tanks. Most of the remainder were placed on rising
ground to the left whereupon he opened heavy and sustained
artillery and musket fire on the enemy, causing considerable
casualties. Even so, with the French artillery still effective,
vastly superior numbers, and plenty of cavalry, the enemy
retained the upper hand.
While these events were taking place, Clive noticed that the
enemy on his right, which he thought were trying to attack
his baggage, had made no move and were taking no part in
the battle. It dawned on him that this force must be under
the command of Mir Jafar and he was relieved that there
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was no longer a danger to his rear. Despite his much smaller
force, Clive decided to force an end to the battle by making
a major effort to carry the redoubt held by the French and
the hillock to the east of it. He therefore formed two strong
detachments and sent them simultaneously against the two
objectives, supporting them with the main body in the rear.
The hill was taken first, without a shot being fired, and the
French realized that their position was outflanked and no
longer tenable so they withdrew. Effectively this marked
the end of the battle and by 5 pm Clive was in control of the
whole area. The victory of Plassey was complete. Judged
purely from a military standpoint the action was little more
than a skirmish, but the effect of Clive’s victory was to gain
control over the provinces of Bengal, Bihar, and Orissa for
the British.
The casualties on the British side were absurdly small.
Accounts vary as to the actual figures, but all put them as
between 22 and 24 killed; and between 43 and 50 wounded.
The losses to the Nawab’s army could only be estimated, but
they were considered to be about 1,000 killed and wounded. In
addition, more than 40 guns fell into the hands of the British.
The precise numbers of the 39th Foot present at the battle
are not recorded, but were probably about 350 men with
the following officers: Majors Archibald Grant and Eyre
Coote, Lieutenant (temporary Captain) John Corneille, and
Ensigns Joseph Adnett and Martin Yorke. In the words of
The Historical Record of the 39th Foot, ‘The motto Primus in
Indis and the word Plassey, borne by Royal authority on the
Regimental Colour of the Thirty-ninth are proud memorials
of its having been the first King’s regiment which served in

India and of the gallantry displayed in this battle.’

Notes

. This spelling is an anglicized version of the local name
Palashi, from the palash tree which used to abound in the
vicinity. The palash tree is known as the Flame of the Forest
because of its bright red flowers. Past rulers of Bengal played
changan (a version of hockey) at night using burning balls
made from the wood of this tree because it was light and
burned for a long time.

1

. The Black Hole of Calcutta incident undoubtedly took place,
but it seems likely that there was a degree of exaggeration in
subsequent colonial literature in order to make the Indians
appear less civilized than Europeans. The original story was
that 146 prisoners were kept overnight in a room measuring
18 by 15 feet (which seems hardly credible) and that only 23
survived. The exact details have been disputed by historians
ever since.

2

. The story goes that Watts, dressed as a local veiled lady, met
Mir Jafar in Jaffarganj, a village near Murshidabad. The gate
though which Watts is supposed to have entered the village
is still called Nemak Haramer Deori (Traitor’s Gate). Watts
was later rewarded with a gift of £114,000 for his efforts.
3

. This was an early indication of Major Eyre Coote’s talent
which was to stand him in good stead throughout his military
career – he retired as a Lieutenant General.

4

The 11th Foot Conduct Military Aid to the
Civil Authorities in Cornwall - 1873
Most people think of Cornwall as a quiet rural county with
lovely coasts where holidaymakers flock each summer. But
it wasn’t always like that. In the 1800s parts of the county
were just as industrial as areas of the Midlands and the
North of England. Although the mining of copper and tin
created industrial Cornwall there was inevitably another
face to success and prosperity, especially so in the county’s
own ‘Black Country’ - the swathe of mines, foundries and
industries which embraced the towns of Camborne and
Redruth.
By the mid-nineteenth century these two drab and dirty
towns were the ‘Sodom and Gomorrah’ of despairing Cornish
evangelicals and temperance crusaders. Crime, drunkenness
and low morals were endemic and as in the mill and colliery
towns further north in England this was the direct result of
decades of poverty, ignorance and gross overcrowding. These
awful conditions were responsible for a horrifying death rate,
particularly among infants and children, and all the mining
parishes averaged a funeral a day throughout the year. In
the mines themselves, the accident rate was very high, and
the saying was that Cornish miners were ‘old at thirty and
dead at forty’.
Life was rough enough even in good times, and in the late
1860s Cornish mining was in dire straits. The mines were
failing under competition from America; wages fell and
unemployment soared. Scores of Cornish miners promptly
emigrated, but many lacked the resources to move and they
remained behind in near destitution, poised between starvation
and the workhouse.
Despair and discontent ran through the mining districts
and drunkenness increased as men sought solace in alcohol.
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Drinking had traditionally been heavy amongst the miners
as they tried to replace the sweat lost in the wet heat of the
deeper mines. Most court cases stemmed from drunkenness
and small incidents often turned into something much more
ugly. For instance, two small villages tore each other apart
over the result of a cricket match, and a fight outside a pub
became a battle when the miners turned on the police who
had been ordered to disperse them.
To compensate for lack of numbers the police took a hard
line with most offenders, which generally had the desired
effect. But inevitably under such pressure they did make
mistakes, and gradually from being just a nuisance which was
tolerated at closing time, they often became objects of a real
hatred, which exploded on the evening of 7th October, 1873.
Around seven o’clock James Bowden, a drunken miner,
bumped into PC Osborne outside the Camborne Market
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House. He was quietly and firmly told to go home, but became
argumentative and was seized by the constable. PC Harris
arrived on the scene, then Bowden’s brother, Joe, and the
ensuing scuffle drew a very large and hostile gang of miners
who forced the constables to retreat. The two Bowdens got
away, but were arrested later at their home and taken to the
Police Station with an angry crowd not far behind.
Inside the station the magistrate, Captain Bickford-Smith,
with blood on his face after being hit by a rock aimed at PC
Harris, held court. His words were lost frequently in the noise
of yet another window shattering. He sentenced the Bowdens
to five and six months respectively at Bodmin Goal. News
of the sentences goaded the mob into fresh fury and the
bombardment increased. The crowd was ordered to disperse.
The police carried out a baton charge and there followed a
violent and bloody battle. The police, totally outnumbered,
were unable to contain the situation and the mob ransacked
the Police Station, released the prisoners held there while
the files and ledgers were ripped up or had paraffin and paint
poured over them.
Word soon arrived that a policeman had taken shelter just
up the road in the Reynolds Arms, which was instantly
besieged by a huge crowd. The landlord rushed upstairs for
his revolver, failed to find it, and ran down to grab a poker
in each hand. A dozen miners broke in and, not finding the
constable, contented themselves by flinging decanters and
glasses through the windows and wrecking the bar and stock.
By evening Camborne had neither law nor order and gangs
roamed the streets. The authorities had had enough and
at midnight a telegram was sent to Plymouth for military
assistance.
The 2nd Battalion of 11th Regiment of Foot were roused
from their beds in Raglan Barracks, and at two o’clock in the
morning four officers, six sergeants and one hundred men
under the command of Major McCausland piled on board a
GWR special. Each soldier had been issued with forty rounds
on departure and as they slumped together in full battle kit,
the general opinion was that they were being rushed out as
reinforcements for the Ashanti War in West Africa. But the
train rolled over the Albert Bridge and at 0430 hours arrived
in Camborne. With bayonets fixed and rifles loaded the
soldiers patrolled the town or stood guard at trouble spots
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like the public buildings and the Reynolds Arms. (The name
of this inn was later changed to “Redjackets” to mark its brief
association with the Regiment – see the accompanying photo).
But Camborne was peaceful. The miners had had enough,
shops had re-opened and there was little for the troops, the
police reinforcements and the hurriedly sworn in ‘Specials’
to do, except view the debris-littered streets.
Thomas Cornish, Clerk to the Magistrates, wrote to Major
McCausland: “Sir. I am requested by the Bench to convey
to you their thanks for your services here, and to express
their high approval of the conduct of the men under your
Command. I am at the same time to say that as all present
proceedings on the part of the Magistrates and apparently the
chance of rioting on the part of the people are at an end, they
feel that they can safely dispense with the presence of the
Troops after 12 o’clock tonight unless in the mean time the
Chief Constable shall give you a notification to the contrary.”
Next morning the soldiers returned to Plymouth.
Very surprisingly nobody had been killed during the riot, and
nobody was punished; three ringleaders were later brought to
court but lack of identification led to their acquittal.
As an afternote it should be pointed out that the soldiers
of 2nd/11th were hardly saints themselves. Life as a soldier
in Plymouth in the 1870s was tough. The dockyards were
beginning to flourish so there were always plenty of sailors
in port. Inevitably the two sets of Servicemen did not always
see eye to eye and there were often impressive fights which
sometimes developed into pitched battles. Brickfields, now
rather appropriately the home of Plymouth Albion RFC, was
a favoured spot for such activities.
It is said that some of the more spectacular events involved
entire ships’ companies and Army units. It was not unknown
for the soldiers to use bayonets, which initially put the sailors
at a disadvantage. However the requisitioning of fire-irons
and the contents of a blacksmith’s shop helped to restore
the balance of weaponry. Among the units known to have
“enjoyed” these affrays was the South Devon Militia who
had a skirmish with the crew of a Spanish ship in a dispute
over some local girls.
Busy, crowded and increasingly prosperous, Plymouth of
that period was described by local historian W G Hoskins
as ‘that roaring city’.

Fovant Badges
Some members of the Association may not be aware that
the Devonshire Regiment is one of those whose cap badge
is re-created in chalk on the hills above the village of Fovant
in Wiltshire.
When the 1914-1918 war broke out, there was a need to find
accommodation for the New Army. In many areas, training
and transit camps were established for troops leaving for, and
returning from, the battlefields in northern France. One of these
areas was the village of Fovant and its neighbours Compton
Chamberlayne and Sutton Mandeville. The villages and the
fields in the shadow of the chalk downs became a military
camp, complete with barracks, a hospital, parade areas,
shooting ranges, a camp cinema and YMCA huts. A military
railway was even constructed to serve the camp, branching
off the main line from London to the southwest.
Thousands of men from all parts of Britain and overseas
lived for a while in the area, passed on to the Western Front
and returned from it. Many never returned but gave their lives
on the battlefields in France. Others died of their wounds in
the hospital or from disease. Rows of War Graves in Fovant
and other nearby churchyards are testimony to their presence.
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In remembrance of their colleagues, many of the regiments
carved into the hillside replicas of their cap badges (see
attached photo). Many of these no longer survive, but by the
end of WW1 there were some twenty discernible badges.
Local workers from Fovant and the surrounding villages,
supported by Regimental Associations, maintained the
Badges after WWI. But during WWII, the badges became
overgrown in order to disguise landmarks, which might
assist the navigation of enemy aircraft. Weather and time,
as well as the effects of grazing cattle, caused further decay.
After the end of WWII, the Fovant Home Guard platoons
formed themselves into an Old Comrades Association and
undertook the task of restoration. It was in the period of
1948-51 that the two Wiltshire regimental badges were cut
and in 1970 the Royal Signals badge was added.
In 1961, the local Old Comrades Association was reformed
as ‘The Fovant Badges Society’ with redefined, more positive,
objectives related to the maintenance and preservation of the
Badges and the holding of an annual Drumhead Service.
The Society became a charitable organisation and in 1994
adopted a new constitution, which governs its operation
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and objectives; these are the preservation and maintenance
of the Regimental Crests cut on the chalk downs and the
education of the public.
In 2016 it was decided to cut a new Centenary Badge to
commemorate those members of the Army who were based
in the area and who gave their lives during WW1. A grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) made the project
financially practical and enabled volunteers to take part in
archaeological surveys of the military badges, to re-enact the
building of the first badges back in 1916 and to create the
Centenary Badge on the hillside.
The new badge (see photo) is a 25m diameter Flanders
Poppy with a “1916”, “2016” legend. Many of the myths
surrounding the construction of the badges have been
evaluated by archaeologists and the volunteers during the
project and a film record of the planned events has been
maintained for future reference.
When 1 D and D was stationed nearby in Bulford in the late
1980s, members of the Battalion assisted with the upkeep of
the Devonshire Regiment badge. Subsequently Regimental
Trustees have made an annual grant to ensure that the badge
is kept in good order.
The Badges are maintained in June each year. As they are
Scheduled National Monuments the maintenance programme
is authorised by Historic England. The process has three
stages: Weeding each badge, re-chalking those that require it
and finishing with several applications of herbicide (‘Pistol’)
to keep the weeds down for as long as possible. The badges
are also strimmed three times a year - prior to maintenance,
before the Drumhead Service and again later if the grass has
grown significantly.
The Badges are re-chalked on a rotational basis – usually
every three years – although sometimes this can be extended to
four years. Thus, each year at least two, usually three, badges

are re-chalked. Before re-chalking each badge is carefully reedged with a spade to retain the detail. Re-chalking involves
moving the delivered chalk (up to 20 tonnes per badge)
to smaller temporary dumps on the hillside by dumper truck.
It is then loaded into powered caterpillar-tracked barrows and
taken down the long steep incline, to the badge. The chalk
is then distributed using manual wheelbarrows and buckets,
carefully placed on the badge and tamped into shape.
For several years, following very wet winters, some chalk
had been washed down the hillside from the original shape
of the badges – especially along the long horizontal sections
– creating “dribbles” of chalk. A very successful experiment
has been carried out since 2014 that involves installing white
uPVC revetting boards along the underside of these sections,
to counteract this effect of the winter weathering process.
Typically, over the course of three years, each badge will
have been re-chalked once and maintained twice. The annual
cost of maintenance for all eight badges is currently close
to £32,000.
From around 1919 the Australian Government made
arrangements for their badge to be maintained. The
Australians continue to have a close association with their
badge and make a major financial contribution to its upkeep
every year.
The badges which are maintained are: The Devonshire
Regiment; Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry; 6th Battalion The City
of London Regiment; Australian Commonwealth Military
Forces; Royal Corps of Signals; The Wiltshire Regiment;
London Rifle Brigade; The Post Office Rifles.
There are a number of war graves located at St George’s
church in Fovant. The majority are from Australian units,
but they include the following members of the Devonshire
Regiment: Private G Ashley. Born 1887 died 6th November
1918 aged 31; Private SK Crome. Died 14th November 1918.

‘One of the most extraordinary men I ever met’ 1
Colquhoun Grant was born in 1780 in Morayshire, the
youngest of eight brothers. He was a nephew of General
James Grant, Colonel of the 11th Foot from 1791-1806 and
was commissioned into the Regiment in 1795 at the age of
15 – which in itself seems quite remarkable today. After
spending the first few years of his service in England, he was
with the 11th during their disastrous raid on Ostend in 1798
which resulted in the surrender of the entire British force of
almost 500 men. Grant used the period of imprisonment to
become fluent in French and after a year there was a prisoner
exchange, so he was able to return home.
In 1800 the 11th were posted to the West Indies for six
years during which he served in Martinque, St Martin, Santa
Cruz, Dominica, Barbados and St Kitts. He was promoted

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 72

Captain in 1801 and in 1803, though retaining command of
his Company, was appointed ADC to the Governor General
of Dominica, although his main task was that of collecting
intelligence concerning relations between the white plantation
owners and their black labourers. It was this appointment
which set Grant on the course he was to follow throughout
much of his career.
In October 1806 the 11th Foot returned to the UK, being
stationed first at Deal in Kent then in Tiverton, moving to
Plymouth in 1807. Two years later the Regiment arrived in
Spain with Grant commanding the Light Company. He quickly
took it upon himself to learn Portuguese and Spanish and,
often working behind the French lines, opened negotiations
with locals to obtain much-needed supplies of grain and
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cattle. He was assisted in his task by Spanish guerillas who
nick-named him Granto el Bueno to distinguish him from
another Grant who was obviously less well-thought-of.
As a result of the successful completion of these missions
behind enemy lines he was ‘talent-spotted’ and was posted to
become one of the first of Wellington’s ‘exploring officers’ in
the Peninsula Corps of Guides, a special reconnaissance unit.
His particular talent was the collection and interpretation of
information about the enemy, which he recorded meticulously.
Fluency in the various local dialects and in French, made him
particularly suited to these behind-the-lines missions where
he made contact with Spanish guerilla leaders, peasants
and priests. He worked to a systematic plan with the aim of
producing an up-to-date Order of Battle of the French Army.
During 1810-11 Grant had many close shaves behind the
lines where, accompanied by a faithful Spanish companion
called Leon, he always wore uniform (though often under a
cloak) so that, if captured, he couldn’t be charged with being
a spy and therefore almost certainly executed.
Eventually his luck ran out and on April 16th 1812, he was
captured near Idanhaa-Nova close to the Spanish border after
a desperate chase during which Leon was killed by French
dragoons. On the evening of his capture, he was invited to
dine with Marshal Marmont, the French Commander, who
plied him with wine and lots of questions about Wellington.
But Grant, knowing only too well what he was after, gave
nothing away. He decided to give his parole to Marmont’s
Chief of Staff:
I, the undersigned, Colquhoun Grant, Major in the 11th
Regiment of the English infantry, taken prisoner of war by
the French army on the 16th of April 1812, undertake on my
parole of honour not to seek to escape or to remove myself
from the place of my captivity without permission, and not
to pass any intelligence to the English army and its allies;
in fact, not to depart in any way from the duties which an
officer prisoner of war on parole is honour bound to perform;
and not to serve against the French army and its allies until
I have been exchanged, rank for rank.
Portugal 17 April 1812
Signed Colquhoun Grant English Major
Witnessed by the General, Chief of Staff, de la Martinère
Upon hearing of Grant’s capture, Wellington said: “He
was worth a brigade to me…..I wish he had not given his
parole….I should have offered a high reward to the guerilla
chiefs for his rescue.”
Little did he know that Grant had other ideas - though on
parole, he did not receive the expected freedom of movement
and he was guarded by a French officer as though under close
arrest. He decided that as the normal rules of parole were
not being honoured by the French, there was no requirement
for him to honour them himself. He managed to evade his
guard for long enough to be able to covertly meet some of his
agents, one of whom had intercepted a dispatch stating that
Marmont intended to send Grant to Paris, where he was to be
observed by the French Secret Police, who almost certainly
planned to torture and kill him:
‘Army of Portugal, Salamanca 28 April 1812.
His Excellency the Marshal Duke of Ragusa has ordered
an officer of his army to accompany as far as Bayonne the
English Major, Colquhoun Grant, of the 11th Regiment of
Infantry, taken prisoner by the French Army in Portugal.
This outstanding officer was found alone with one servant
on the flank of our columns: found on him were papers and
notes which indicate clearly the role of a man of importance
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to the English army, having the most accurate and the most
detailed ideas of the marches, the composition, the strength
and the movement of the French army. Nevertheless, as he
was captured in the uniform and badges of an English officer,
the Marshal has treated him with great regard and willingly
received his parole of honour. Find enclosed a copy of the
undertaking he has given. But His Excellency thinks that he
should be watched and brought to the notice of the Police.
Your humble and obedient servant, General, Chief of Staff,
de la Martinère.’
The French feared that Grant would be rescued by guerillas
during the journey northwards so an escort of 300 men and 6
guns was provided. But the French officers responsible for
Grant evidently considered he had not received correct and
honourable treatment, so on arrival in Bayonne they were
extremely lax in guarding him, as a result of which he was
able to slip away into the town, and with remarkable audacity,
posing as an American officer, bluffed his way and got a lift
with General Souhain, a French Divisional Commander, who
was going to Paris. Grant had decided to go to Paris come
what may, in order to discover whether rumours of Napoleon’s
intention to attack Russia were correct.
He travelled as far as Orleans with the General and from
there made his way to Paris to contact another of his agents, a
Mr McPherson, who provided him with an American passport
and money. Whilst in Paris he carried out his usual intelligence
activities, getting information about reinforcements being sent
out to all the French armies, particularly the one in Portugal.
He also discovered that Napoleon intended attacking the
British after he had first defeated the Russians.
In the spring of 1813 the French Secret Police were
beginning to become suspicious of the American officer
who showed such an interest in French military affairs, so
Grant left Paris using an American civilian passport, making
his way to Orleans, and thence by barge on the river Loire
to Nantes, with the object of getting on board one of the
British men-of-war blockading the mouth of the river. After a
narrow escape from capture by a French patrol, he contacted
the captain of an American ship, told him who he was and,
remarkably, the skipper put him in touch with a French
Marshal of Scottish descent who loaned him cash and helped
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him onto a fishing boat which put him aboard a British ship
in which he returned to London.
In September 1813 Grant returned to Spain and rejoined
Wellington’s staff. He was promoted Lieutenant Colonel and
assumed the appointment of Assistant Quartermaster General
after the battle of Orthez. By early 1814, Napoleon had been
exiled to Elba and there was an uneasy peace in Europe. In
July of that year, Grant was posted back to the 11th Foot when
they moved to Monkstown in Southern Ireland.
On Napoleon’s return to France from Elba, the British
Army was once again placed on a war footing and in April
1815, Wellington sent for Grant and made him head of the
Intelligence Department - the first officially-appointed Head
of Intelligence in a British Army in the field. He went straight
to Mons to organise his system of agents on the Belgian
frontier. The Belgians, though, were not so cooperative as
the Spanish peasants, so Grant made contact with his agents
in Paris who provided valuable information about what was
happening. Napoleon was evidently concentrating his army
south of the Sambre near Charleroi with the intention on
advancing on Brussels from the South.
One of Grant’s couriers, on his way to Wellington with this
critical information, was intercepted by Wellington’s cavalry
screen on the Belgian frontier. General Dornberg of the King’s
German Legion, commanding the cavalry, turned the courier
back instead of passing the information on to Wellington.
Thus, intelligence of Napoleon’s line of advance did not
reach Wellington in time for him to deploy his Army to cover
the Charleroi gap on the line of the Sambre. This resulted
in the unsatisfactory dispositions hurriedly made at Quatre
Bras and Waterloo. Through no fault of his own, Grant had
failed to provide Wellington with the vital information - and

what should have been the Battle of Charleroi became the
Battle of Waterloo.
After the war ended, like many officers, Grant was placed on
Half Pay. He took the opportunity to return home to Scotland
and get married. However, he was keen to return to full service
and in 1820 he was gazetted as a major in the 33rd Foot. But
before taking up the appointment he was promoted back to
lieutenant colonel to fill a vacancy in the 54th in India. He
and his new family sailed to Bangalore in early 1822 and
he took command for the next two years. He was clearly a
most effective CO as an inspecting officer wrote, in 1824,
that the 54th were ‘as near perfect as can be looked for in this
country; steady, clean and healthy, the men are a fine body’.
The Battalion was sent to take part in the First Burma War
later that year. The conditions were dreadful and literally
hundreds of the 54th died – mostly from disease. Both Grant
and his wife were taken ill, but she managed to nurse him
back to something approaching fitness. He sent her home,
but she died en route and is buried on the island of St Helena.
This appears to have finally broken Grant’s spirit and he was
invalided home. Attempting to find a cure for his illness at
the spa town of Aix la Chapelle, he died there on September
28th 1829, at the age of 48.

Notes

A remark made by Wellington to describe Grant to his
brother-in-law Sir James McGrigor
Grant was made a Companion of The Bath in 1823 – almost
certainly a belated reward for his work during the Peninsular
War and France (see entries in “Distinguished Service”
mentioned earlier in the Newsletter)
With acknowledgement to Major Jock Haswell and his
book “The First Respectable Spy” and The National Archives
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Malta GC

by Major John Hollingshead OAM
In May 1963, I was a Major in the Devon and Dorsets
and whilst on leave, prior to being posted to Malta, I was
summoned to the War Office in London for a special briefing.
On entering the room of senior officers in civilian clothes I
was asked, “do you want to do something special for your
country?”
Somewhat shaken I replied, I hope with sufficient confidence,
“Of course sir!” but wondering what on earth I was letting
myself in for as this was just after the first James Bond films
had been released! What followed was receiving special
security clearances for the job of GSO2 (Intelligence). I was
to be responsible for all Intelligence, Counter Intelligence and
Security in Malta and Libya. Not quite “On Her Majesty’s
Secret Service” but still quite exciting!
In Libya, the Tripoli headquarters was led by a Brigadier
who commanded an infantry battalion and a squadron of
armoured cars. In Cyrenaica, the headquarters in Benghazi
were led by a full Colonel who commanded an armoured
car regiment, less one squadron, and an infantry company.
In Tobruk there was an infantry company which was rotated
every three months from Gibraltar and 20 miles inland was
RAF station Al Adam - a place to be avoided!
Libya in those days had King Idris as its Head of State. He
had been a heroic figure resisting the Italians during the days
of their occupation prior to and during the Second World War.
The British used these bases and in turn ensured the economic
stability of the country. But of course, this changed rapidly
when in the 1950s oil was discovered. It was then vital that
a British presence prevented Egypt from taking over the oil
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resources. This was because Libya could not have defeated
the Egyptian army if there had been an invasion.
This posting arose because from October 1962 I had been
a Company Commander in 1 D and D in Benghazi where
we were to counter riots and show the British army flag.
In February 1963 a major earthquake struck Barce, a town
some 60 miles east of Benghazi. For a week we carried out
the immediate rescue, re-housing and casualty evacuation
of the destroyed town. The result of this attracted front page
news in the UK Press and rekindled amongst the people
of Cyrenaica a response of friendship and respect for this
rescue assistance.
This action lead to the General Officer Commanding
HQ Malta and Libya to visit us in Benghazi to express his
congratulations to our officers and soldiers for this assistance
to the Libyan people. Very soon afterwards I was invited to
join the Headquarters in Malta as described above.
As an aside, the second GOC I served under in the
Headquarters was Major General Johnny Frost, the former
airborne officer who had held the ‘Bridge Too Far’ at Arnhem
in 1944.
My role meant that I briefed the command on all matters
of intelligence, counter intelligence and security. Malta at
that time was a NATO Headquarters and of course this was
at the height of the Cold War. In the Mediterranean, Soviet
spy vessels disguised as trawlers were trying to discover
the work of our Headquarters and all UK troop movements.
In addition to the mischief of the Soviet Union many other
problems arose in the Mediterranean and in North Africa.

22/01/2019 14:16

THE DEVONSHIRE AND DORSET REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

The Headquarters of Malta and Libya was in the magnificent
building called the Castille overlooking the Grand Harbour
– see the ‘then and now’ pictures attached. I had an office on
the top floor and could view all the shipping coming in and
out of Grand Harbour.
One of my responsibilities was a map store run by a former
Petty Officer of the Royal Navy, a Maltese called Joseph
Bartello. Whilst in Malta I decided, as a hobby, to restart my
stamp collection because Malta had very attractive sets of
stamps particularly covering their Independence. When we
left the island in 1965 Joseph used to send me all the unused
and First Day copies of the Maltese stamps as they occurred.
He wrote on a small piece of paper and would say “Dear Sir, I
enclose the latest copy of stamps which I hope you enjoy.” He
would comment on the weather and periodically would end
by saying “I only have 10p left in the account”. This was the
signal to send him more stamp money! This continued right
up to the 1980s when he passed away and was an example
of the loyalty of these wonderful people.
Among the incidents I recall, was one night when an
unmarked cargo plane landed unannounced at the RAF
Station on Malta. It was immediately impounded and its
crew arrested upon which it was found to be loaded with
machine guns, light weapons and ammunition destined for
terrorists in Algeria.
It is easy to forget that there was considerable unrest in
the Mediterranean area during this period. Cyprus, under
Archbishop Makarios, was demanding independence and
this led to riots. Reinforcements had to be sent to protect
British citizens and property. 1 DERR based on Malta was
despatched by air with literally 24 hours’ notice to assist
with the problem. In East Africa mutinies occurred in the
British-Officered King’s African Rifles while Radio Cairo
constantly broadcasted anti-British propaganda at British
forces in Libya in an attempt to stir up riots. Then in 1964 the
Prime Minster of Malta, Giorgio Borg Olivier, made demands
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of the British Colonial Secretary, Duncan Sandys, for an
increase in funds. When Duncan Sandys refused to assist,
Olivier demanded independence. Duncan Sandys replied,
“You can have it!”. Thus, Malta was granted independence
on the 21st of September 1964. But British Forces continued
to be based on the island for a further 7 years.
From a family point of view Malta was a very happy and
pleasant place to live. We were very fortunate in having brand
new quarters right on the cliffs with a lovely view of the sea.
The Maltese people were extremely pro-British and loyal and
we were fortunate in having a young girl as a house cleaner
and maid. On arrival, we purchased a Morris 8 Coupé for
£100 and after 2 years hard wear and tear I sold it back for
the same amount!
Malta is, of course, a strong Roman Catholic community
and there were frequent Religious Holidays which generally
concluded at night with firework displays.
We used to visit, for brief holidays, the two small islands
of Gozo and Comino. There was a casino on the island but
women on public beaches were not allowed to wear bikinis.
However the Forces had their own private lidos. There was
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a golf course which was closed from late May until midSeptember due to lack of rain but flourished once the rain
started in the Autumn. Sailing was another very popular past
time. The major domestic event was the arrival of our daughter
Jane in May 1964 at the Royal Navy Maternity Home. Jane

is affectionately known as a ‘malteser’.
170 years of British rule of Malta ended in late 1971when,
among others 1 D and D left the island which will always be
remembered for its gallant stand during the Second World
War and being awarded for its gallantry, the George Cross.

Sarah Sands – A Little Known Fact

An Unsuccessful Claim for a Victoria Cross for the 54th of Foot
The epic story of the Sarah Sands has been told so often that
it doesn’t need repeating in any detail. Suffice to say that on
November 11th 1857, on the way to India with some 400
members of the 54th Regiment on board, fire broke out in
the after hold of the steamship Sarah Sands when she was
about 1,000 miles from land.
The crew panicked and took to the boats, leaving the soldiers
to fight the fire. After some seventeen hours during which
the mizzen mast had caught fire and gone overboard and an
explosion of gunpowder had blown a hole in the port quarter
and wrecked the rudder, the flames were subdued. However,
the danger wasn’t over and it was nearly two weeks before the
Sarah Sands limped into Mauritius harbour 800 miles away.
Major Brett was Second-in-Command of the 54th on
board the Sarah Sands. It was upon him that command of
the Regiment devolved during the 17 critical hours of the
fire on 11th and 12th of November after the Commanding
Officer had been lowered away in one of the boats and was
unable to return (that, of course, is a story in its own right!)
This article concerns the Victoria Cross and how the 54th
made an unsuccessful attempt to have an award made to
Private Walsh.
In 1854, after 39 years of peace, Britain found itself fighting
a major war against Russia. Known as the Crimean War, it
was one of the first wars covered by news reporters, and the
dispatches of William Howard Russell described many acts
of bravery by British servicemen that went unrewarded.
But there was no official standardized system for recognizing
acts of gallantry within the British armed forces. Officers
were eligible for an award of one of the junior grades of the
Order of the Bath and brevet1 promotions while a Mention
in Despatches existed as an alternative award for acts of
lesser gallantry. This structure was very limited; in practice
awards of the Order of the Bath were confined to officers
ranked major and above. Brevet promotions (or Mentions
in Despatches) were largely confined to those who were
under the immediate notice of the commanders in the field,
generally members of the commander’s own staff. For all
practical purposes, there was no gallantry award available
for soldiers or junior officers.
Other European countries had awards that did not
discriminate against class or rank. France awarded the Légion
d’Honneur and The Netherlands gave the Order of William.
Having read accounts of the gallantry of Servicemen in the
Crimea, members of the British public began asking why
there was no reward available. And there was a growing
feeling in the Royal Court that a new award was needed to
recognize incidents of gallantry that were unconnected to a
man’s lengthy or meritorious service. So, in January 1856
Queen Victoria issued a Warrant which officially constituted
the Victoria Cross. The order was backdated to 1854 to
recognize acts of valour during the Crimean War.
Initially, between 1858 and 1881 the Victoria Cross could
be awarded for actions taken ‘under circumstances of extreme
danger’ not necessarily in the face of the enemy. Six such
awards were made during this period - five of them for a
single incident during an expedition to the Andaman Islands
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in 1867. In 1881, though, the criteria were changed and the
VC could only be awarded for acts of valour ‘in the face of
the enemy’ and as everyone knows this criterion has remained
in place ever since.
But back to the Sarah Sands…not long after the incident,
Major Brett was promoted and posted to command the 61st
Regiment (later to become The Glosters) and about three
years afterwards on his return from India, he paid a routine
visit to the Adjutant General in London who made a very
flattering comment about the behaviour of the Regiment
on the Sarah Sands. Previously, in a speech to the House of
Commons announcing the amendment to the Victoria Cross
warrant dated August 10, 1858, General Peel had said, “It
was requisite that some extraordinary proof of valour in the
presence of the enemy should be given. But in the instance
of the Sarah Sands they afforded the greatest possible proof
of valour.” He was glad to say he had obtained Her Majesty’s
permission to extend the order to such circumstances.
The warrant of August 10th, 1858, reads: “By a warrant
under Her Royal Sign Manual August 10 1858 Her Majesty
was pleased to direct that the Victoria Cross should be
conferred subject to the rules and ordinances already made
on the Officers and men of Her Majesty’s Naval and Military
Services who may perform such acts of conspicuous courage
and bravery under circumstances of extreme danger, such as
the occurrence of a fire on board ship, or the foundering of a
vessel at sea or in any other circumstances in which through
the courage and devotion displayed, life or public property
may be saved.”
Encouraged by this, Colonel Brett requested the Colonel
of the Regiment, Colonel Michel, to make application to the
Adjutant-General for an award of the Victoria Cross to be made
to the Regiment. In July 1860 a reply was received saying
that ‘special application must be made for an individual. His
Royal Highness will not object to the name of an officer or
man of the 54th being submitted for consideration.’
In answer to this Colonel Michel sent to the Adjutant General
a copy of a letter from Lieutenant Colonel Brett in which he
recommended Private Andrew Walsh in these terms:
‘He volunteered to assist to clear the powder magazine. Went
aft with Mr Welch (Chief Officer of the Sarah Sands) and
succeeded in extinguishing the fire in the main top sailyard,
the yard and mast being on fire and the ship rolling badly.
Subsequently, good conduct during the next twelve days of
great anxiety and danger.’
The Adjutant General forwarded Walsh’s name to the
Military Secretary for submission and in February 1861
received from the War Office the following: ‘The warrant of
August 10, 1858, has no retrospective effect and therefore
no instrument is in existence under which Her Majesty can
confer this honour on the soldier in question. However, His
Royal Highness received with gratification the favourable
testimony which has been borne to the conspicuous courage
and bravery and regrets that the claim cannot be granted.’
Colonel Michel wrote in September of 1861 a reminder to
the Adjutant General and on the back of this letter is written
in red ink ‘Letter in reply to him was sent as long ago as 18
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February last.’ Colonel Brett made a final but unsuccessful
attempt to secure the Victoria Cross for Private Walsh in 1863.
However, Lieutenant Colonel Brett seems to have made his
bid after 1861, by which time he been posted into the 61st
Regiment and in view of his failure to secure the recognition
he sought, may well not have passed the correspondence on
to his old Regiment.
Four officers and twenty-five other ranks were cited for
gallantry during the fire on the Sarah Sands2.
But this account goes to show that ‘Red Tape’ was as much
in evidence then as now! Proof being that the very situation
which motivated the alteration in the Victoria Cross warrant
should go unrewarded by it.
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Notes

Brevet promotion was a system whereby an officer who
carried out an act of meritorious conduct - including bravery was granted the higher rank, but without seniority or extra pay.

1

Major Brett and Captain Gillum received immediate Brevets.
Lieutenant Hughes was promised a Brevet in due course after
receiving his Captaincy, and Lieutenant Houston was granted
immediate promotion into the 4th King’s Own Regiment.
The 25 men were granted an extra 6 pence per day pension
after their retirement (approx £6 per day in today’s money)
by General Order No. 700 of 27 February, 1858. Private
Walsh was one of them.
2

The Other William Shakespear
Everyone knows about William
Shakespeare the playwright, but
few readers will have heard of
Captain William Shakespear
(without the final ‘e’). However,
in the Middle East he is
widely revered, particularly in
Kuwait where he is regarded
as the country’s saviour against
Ottoman aggression in the early
part of the 20th century. In ‘Seven
Pillars of Wisdom’, Lawrence
mentioned the tales his guides
told round the camp fire about
Shakespear. The Kuwaitis have
recently restored his grave, which
can be seen in the attached photo.
Born in Bombay in 1878,
Shakespear became a talented
linguist, fluent in six languages.
He was commissioned from RMC Sandhurst in 1896 into
the Devonshire Regiment, serving three years at Regimental
Duty before being attached to the 9th Bengal Lancers. As
an assistant district officer back in Bombay, he led a ratextermination program that staunched a plague outbreak that
had killed some half a million people. For this, he received
commendations from the governor of Bombay, which brought
him to the attention of the Viceroy who recommended his
transfer to the Indian Political Department, which also
oversaw British interests in the Persian and Arab worlds.
Thus, in 1904, Shakespear became Consul at Bandar Abbas,
Iran (on Diplomatic Service, but in British Army uniform). It
was from here that he undertook his first major expedition,
driving his Rover from the Persian Gulf to the UK in 1907 - an
incredible accomplishment of endurance and administration
at a time when cars were in their infancy.
In 1909, he moved to Kuwait as Political Agent and it was
here that his love of desert travel developed. He would take
advantage of every opportunity to explore and document the
areas he found himself in and he made seven expeditions
into Eastern and Central Arabia, culminating in his 1914
crossing of the Arabian Peninsula from Kuwait to Suez via
Riyadh - a 3,000 kilometre journey during which he became
the first European to study and map the area. Apart from his
huge plate camera and a collapsible bathtub he also carried
a supply of wine and whisky discreetly stowed away so as
not to offend his Muslim guides.
When on his desert expeditions he wore his military uniform
and pith helmet. Only once in all of his trans-Arabian journeys,
when fearing attack from Turks and hostile tribesmen near
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Aqaba, did he don Arab clothes. He won friendship because he
spoke fluent Arabic, respected and learned from the Bedouin
and cherished their love of desert pursuits, horsemanship,
camel-riding, falconry, poetry, tales around the campfire and
the open freedom of the desert.
In 1910, Shakespear was the first westerner to meet Ibn
Saud and the two men formed an enduring friendship. In
alliance with Sir Percy Cox, the senior British diplomat in
the Middle East, he urged support for Ibn Saud, whom he
considered the only desert leader able to gain the confidence
of the tribes in the event of trouble with the Turks. Against this
expert advice, however, the British Government sided with
Husain, Sharif of Mecca – a major error of judgement. But if
Shakespear lost the political struggle during his lifetime, he
won it posthumously because as he forecast, his friend Ibn
Saud became the ruler and founder of modern Saudi Arabia
and the richest king in the world. It was many years before the
British Government, recognising their error, allied themselves
to Saud – an alliance which continues (albeit rather shakily
at times) to this day.
Whilst Lawrence (of Arabia) was tasked with the
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negotiations further north in present day Saudi Arabia and
Jordan, Captain Shakespear was sent to central Saudi where
he was killed in 1915 by Ottoman-aligned tribes, aged just
38, during the battle of Jarrab. Had he survived, it is very
likely that he would have become every bit as famous as
Lawrence. Ibn Saud was deeply saddened by the loss of his
friend’s life and when asked later in life if he could name
the greatest European he had ever met, he replied without
hesitation “Captain Shakespear”.
Shakespear was well aware of the dangers he faced on his
Arabian explorations. The day before his departure to Jarrab,
he wrote to the officiating Political Officer at Kuwait:

‘In case I should get snuffed out in the desert, would you
be so good as to post the enclosed two letters as soon as you
hear. As far as my kit is concerned, it might remain until you
hear from my brother - he is my executor. I think I have left
everything squared so as to give as little trouble as possible’.
Shakespear’s life and involvement in Arabia lasted less than
eight years, and yet it was intense and filled with remarkable
encounters and experiences. In 1922 the Royal Geographical
Society posthumously awarded him their Gold Medal for his
contribution to desert geology and geography; and even into
the 1970s the Bedouin in Kuwait still told campfire tales of
the English ‘gonsool skaykh-speer,’ as they pronounced it.

Welfare Report
Introduction
The Rifles benevolence system has now been running for
over 10 years and continues to provide an excellent service
for our serving and retired servicemen and families who
are in need of support. The maximum individual grant from
The Rifles remains at £1,000 which has benefitted a number
of claimants. The ‘system’ has also been centralised so that
requests for assistance are sent direct to RHQ in Winchester.
Full details are on the website www.theriflesnetwork.co.uk.
The Army Benevolent Fund (ABF) has also made grants
in the form of Supplementary Allowances/Nursing Home
Top-Up Fees and Welfare Grants to our members. The Royal
British Legion (RBL) has also continued to make generous
financial grants.
Readers may be interested to know that The Rifles as a
whole made grants totalling well over £300,000 to over 500
individuals last year.
Another major change that has occurred is the Casualty
Management System (CMS) which is a computer-driven
welfare programme. This has replaced the old Form A which
was a long-winded system that slowed the process of giving
rapid help to the needy.
We continue to make our annual Christmas grants to those
in need and last year we made 39 grants.
Friendship and Welfare Visiting
The Association Branch Welfare Visitors, branch officials
and retired officers have continued to be active throughout
2018. They once again made many welfare visits to former
members of all three former regiments and their widows who
were ill, disabled, down on their luck, in need, or lonely. The
Regiment is very appreciative and greatly indebted to them
for giving up so much of their time to make these visits which
do so much to help foster a family spirit.
If anyone knows or hears of a Regimental comrade or
widow who would benefit from a visit please contact either
the appropriate branch, area welfare officer or the Regimental
Association Secretary at The Exeter Office. If you think a
person needs help, please do not hesitate to call the office on
01392 492436. You will then be put in touch with the best
agency to deal with the case.
The first action in all events is to arrange a suitable time for
a caseworker to visit. The caseworker carries out an interview
which on average will last about 1 - 2 hours. The process
is very intrusive with many personal questions being asked
and honest answers are required. The form which is filled
in is the basis of the audit trail for all welfare funds. SSAFA
and the RBL use the same form. Confidentiality is essential
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in all that happens when dealing with welfare. Rest assured
that only the caseworker and supporting agencies will see
what your form contains.

There is a huge network of organisations supporting the
Armed Forces community, so finding the right one for your
needs can be tricky. Veterans’ Gateway makes it quick and
easy by being your first point of contact for whatever support
you need, whether you are based in the UK or abroad. Many
of their team are veterans themselves so they understand the
issues that people face after leaving the Armed Forces.
They work with people on a one-to-one basis, connecting
them with the right support as soon as possible.
Veterans’ Gateway is made up of a consortium of
organisations and Armed Forces charities, including The
Royal British Legion, SSAFA and Combat Stress. Their
connection with additional key referral partners and
information organisations means they can get you to the right
organisation who can help.
Funded by The Armed Forces Covenant, this is the first time
a group of this kind has come together formally to deliver a
service to help the Armed Forces community.
You can speak to one of their team by phone or email. Their
number is 08088021212 (Freephone in the UK) or text 81212.
From overseas they suggest you select the Live Chat option
to avoid any costs. Their team is available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, to put you in touch with the help you need, or
direct you to the information you are looking for.
Depression is a very common illness and can affect people
in different ways. There are many symptoms of depression,
including low mood, feelings of hopelessness, low selfesteem, lethargy and sleep problems. The more symptoms
someone has, the more likely they are to be depressed.
Everyone experiences days when they feel a bit down, but if
you have those feelings every day for more than two weeks,
without a particular cause, it may be depression. If you think
you may be depressed, you should contact your local GP for
advice about mental wellbeing and the services available
to you. There are also a number of organisations which
specifically deal with depression and some which deal only
with ex-Servicemen. If you think you may have depression
or any other mental disorder – or you think a friend might
be suffering, please get in touch with one of the following
organisations:
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The Samaritans

Telephone : 116 123 - it’s FREE
Email : jo@samaritans.org
National telephone helpline for anyone that is finding it
difficult to cope, from little worries to feeling like there is
no way forward. Well worth getting in touch with as a first
port of call. Very professional and, of course, completely
confidential.

SANE is a charity offering support and carrying out research
into mental illness
Telephone: 0845 767 8000
Email : sanemail@org.uk

Rethink

Telephone : 0300 5000 927
We provide a range of services for people with mental health
issues nationally, including advocacy, carer support, crisis
services and more.

PTSD Resolution

Telephone : 0845 021 7873
The PTSD Resolution outreach programme helps Veterans,
TA and Reservists struggling to reintegrate into a normal
work & family life because of military post traumatic stress
suffered as a result of service in the armed forces.

MIND

Telephone : 0300 123 3393
Offer support and advice to people suffering from Mental
Health issues. Promotes the views and needs of people with
mental health problems.
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Care After Combat

Telephone : 0300 343 0255
Care after Combat are a UK based charity providing
professional assistance for the well-being of the Veteran
and their family.

Combat Stress

Telephone : 0800 138 1619
Right now, Combat Stress is helping more than 5,400 UK
Veterans get their lives back. If you are suffering mental
ill-health caused by military service, maybe they can help
you too. It doesn’t matter how young or old you are, or
where you served – they may be able to help. As long as
you are an ex-Service man or women, they’re here for you.
And if you are the loved one or carer of an ex-Service man
or woman, you can get in touch too.
Last year there were over 10,000 calls made to Combat
Stress’s veterans’ helpline.

Veterans Welfare Service

The Veterans Welfare Service (VWS) is committed to
enhancing the quality of life for veterans and beneficiaries
of Veterans UK pensions and compensation schemes, and
all their dependants.
What we do
We provide support to enable the seamless transition from
service to civilian life, assist bereaved families or respond
to life events that present welfare needs. We achieve this by
facilitating access to all appropriate services.
How we can help
VWS caseworkers offer one to one professional help and
guidance by telephone, or if needed, during a home visit.
Under Veterans UK, the VWS works in partnerships with the
Royal Navy, British Army and Royal Air Force, ex-service
charities, statutory and non-statutory bodies, local community
service providers and the Veterans Advisory and Pensions
Committees to provide a quality welfare service that promotes
independence, maintains dignity and provides continuous
support through life.
VWS protocols
VWS protocols for referral of service leavers who have severe
physical or psychological disablement or are considered to
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have an enduring welfare need with which they will require
support post service.
Contact us
The VWS has four Veterans Welfare Centres, providing
advice and support across the UK. Centurion (London, SE
and SW England)
Tel 02392 702232

Care for Casualties (C4C)

This Regimental charity raises funds for injured soldiers and
their families as well as bereaved families. Over £3 million
has been raised. The charity is designed to provide services
or items which are not available from the MOD or other
charitable causes. It is making a huge difference to members
of the regimental family. Members of the Association have
been strong supporters and have raised many thousands of
pounds. This effort is much appreciated – please keep it up.

The Army Benevolent Fund
- The Soldiers’ Charity

The ABF exists purely to provide help with any problems
that could face you now or in the future. Last year the Fund
disbursed over £4 million to help the disabled, the aged, the
bereaved, the unemployed and the homeless.
Their address is:
The Army Benevolent Fund, Mountbarrow House, 6-20
Elizabeth Street, London, SW1W 9RB
Phone: 0845 241 4820

Help at The End of The Line

Anyone who served in HM Forces, regardless of when, how
long for and whether in conflict or peacetime is by definition
a veteran. If you were in the Army, even if only for one day,
you are a veteran and as such can access a vast network of
support and guidance.
The Service Personnel & Veterans Agency provides a range
of ‘through life’ support functions direct to around 900,000
serving personnel and the Veterans Community.
Whatever your enquiry, whether it be accessing service
records, finding out about entitlement to a War Pension, the
Armed Forces Compensation Scheme, health concerns or
any other issue, the Agency is there to help.
Call the Helpline on 08081914218 or go to the website:
veterans-uk.info
Features on the website include an online advice section,
taking people through interactive questions to identify sources
of help on issues such as housing, money matters and caring
responsibilities. Recognising the Service which veterans have
given is an important aspect of the site, with information on
medals, the HM Armed Forces Veterans badge and other
official emblems. On the social side, the Veterans Community
section includes discounts and special offers for veterans,
advice on tracing comrades, etc.
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SSAFA Forces Help have a free, confidential, helpline for
ex-service personnel and their families with any problems.
The support line is staffed by trained civilian advisers who
are not there to offer solutions, but will listen and advise
callers on a range of options to consider. An anonymous
civilian PO Box is also available if people prefer to write in.
The Freephone telephone number is: 0800 731 4880 and the
civilian PO Box address is: PO Box 1312, Freepost, Pewsey,
Wiltshire, SN9 6NN.
Email via SSAFA website: www.ssafa.org.uk

Legionline –Advice and Helpline

Legionline is a full advice and information helpline for the
ex-Service community. For just the cost of a local phone
call you can receive authoritative information on: Pensions/
War Pensions, Benefits, Residential Care, Benevolence,
Convalescence, Resettlement Training and Support,
Employment, Support and Rehabilitation for those with
Disabilities, Small Business Advice and Loans, War Grave
Tours and Pilgrimages, Membership Recruitment and
Services, Ceremonial Activities, Bands, the Poppy Appeal
and Fundraising Events.
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The information database includes details of other relevant
organisations and, where appropriate, callers may be
redirected for advice. The telephone number of Legionline
is: 08457 725 725.

The Lord Kitchener
Memorial Holiday Centre

Not Forgotten Association

The ‘Not Forgotten’ Association provides assistance in the
form of leisure and recreational activities for disabled exService men and women. For more information contact the
‘Not Forgotten’ Association on: 020 7730 2400 or e-mail:
info@nfassociation.org

The British Limbless
Ex-Servicemen’s Association (BLESMA)

BLESMA aims to give ex-Servicemen and women who
either lost limbs, the use of their limbs, or one or both eyes
as a result of service, a counselling and caring service and
help with everyday problems. They are recognised as the
specialist charity dealing specifically with amputees.
Contact the Association either by phone or letter at 185-187
High Road, Chadwell Heath, Romford, Essex RM6 6NA.
Tel: 020 8590 1124. E-mail: headquarters@blesma.org.
Alternatively visit the website at www.blesma.org

Kitchener’s is a unique location in Suffolk, overlooking
the sea in south Lowestoft, offering hotel-style holiday
accommodation to ex-service men and woman and their
spouses or partners.
Kitchener’s is open from April through to October and
holidays are taken Tuesday to Tuesday.
We offer ten twin-bedded rooms with en-suite bathrooms,
two of which have walk-in showers. The remainder have all
the usual bathroom facilities with an over-bath shower. Half
board is provided with a full English breakfast and a three
course evening meal in our air-conditioned dining room. At
other times guests can help themselves to tea, coffee and
biscuits from a small servery area off the dining room.
Please contact the manager, Steven Schofield, if you
would like more information about the facilities available:
Lord Kitchener Memorial Holiday Centre, 10 Kirkley Cliff,
Lowestoft, NR33 0BY
Telephone: 01502 573564
E-mail: enquiries@lkitchenerslowestoft.co.uk

The Queen Alexandra Hospital Home

Situated in Worthing, West Sussex, the Home offers nursing
and rehabilitation facilities for ex-Servicemen and Women,
whether their injuries were sustained in-service or since
leaving. It caters for all ages and has long term residents as
well as those requiring short term respite care.
Telephone: 01903 213458

Blind Veterans UK

Blind Veterans UK offers free lifelong support and services to
help veterans and their families overcome the challenges of
sight loss. The charity provides vital emotional and practical
support to vision impaired veterans, no matter when they
served or how they lost their sight. It could be, for instance,
that they did National Service and lost their sight years after
leaving service.
If you are a blind or vision-impaired veteran, or you know
someone who is, please call 0800 389 7979 or visit www.
noonealone.org.uk
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Future Roots

Based in Dorchester, this organization provides horticultural
and farming-based activities for all ages, especially men who
are ageing or in poor health, giving them an opportunity to
engage socially with others.
Telephone: 01305 251731
E-mail: tony@futureroots.net
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Pension Credit Guarantee

Pensioners are guaranteed a minimum amount to live on.
If their income from all sources (state basic and additional
pensions, private pensions, etc) is less than a certain amount
called ‘pension credit guarantee’, they may be able to claim
income support to top their income up to that level. The
pension credit guarantee for a single person is £159.35 per
week and for a couple is £43.25, depending on dates of birth.
One in three of those eligible do not claim it. Apply by Free
phone to: 0800 99 1234.

Health
King Edward VII’s Hospital, London

The Hospital offers grants and subsidies to all uninsured exService personnel and their spouses, ex-spouses and widows.
If you are in need of hospital care and wish to consider this
option, please get in touch with King Edward VII’s Hospital
Sister Agnes, Beaumont Street, London W1G 6AA.

Alabaré

Alabaré has accommodation available for ex-soldiers in many
towns and cities in the South West, including Plymouth,
Weymouth and Bristol, as well as “floating support” in
Bournemouth. The organisation also offers support to
those who are experiencing difficulty after leaving military
service. Staff offer help with a range of complex issues
including Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, drug and alcohol
addiction, education, employment and life skills. Anyone
requiring accommodation or other assistance should get in
touch: Alabaré Christian Care and Support, 33 Brown Street,
Salisbury SP1 2AS or phone: 01722 340147 or by e-mail:
enquiries@alabare.co.uk.

Telephone 020 7486 4411
E-mail: info@kingedwardvii.co.uk

Discounts
Defence Discount Service (DDS)

The MOD has launched the DDS as part of the Armed Forces
Covenant, in recognition of service in the Armed Forces. It is
open to members of the Armed Forces community including
Armed Forces veterans. Many high profile companies
are engaged with the Defence Discount Service, offering
discounts on cars, laptop computers, supermarkets, holidays
and mobile phones. The list is growing and it is anticipated
many more companies will now come forward to add their
support to those already committed. A wide range of discounts
and privileges can be accessed online immediately at www.
defencediscountservice.co.uk

Transport

Veterans in England who are under the age of 60, and were
seriously injured in Service, will be able claim the statutory
bus concession. In addition, Transport for London offer free
travel for war pensioners and widows, who should apply for
their free passes (Oyster Cards) using the detailed instructions
on the TfL website at www.tfl.gov.uk and search for Veterans
Concessionary Travel Scheme.

Accommodation
SSAFA Forces Help Housing Advisory Service

The Housing Advisory Service provides information and
advice on a wide range of housing matters, for ex-service
personnel, their families and dependants. It holds extensive
information on housing providers and a précis of the housing
policies of every Local Authority in the UK. It also has a
database listing establishments and organisations which have
an affiliation to the ex-Service community. Those in need
of housing assistance should contact the Housing Officer
(Information) at SSAFA Forces Help’s Housing Advisory
Service: 020 7463 9398 or visit www.ssafa.org.uk.
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Haig Homes

Haig Homes is the leading UK provider of rented housing for
ex-Service personnel. It has over 1,300 properties situated on
small well-managed estates ranging in size from about six
houses up to the largest estate in Morden of over 270 homes.
The properties, a mix of family-sized houses, maisonettes and
flats, are spread throughout the United Kingdom. Waiting lists
are open for housing in the following areas :Ashtead, Belfast, Birmingham, Brentwood, Bristol,
Broadstairs, Bury St Edmunds, Cardiff, Carlisle, Chalfont,
Cheltenham, Dartford, Edinburgh, Enfield, Farnborough,
Glasgow, Gloucester, Grimsby, Hampstead, Harrow,
Haslemere, Hull, Isle of Wight, Jersey, Kings Lynn, Leeds,
Leicester, Liverpool, Loudwater, Lymington, Manchester,
Morden, Newcastle, Norwich, Penzance, Portsmouth,
Romford, Ruislip, Salisbury, Sheffield, Southend on Sea,
Sunderland, Sutton Coldfield, Swansea, Warrington,
Wimborne, Winchfield, Woolwich, Worcester.
Download an application form and other supporting
documents from the website www.haighousingtrust.org.uk
or request an application form to be sent to you by post by
leaving your details on an ansaphone message service on
020 8685 5777

Sheltered Housing for
Old Comrades in Dorset

Advice and assistance for anyone in housing need including
all ex-forces personnel can be obtained from West Dorset
District Council on: 01305 251010

Holiday home for the disabled in Swanage.

Heroes Haven in Swanage is a 2-bedroom cabin at Herston
Leisure Park which provides affordable holidays for service
personnel and veterans with disabilities. In its own landscaped
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grounds, the cabin is adapted for wheelchair use which makes
it ideal for a family or a disabled person with their carer. Full
details are available from: secretary@heroes-haven.org.uk or
the website: www.heroes-haven.org.uk
See article this issue about a member’s recent visit to
Heroes Haven.

Employment

Regular Forces Employment Association Ltd
(RFEA)

RFEA helps ex-Regular soldiers to resettle and find
employment, any time up to the national retirement age and
as often as necessary, provided they served a minimum of 4
years in the ranks or were medically discharged. The service
is also available to widows/widowers of eligible spouses who
died in service; and spouses of those eligible but who are
unable to work on medical grounds.
RFEA Employment Consultants have all had a Service
career themselves and worked in commerce or industry which
places them in a unique position to offer:
This service is available from 24 Branches throughout the
United Kingdom. To find out where your nearest Branch
contact is located, call the Central Employment Team on
0121 236 0058 or visit the website: www.rfea.org.uk

“Soldier on!” is a specialist recruitment initiative to
help servicemen and women, as well as veterans, to
find employment.
It offers the following:
CV writing, interview training and sector knowledge seminars;
Work experience for those who need something non-military
on their CV, before aiming for permanent placements;
Permanent placements for those who they can find careers
for immediately (trained individuals etc).
The service is completely free. For further information,
phone 020 7193 0492 or e-mail: info@soldieron.org.uk
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aim is to get veterans back into work. They achieve this by
working in partnership with an increasingly wide range of
businesses and organisations and by giving as much support
as they can to help veterans thrive in their new workplace.
Specific areas of assistance are:
Developing CVs and providing interview skills and
guidanceproviding mentors through the corporate mentoring
scheme; sourcing job opportunities from their network
of supportive employers; discussing career goals and
helping individuals to apply for the roles you want;
proactively contacting local employers if there are not suitable
existing vacancies; creating a personal development plan once
employment has been found; providing 12 months of in-work
support. Call or email the Employment Co-ordinator: 020
8939 1837 or shaunjohnson@poppyfactory.org

Free Legal Advice

The School of Law at Queen Mary, University of London,
has a Legal Advice Centre which offers free advice to current
and past members of the Armed Services. It covers such
aspects of law as:
Family: Cohabitation, civil partnerships, divorce, financial
claims on separation, co-habitation issues for unmarried
couples, pre-nuptial agreements, children law.
Company: Start-up businesses, businesses with a turnover
of less than £100,000, social enterprises, charities.
Employment: Employment issues, immigration,
discrimination, dismissals.
Crime: Hate crime, police complaints, CRB checks and
offences, discrimination.
Property: Landlord and tenant disputes, freehold and
leasehold disputes, neighbour disputes.
Contract: Consumer transactions, private contracts
Intellectual Property: Trademarks, copyright.
The Legal Advice Centre is dedicated to offering a
confidential environment when seeking free legal advice. To
make an enquiry, please contact:
Legal Advice Centre, School of Law Queen Mary, University
of London, Mile End Road, London E1 4NS
Telephone: 020 7882 3931
E-mail: lac@qmul.ac.uk
Website: www.advicecentre.law.qmul.ac.uk

Summary

As can be seen from the list above, help of all sorts is available
to those in need. Can we please ask all our readers to help
The Regiment to look after our old comrades and keep the
Exeter Office informed of anyone who may require assistance.
Thank you.
The Poppy Factory works with ex-Service men and women
of all ages who have a health condition or impairment that
acts as a barrier to a meaningful and enjoyable career. Their
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Contact Us

If you have any questions about the Welfare System and how
to access it call the Exeter Office on 01392 492435
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News from The Rifles

1 RIFLES Gold winning Cambrian Patrol Team.
Although the Army has been involved in fewer operations
than in recent years and 2016 was only the second year since
the Second World War when no British troops were killed in
action (the other was 1968), the growing trend for sending
training and advisory teams to a wide variety of locations
has continued. There has been notable success training the
Iraqi and Kurdish forces who gradually pushed ISIS/Da’esh
out of the country.
A number of British troops also remain in Afghanistan in a
variety of non-combat roles. More recently there have been
deployments to eastern Europe with the aim of deterring
any thoughts of aggression by Russia. In addition, there is a
concerted effort by the Government to influence other nations
by sending small Army teams to work with and advise their
armies. Along with the usual training and exercise regimes
which units continue to conduct, as they always have, this
means that battalions are as busy as ever. Some of the
battalions featured in the BBC TV series “Behind the New
Front Lines” about current Army deployments, specifically
in Estonia and Iraq.
There have been two significant changes to The Rifles
ORBAT during the period. Firstly, the recent formation of
8 RIFLES, a Reserve Battalion based in the North East and
the Midlands, has increased the national footprint of the
Regiment and secondly the adjustment of 4 RIFLES to the
new Specialist Infantry role which is outlined below.
1 RIFLES is now part of 1st (UK) Division - which heads
up what is known as the British Army Light Role Adaptable
Force. It’s a Light Infantry-Roled Battalion and is paired
with 6th Battalion The Rifles from the Reserve Force. Light
Infantry-Roled Battalions haven’t changed a great deal over
the years – they are trained to deploy worldwide at short
notice with light scales of equipment. The Battalion remains
based in Beachley Barracks, near Chepstow, although there
are rumours of a move ‘somewhere else in the UK’ within
the next 10 years – you heard it here first! The first half of the
year saw the Battalion fully deployed on Exercise in Kenya
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and this was followed by a spell on readiness for deployment
which saw companies in Georgia, Albania and Romania.
Defence Engagement tasks were conducted in Kazakhstan
in May, Serbia in June and USA in August. Teams did very
well in the Cambrian Patrol (the fact that the Battalion
provided admin support was coincidental!) gaining gold and
silver medals. The future includes a Battalion deployment to
Afghanistan in 2019.
2 RIFLES is also a light-roled battalion and is based in
Thiepval Barracks, Lisburn on the outskirts of Belfast in
Northern Ireland. No longer routinely committed to security
operations in Northern Ireland, the Battalion forms a part of 38
(Irish) Brigade, as part of the British Army’s Adaptive Force.
It is paired with 8th Battalion The Rifles from the Reserve
Force. Almost the complete Battalion deployed to Iraq where
they trained elements of the Iraqi Army, based at Al Asad
air base. Meanwhile, C Company deployed to Louisiana to
train with a US Light Infantry Battle Group before taking
over Public Duties in London and Windsor. After all those
deployments, companies were sent to the Falklands, Jordan
and Sierra Leone, so it was a very busy year.
3 RIFLES is based in Dreghorn Barracks, Edinburgh and
is due to move to Catterick, North Yorkshire, in 2021 as
one of the selected units in the British Army’s new Strike
Brigades within 3rd (UK) Division which is the only division

3 RIFLES training in snow during “The Beast from
the East”.
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4 RIFLES shooting team with silverware won at Bisley.
at continual operational readiness in the UK. 3 RIFLES will
be one of just four ‘Strike’ Battalions within the infantry and
will be equipped with the new Mechanised Infantry Vehicle
(MIV) to provide a better, more protected agile force that will
be able to self-deploy with minimal logistical support. The
Battalion is currently equipped with Mastiff and will convert
to the new Mechanised Infantry Vehicle (MIV) when it comes
into service during the next few years. The past year saw the
Battalion deploying to assist the NHS during the winter snow

storms and taking part in a number of exercises around the
UK. Much effort has gone into converting to the mechanised
role which culminated in Exercise Wessex Storm in the
autumn. After that, company deployments to Iraq, Ukraine,
Oman and the USA.
4 RIFLES is based in New Normandy Barracks, Aldershot
and is one of just two infantry units in the new Specialised
Infantry (Spec Inf) role. Spec Inf Battalions are expeditionary
by design and will plan to have an element always deployed

5 RIFLES victorious Squash Team
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The Rifles Gathering.
on operations. The aim is to train, advise, assist, mentor and
accompany the soldiers of overseas partners, helping them to
develop their own capability and prevent crises. The Battalion
has been given the British Army’s Spec Inf responsibility for
the Middle East and North Africa.
4 RIFLES currently consists of around 250 Riflemen, drawn
from across the other battalions of The Rifles - giving all
Riflemen serving across the Regiment the opportunity to
serve in the exciting new Spec Inf role. Selection for service
in 4 RIFLES involves an assessment to identify Riflemen
who are physically robust, culturally diverse and comfortable
operating on their initiative. Each company is divided into
four teams commanded by a captain and they are designed to
deploy independently. So far, countries visited include Jordan,
Kuwait, USA, Kenya, Morocco, Afghanistan, Tunisia and
Belize. In between all the deployments, the Battalion Shooting
Team came second at Bisley, just being pipped by 2 RGR.
5 RIFLES is one of only six Armoured Infantry battalions
in the Army. They are based in Bulford Camp, Wiltshire. The
battalion consists of around 600 Riflemen who deploy from
their base location on training and operations worldwide. The
Battalion is part of 20 Armoured Brigade, within 3rd (UK)
Division – ‘The Iron Division’ - that is the only division at
continual operational readiness in the UK. During the early
part of the year the Battalion returned from it’s deployment
with French and Danish soldiers in Estonia (including sending

elements of Fire Support Company to Latvia) and then took
up the role of UK Standby Battalion (Spearhead in old money).
Their only deployment in this role was to support the police
and emergency services during the visit to UK of President
Trump. The remainder of the year was spent re-training,
specifically through a number of support weapons and
armoured infantry cadres as well as getting people away on
career courses which had not been easy during the earlier
deployment abroad. There were a number of company
exercises – A Company trained in the swamps of Louisiana
while B Company visited BATUS. A Battalion Gunnery Camp
at Castlemartin in Wales completed military training for the
year. On the sporting front there was a great deal of success
– the Battlaion are the Army Rackets champions, Combat
Arms Sailing champions and Rifles Cricket champions.
There was a great effort by the Squash Team at the Army
Championships, where they became Infantry Champions and
Army quarter-finalists.
6 RIFLES is the West Country Infantry Reserve Battalion,
paired with 1 RIFLES. It includes the Salamanca Band, which
many readers will have seen performing at various West
Country venues during the year. The Battalion is comprised
of 500 part-time soldiers from a wide variety of backgrounds
and has bases in Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Somerset, Bristol,
Gloucestershire and Herefordshire. Recruiting of both soldiers
and officers has been going well, with the Battalion being

The Rifles Gathering – the Band double off parade.
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Members of 6 RIFLES on exercise in Georgia.
one of the best recruited Reserve battalions in the Army.
Deployments have included Iraq and Afghanistan, while
members have been on exercise in Kenya, Georgia and Belize.
There has been a particular focus on community relations,
with the hugely successful 3-night open air concert in Wyvern
Barracks in July (under the strapline ‘Behind the Red Wall’)
which saw well over 1,000 members of the public find out
more about the Battalion and their predecessors who had
occupied the barracks. In addition, the Battalion has supported
Ten Tors and the Cambrian Patrol.
7 RIFLES has moved from being in 38 (Irish) Brigade and is
now in 20 Armoured Brigade and 3rd Division (a much more
logical grouping, with other southern-UK based units). The
Battalion is paired with 5 RIFLES. It also has the 30-strong
Waterloo Band and Bugles based in Oxford which covers
numerous ceremonial engagements. The Battalion HQ has
moved from Reading to Kensington in London and there
is a company in Swindon, another in Berkshire and further
locations in London itself. F Company, originally based in
Davies Street, has now moved to the London Regiment. So,
there has been a great deal of change during the past year.
The major exercise for the year was in Germany, working
with Warrior vehicles, but a great deal of ‘normal’ training
has taken place throughout the period, with numerous cadres
to ensure members of the Battalion are fully trained for their
roles. These have included Javelin, CIS and Rarden cadres,
many of which were conducted at Rollestone Camp on

Devon + Dorset 2018 (2).indd 87

Salisbury Plain. Despite the ‘Beast from the East’ reducing
some opportunities earlier in the year, a great deal has been
achieved, including some worthwhile community engagement
with Thames Valley Police which has involved joint medic
training and a joint day on Critical Incident Decision-Making
training.
8 RIFLES is the latest addition to the Regiment and is
the Reserve Infantry Battalion of the North East, Yorkshire
and the West Midlands, having been established in 2017.
Battalion HQ is in Bishop Auckland and there are companies
in Durham & Sunderland, Shrewsbury & Birmingham as well
as Pontefract and Doncaster. It is paired with 2 RIFLES,
with whom they have deployed individuals on anti-poaching
teams in Gabon, on exchange with the US National Guard in
Michigan as well as in Sierra Leone and Jordan.
In other news, the Rifles Regatta took place at Seaview, IoW
in June when the entire fleet of thirteen Mermaid dinghies
put to sea, carrying 52 Riflemen with considerably varying
degrees of skill but equal amounts of enthusiasm. 5 RIFLES
won best battalion boat.
The best source of further information about The Rifles is the
annual magazine called “The Bugle” – this can be purchased
from RHQ in Winchester using the attached proforma. Those
not wishing to part with their hard-earned cash can see brief
snapshots of what the Regiment is involved in by visiting
their website: theriflesnetwork.co.uk
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Bankers Order Form
The Bugle
To: (Bank or Building Society)
Dear Sir,
Please pay *now the sum of £............. to The Rifles Bugle Fund, at The Royal Bank of Scotland (A/C Number 10084282),
67-68 High Street, Winchester, SO23 9DA, (Sort Code 16-34-25), *and the sum of £13.00 thereafter annually on 1st January
until further notice, from my A/C
Name/Number ..............................................................................................................................
Please cancel any previous instructions.
Reference to be quoted is:.................................................................. (Name followed by initials).
Yours faithfully.................................................................................................................Signature
Rank, Initials and Name
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)
Home Address ..................................................................................................................................
............................................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................................
Postcode …........................................................................... Date ....................................................
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - N.B. Please also complete this lower portion and return to The Editor, The Bugle, RHQ RIFLES, Peninsula Barracks, Romsey
Road, Winchester, Hants, SO23 8TS for record purposes.
Please note that I have authorised my Bankers
Messrs ..........................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................................
to pay to The Rifles Bugle Fund *the sum of £ ............... now and *the sum of £13.00 thereafter annually on 1st January until
further notice.
Rank, Initials and Name ..........................................................................................................
(BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE)
Home Address ........................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................
Postcode

........................................................................... Date .........................................

A/C Name/Number .................................................................................................................
NON SERVING SUBSCRIBERS OUTSIDE THE UK SHOULD ADD £6.00 EXTRA PER YEAR FOR EUROPE OR £8.00
EXTRA PER YEAR FOR REST OF THE WORLD TO COVER POSTAGE.
*Delete as necessary
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Last Post
2016

Mr W T Jeynes (Bill) of Walsall died on 10th October aged
89. He completed his National Service in the Devons, serving
in Austria, Hong Kong, and Singapore. He went on to become
a respected teacher and head of department as well as being
an accomplished water colour artist, winning competitions
and having his work hung in Mall Galleries London.
Major N D Notley (Nigel) of Wimborne died on 17th
December aged 84. He was commissioned into the Devons
in 1952 and served in Kenya and BAOR. He later served in
the Queen’s Own Nigeria Regiment for 2 years, as well as
1 DERR, 1 Glosters in UK and 1 D and D in BAOR before
transferring to the Royal Army Pay Corps in 1968.

2017

Mr R Lucas (Ray) of Weymouth died on 30th June. He had
served as a National Serviceman in 1 Dorset.
Maj I H Fergusson-Edgar ERD (Irving, known as Bill)
of Grantham, Lincolnshire died in July aged 97. He served
in 2nd Devons during WW2 and held a number of Staff
appointments in Europe and Canada in the 1950s and 60s.
His final appointment was as Families Officer 1 D and D
in Gillingham in the early 70s. He was later employed as a
Retired Officer at RAF Cranwell. (See Obituaries).
Mr A G Harris (Anthony) of Exmouth died on 6th December.
He was a National Serviceman with 1 D and D from 1959-61
in Cyprus and Plymouth.
Mr F Nankivell (Fernley) of Newton Abbot died on 16th
December aged 94. He served as a Lt in The Devons from
1943-45 including the invasion of Normandy. He was
invalided out of the Army as a result of injuries he sustained
in Holland.

Devons 2018

Mr C P Smith (Christopher) of Newton Abbot died on 5th
January aged 81.
Mr J H Plowman (Joe) of St Austell died on 24th February
aged 92. He served with the 12th Devons and took part in the
Normandy campaign. After recovering from injuries suffered
in the Ardennes he saw the remainder of his service with the
DCLI in Greece.
Mr C W Ault (Charles) of Chislehurst died on 1st May aged
93. He served with 1 Devons during WW2 and saw service
in India, Burma and Singapore.
Mr F Kent (Fred) of Plymouth died on 13th July aged 87. He
was the long-serving Secretary of the Plymouth (late Devons
OCA) Branch of the Regimental Association.
Mr J C Ashford (John) of Exeter died on 23rd July aged 84.
He served with 1 Devon.
Mr G B Humphries (Gordon) of Street, Somerset died on
11th August aged 91. He served with 12th Devons during
the latter stages of WW2.
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Dorsets 2018

Mr C Hales (Charles) of Becton, East London died on 17th
January aged 100. He was called up for service in February
1940 and trained at Deal and Tidworth before joining 4th
Dorsets where he boxed for the Battalion. He landed in France
on 23rd June 1944 and fought throughout the Normandy
campaign, including the attack on Hill 112. At one stage
he was run over by a Bren carrier, but survived because the
ground was so soft. Shortly afterwards, during the attack on
Maltot, Charles was injured, but still managed to assist his
close pal Ernie Dawson who was even more seriously injured.
Charles carried Ernie a considerable distance to a medical
aid post where his own injuries were also dealt with. Both
were subsequently repatriated. Charles received the Legion
D’Honneur at a ceremony in February 2017 (see last year’s
Newsletter).
Mr J Smith (John) of Charminster died on 20th January
aged 82.
Mr C Lloyd (Cliff) of Gillingham died on 6th February on
aged 99. He served in 4th Dorsets throughout WW2, including
the Normandy campaign. He was wounded by shrapnel on
Hill 112 and had a number of other near misses. Along with
other members of the Battalion, he was taken prisoner while
conducting the near-suicidal operation to extract members
of 1st Airborne Division across the Neder Rijn at Arnhem
and remained a PoW for eight months until the end of the
War. He was a stalwart, loyal and long-serving member of
the Gillingham Branch. (See Obituaries)
Mr W Dabb (William) of Barnstaple died on 22nd February
aged 82. He completed his National Service with The Dorsets
from 1953-55.
Mr G Pratten (Gordon) of Coalpit Heath, Bristol died on
13th March aged 83. He completed his National Service in
1st Dorsets in Hong Kong and Korea from 1953-55. He was
a long-serving member of the Bath Branch.
Mr W J C Ward (Ginger) of Streatley-on-Thames died on
18th May aged 84. He trained at the Wiltshire Regt Depot
but was posted to 1st Dorsets in 1953. He served initially on
National Service, but signed on as a Regular until 1958. He
saw service in Hong Kong, Korea, Minden and at the Depot
in Dorchester.
Mr J Harding (John) of Parkstone died on 3rd June aged 77.
He was a loyal and long-serving member of the Gillingham
Branch.
Mr R Carroll (Ronald) of Paignton died on 11th June aged
84. He completed his National Service between 1953-55
with 1 Dorset in Korea and Hong Kong.
Mr R Colling (Ronald) of Bognor Regis died on 25th June
aged 93. He served with 4 & 5 Dorset during the North West
Europe campaign in Normandy and Germany.
Mr K Parsons (Keith) of Honiton died on 23rd October. He
served with 1 Dorset.
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Mr D Bugg (Derek) of Stourton Caundle, Dorset died in
December aged 81. He completed his National Service with
1 Dorset in W Germany.

Devon and Dorsets 2018

Mr C T Smith (Stan) of Topsham, Exeter died on 8th January
aged 82.
Mr C Hiscox (Chris) of Exmouth died in January. He served
with 1 D and D from 1963 to 79.
Mr R Bailey (Robin) of Barnsley died on 18th January aged
66. He followed his father Bill into the Regiment. He joined
as a Junior Soldier in 1966 and then served in 1 D and D in
the late 60s and early 70s including tours in Malta, Northern
Ireland and Belize.
Maj B Smith (Brian) of East Sussex died on 2nd February
aged 88. He was originally a Bandsman in the Black Watch
and after completing the course at Kneller Hall was posted
as Bandmaster 1 D and D from 1965-69. Later he became
Bandmaster of the Royal Artillery Band at Woolwich, Director
of Music of the Scottish Division and Director of Music
of the RMA Sandhurst. He retired in 1984 but took up the
appointment of Director of Music of the RBL Band in East
Sussex. He was a keen supporter of the Band Branch of the
Regimental Association. (See Obituaries)
CSjt N Brown (Neil, known as Bomber) died on 7th February
aged 48. He served with 1 D and D and then 1 RIFLES after
amalgamation.
Mr G Trott (Geoffrey) of Weymouth died on 11th February
aged 61. He served in 1 D and D during the 1970s and 80s.
Mr W Ward (William) died on 16th May.
WO1 K J Fitzgerald (Kev) of Exeter died on 25th May aged
61. He enlisted in 1972 and served a full career of 24 years,
including the period 1994-96 as RSM 1 D and D. He was
discharged in December 1996. Since retiring from the Army,
he was a leading light in the Regimental Association, being
a Committee Member as well as leading the very successful
Exeter Branch. (See Obituaries).
Sgt D J Waters (David, known as Wally) of Warrington
died on 9th June aged 80. He served a full career in 1 D and
D through the 1960s and 70s where he was affectionately
known, for obvious reasons, as ‘Big Wal’. He retired in 1981
having spent the final years of his service in the QM’s Platoon.
Mr J Coward (Jim) of Rainham, Kent died on 13th June.
He served in 1 D and D during the 1960s and 70s, mainly
with C Company.
WO1 (RSM) J Westlake (Janner) of Paignton died on 26th
June aged 71. He served in 1 D and D 1964-84 and his final
appointment was WO1 (RSM) of 3 RRW(V) in Cardiff.
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Mr R J F Barnes (Ronald) of Appledore died on 2nd July
aged 82.
Maj P McL Baxter (Peter) of Taunton died on 16th July
aged 82. He was commissioned into the Dorsets in 1956
before joining 1 D and D on Amalgamation. He was OC B
Company, 1 D and D in Malta and Northern Ireland. He later
served as Training Major of 1 WESSEX and retired to become
Chief Executive Officer of Wiltshire ACF. (See Obituaries).
Dr D A Curson (David) of Northampton died on 6th
August. He was Regimental Medical Officer of 1 D and D in
Gillingham and on the 1972 tour of Northern Ireland. After
leaving the Army he became a consultant psychiatrist at St
James’s Hospital, Northampton.
CSgt R Downton (Ray), an In-Pensioner at the Royal
Hospital, Chelsea, died on 1st October aged 87. He joined
the Dorset Regiment Band in 1947 and on amalgamation
in 1958 transferred to the Royal Hampshire Band. He later
returned to the D and D Band before becoming Officers’
Mess CSgt. He retired in 1971.
Mr P Hamlyn (Philip, known as Jerry) of Newton Abbot
died on 4th October aged 80. He reached the rank of WO2
in 1 D and D and was later commissioned in Devon ACF.
Maj P Martin MBE DERR (Peter) of Lichfield, died on
9th October aged 90. He served in 1 D and D as QM(Tech)
from 1970-73 in Malta and Gillingham. Always a fine shot,
he was President of the Staffordshire Small Bore Association
when he died.
Mr M A Morton (Mick) of Salisbury, died on 11th October
aged 67. He served in 1 D and D, mostly in C Company, in
the 1970s.
Mr L G Aris (Les) of Northfleet died on 2nd November. He
served with 1 WESSEX and 1 D and D. He saw service in
NI, Malta, Cyprus, Germany, Kenya and Belize.
Lt Col D P Lovejoy MBE (Douglas) died after a long
illness on 14th November, aged 90. He was CO 1 D and D
from 1969-72 in BAOR, Malta, the first operational tour in
Northern Ireland and Gillingham. He left the Army in 1975
and subsequently ran a number of businesses. (See Obituaries)
Mr G Philips (Geoff) of Llanelli died in November. He
transferred from the South Wales Borderers and served with
1 D and D in the late 60s and early 70s.
Mr A Courtis (Adrian, known as Charlie) of Gunnislake
died on 24th November aged 87. He served with 1 Dorset
and 1 D and D, seeing service in Cyprus, British Guiana and
W Germany.
Mr K John (Kenny) of Cross Keys in South Wales died on
25th December. He joined 1 D and D from the Welch Regiment
in 1969 and served in the early 70s, reaching the rank of Cpl.
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Obituaries
Major P MacL Baxter
Peter Baxter was born in October
1936 in Kuala Lumpur where his
father was a was a rubber plantation
manager at Kahang Estate, east of
Kluang in the southern Malayan
state of Johore and where he was
later a Prisoner of War on the
infamous Siam/Burma railway
until 1945.
Peter arrived in the UK in 1945
on the SS Orontes which was being
used as a troopship for mainly
Australian troops. After weeks on
board mixing with the Aussies his
language was awful – much to his
grandmother’s annoyance.
Upon return from Malaya, Peter was brought up in Dorset
and educated at Canford School before attending RMA
Sandhurst from 1955-56.
He was commissioned into The Dorset Regiment in
December 1956 and served with 1st Battalion in BAOR as a
platoon commander. With the Amalgamation, he was posted
to the newly-formed 1 D and D as MMG Platoon Commander
in Cyprus. He then spent a year as ADC to GOC 44 (Home
Counties) Division/District before a spell with the Trucial
Oman Scouts.
A return to 1 D and D in 1966 saw him serve in Holywood
Barracks, Belfast as well as Guyana and Munster as MTO
and Company 2IC.
Peter went on to serve on the Staff for the next three years
– initially as GSO3 Security at Headquarters 2 Division at
Lubbecke (BAOR) and then as GSO2 Intelligence at HQ
Northern Ireland in the early days of ‘The Troubles’. He
returned to Regimental Duty with 1 D and D in Malta and
Northern Ireland for two years 1969-71 as firstly a Company
2IC then as OC B Company.
He was appointed OC Junior Soldiers Company at the
Wessex Depot, Exeter 1972-74 and as SO2 SD/Training in HQ
Prince of Wales’s Division. 1974-76. His final appointments
before his retirement in 1981 were as Training Major of 1
WESSEX and SO2 Cadets in HQ SW District.
After leaving the Army he was employed as Cadet Executive
Officer of Wiltshire Army Cadet Force.
Major Peter Baxter died in the RBL Dunkirk House near
Taunton on 16 July 2018 aged 82.

Mr C Lloyd

A founder member of the
G il li n gh a m Br a nc h o f th e
Regimental Association, Cliff
served with 4th Dorsets throughout
World War 2. During his service he
never won any awards, was never
promoted and, like most of his
peers in that territorial battalion,
left the Army at the end of the war
and went back to living his life in
North Dorset.
He expected no special honours
and did not boast about his service
to the country. Indeed until the
latter part of his life he hardly spoke
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about his service to anyone. But he never forgot those days
and never felt anything but pride in the regiment in which he
served. He was a lifelong and loyal member of the Gillingham
Branch of the Regimental Association, attending nearly all
their functions until deafness interfered in the last few years.
Cliff is one of the last of our World War 2 veterans and so
this obituary is representative of so many of his friends and
comrades who served during those times. It may have only
been a relatively short period in their lives but it was very
much a character forming time in those lives, experiencing
as young men events that are hard to imagine today, and as
such represents the experience of so many of that generation
of whom only a few survive.
In 1938 Cliff, with many of his friends, joined the local
branch of the Territorial Army. That is he had not waited until
his call-up papers enlisted him into the Services but rather
had joined and trained as a part time soldier in the County
Regiment while continuing to work behind the cheese counter
in the International Stores in Gillingham. Thus, when war
broke out in 1939, he was already partly trained as an infantry
soldier and he joined, with many of his mates from North
Dorset, the 4th Battalion of the Dorsets.
The first few years of the war were spent in training,
preparing them all for the liberation of Europe from the Nazi
yoke. Both the 4th Battalion from North Dorset and the 5th
Battalion, most of whom came from south of the county,
were based in Sussex. Cliff acted as batman to his company
commander, Major Douglas (Maisie) Gaye, who had joined
them for the invasion.
On 23rd of June 1944 the 4th and 5th Dorsets landed on
French soil on D + 17. By 3rd July they had fought their way
through stiff opposition to an area to the west of Caen and
they were now ordered to capture the strategic feature of Hill
112, which was extremely well defended as it was vital to
the defence of Normandy.
On 10th July at 0620 hrs L/Cpl Charlie Butt, who came from
Shaftesbury and had joined up with Cliff, blew his bugle to
signal the advance. Somehow, despite some incredibly hard
fighting, they reached the village of Eterville, where they
consolidated. Major Gaye was standing by a farmhouse
in the village with Cliff beside him. Bullets started to ping
around them and the company commander calmly reassured
young Cliff “Don’t worry, its only some sniper getting rid
of his ammo.” At which point Douglas Gaye took a bullet to
his left shoulder, which resulted in him being extracted for
evacuation home.
The next day Cliff joined him, having been blown up and
hit by shrapnel, and found himself on the same evacuation
train as his company commander.
When recounting this story to the author a few years ago
Cliff chuckled saying: “Your father being an officer, he was
offloaded to a hospital in southern England while I was sent
northwards on the train to Inverness”!
Cliff was soon patched up and after a month’s stay enjoying
the delights and nightlife of Inverness, he was sent back to the
Battalion, which was by now in Holland. Here he took part in
Operation Market Garden, rescuing the Parachute Regiment,
which had got itself into a spot of bother around Arnhem.
For this operation 4th Dorset’s orders were to cross the river
by assault boats and defend a small perimeter on the other
side while the survivors of 1st Airborne were withdrawn. The
CO, Lt Col Gerald Tilly, recognised this was something of
a suicide mission and personally chose the men to go over
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with him on this task. Cliff, now in C Company under Major
Philip Roper, was one of those ‘volunteers’.
After a great deal of chaos in the darkness in finding the
boats, then having been swept downstream and having made
their way back using spades as paddles to the required landing
point, they regained dry land and fought their way ashore.
Many boats sank under gunfire, there were many casualties
but 240 men, including Cliff, had crossed the river.
Then, despite being under heavy artillery, mortar and
Spandau machine gun fire, they fought through until dawn.
At which point the wounded Colonel Tilly realised their
position was hopeless; they were completely outnumbered
and surrounded by the enemy, so he and the men under him
surrendered.
Thus began Cliff’s next adventure as a POW in various
camps ending up at Cemnitz, located between Dresden and
Leipzig. Here having taken part in a general strike by the
prisoners and having witnessed the incredible bombing of
Dresden by the USAF and RAF, they were eventually liberated
by the Russian Army.
Another story from those days related with much glee by
Cliff was the time when on a work detail he was at the top
of a very long ladder cleaning windows. The siren went to
announce a raid by the RAF on nearby Dresden and all his
fellow POWs and the guards hightailed it off to cover. Cliff
however decided that having climbed this ladder he was not
coming down until he had completed the job. On eventually
descending he found the guard’s mess tin full of a steaming
hot stew, which included more meat than he had seen in weeks.
He promptly sat down, picked up the abandoned knife, fork
and spoon and consumed the lot. He then pocketed the cutlery,
which he kept as a prized possession for the rest of his life.
On being liberated Cliff made his own way on foot to the
American lines and became their guest before repatriation,
much to the relief of his mother and fiancée, who for the
first few months of his captivity had not known whether he
was alive or dead.
That was a very brief portrayal of Private Clifford Lloyd’s
involvement in the Liberation of France and of course of
the rest of Europe after which he returned to his family in
Gillingham and quietly got on with the rest of his life. But
the memories never left him and he valued the comradeship
that had developed during those few years in the regiment.
Recently he had been presented with two awards; firstly the
French Legion d’Honneur, which quite rightly recognised the
incredible bravery and stoicism of those who took part in the
fighting in North West Europe and secondly the Regimental
Association’s President’s Award. In conclusion here is part
of the citation for that latter award:
He is a shining example of all that is good in a man of Dorset:
courteous, loyal, brave, committed, determined, all of which
is enhanced by a delightfully self-effacing sense of humour.
These words were quoted as part of the eulogy at Cliff’s
funeral in St Mary’s Gillingham and afterwards many of
his family and friends commented on the accuracy of that
description. He was a well-known and much-loved citizen
of Gillingham, which had been his home throughout his life.
This was reflected in the wonderful turn-out for his funeral
and, not least, by the unusual honour paid to him by the local
Waitrose store which had laid on a party for his 99th birthday
and had plans in hand for his Centenary.
John Gaye
Cliff Lloyd, of Gillingham (Dorset), died on 6 Feb 2018,
aged 99 years and 6 months.
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Major I H Fergusson-Edgar ERD

Irving, who was always known as Bill, came from a South
Devon family and was educated at Thurlestone College in
Dartmouth with a view to joining the Royal Navy. But learning
that 1st Devons were stationed in India, which he found an
attractive proposition, he decided to apply for a commission
in his local regiment.
In the event, although he was commissioned into The
Devons in 1938, he was posted to the 2nd Battalion on Malta
where, in 1942 after a period as a platoon commander, he
was appointed Adjutant and along with fellow Devons (and
Dorsets) endured the long siege of the island.
After the lifting of the siege in 1943, he took part in the
assault landings in Sicily and Italy. He was taken ill and
invalided to the UK where, with a low medical category
which only allowed for service in the UK, he became
Adjutant 6th Devons, attended Staff College and took up a
staff appointment in HQ Western Command.
By 1947 he was fully fit again and was made DAA &
QMG with the British Military Mission in Greece during the
Greek Civil War. He then moved to 1st Berkshire Regiment
in Eritrea for operations against the Shifta. On return to the
UK he took up the appointment of Adjutant 1st Devons and
served with the Battalion in Celle and Libya.
In 1953 Bill was appointed Brigade Major of 130 Infantry
Brigade at Higher Barracks, Exeter. Then from 1955-59 he
was back at Regimental Duty with the Battalion in BAOR
and Cyprus.
From 1960-63 he was posted to Ottawa, working in the
Canadian Army HQ, before moving to BAOR where he
was DAA & QMG in HQ 1st Division. A period working in
London in the NATO Standardization Agency was followed
by his last few years of regular service with 1 D and D in
Malta and Gillingham.
He retired from Regular Service in 1974 and moved to East
Anglia to take up the position of RO2 Secretary of the Joint
Planning Committee based at RAF Cranwell. He finally
retired in 1984, aged 65.
Bill married Vi (who was then serving in the wartime ATS)
in January 1945. She died in 2012. They had two children,
Diana (who married a R Signals officer) and Anthony.
Major Bill Fergusson-Edgar died in Grantham, Lincolnshire,
in July 2017 aged 97.

WO1 K J Fitzgerald

Kevin Fitzgerald enlisted in August
1972 and completed junior soldiers
training at the Wessex Depot, Exeter,
showing early promise by achieving
promotion to Junior LCpl. While at
the Depot, he proved himself a useful
boxer and a talented gymnast, gaining
his Depot Colours. After completing
basic training he joined 1 D and D in
Gillingham in August 1974 and was
posted to 1 Platoon, A Company.
Steady promotion followed – LCpl
in 1976 and Cpl in 1978. In 1980 he was posted away from
the Battalion for the first time – to become an instructor in
Junior Soldiers Company at the Depot, which by then had
moved to Crickhowell.
Promotion to Sergeant followed in 1980 and Kevin returned
to 1 D and D as Platoon Sergeant of 9 Platoon, D Company,
taking part in the wide variety of roles experienced by the
Battalion at the time - Public Duties, Exercise Bold Guard
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Paderborn and the subsequent tour of Bosnia in 1995.
He retired in December 1996 after 24 years service.
Having settled in Exeter, he started a security business
specialising in covert surveillance, investigations and training
surveillance operatives. He quickly became a leading light in
the Regimental Association, being a Committee Member as
well as leading the very successful Exeter Branch.
Throughout his career he had shown himself to be a truly
influential and inspirational leader and although well at home
in management roles, he was most highly respected as a
first-class field soldier.
Kevin Fitzgerald died on 25th May aged 61.

Funeral Eulogy written and read by
Brigadier Richard Toomey CBE

in Germany, exercise in Kenya and the move to Ballykinler
in 1983.
By 1985 he had gained promotion to Colour Sergeant and
a prestigious posting to Sandhurst as an instructor. Two
years later he returned to the Battalion which was, by then,
in Berlin to become 2IC Recce Platoon. After the unit move
to Bulford he deployed to South Georgia from June-October
1989 before the Platoon converted to its COP role for the
operational tour in South Armagh.
Promoted to WO2 in 1989, he was appointed CSM B
Company, taking part in Exercise Trumpet Dance in the USA,
the unit move to Werl and the subsequent conversion to the
Armoured Infantry role. He helped run the JNCO Cadre in
1991 before being promoted to WO1 and being posted to
Wyvern Barracks as RSM, Exeter UOTC.
Posted back to the Battalion as RSM, he took part in the
operational tour to Belfast in 1993 as well as the move to
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Well, we have lost one of the very best. I’m here to talk about
our friend and brother-in-arms; Kevin Fitzgerald the soldier.
We all wanted and expected to see him again and again over
the years ahead. Death has robbed us of a critical piece of
the jigsaw of our lives.
But I want to look back to the good times - you know, no
sleep, tinned food, bad weather, aching body, someone out
there who wants to kill you. Those were the days - eh! Kev
made those times bearable and the really good times better.
He didn’t have much time for bad weather or exhaustion,
and his own normal human responses to these things were
usually dismissed as “feeling sorry for myself” as in “it was
so cold one night in South Georgia, minus 25° C, that it
was almost impossible to speak. I was in danger of feeling
sorry for myself. I had to do my top button up.” As well as
discomfort, Kev didn’t have time either for fear, bullies, idiots
and laziness. But he really had time for people.
Kev enriched our lives. As well as, or perhaps despite, his
love of things like northern soul, wild mushrooms, elephant
seals and Wolves (the football club), he gave us his example
as a soldier; his direction, instruction and advice as a leader;
and his unique sense of humour.
Sometimes it was as if the pamphlets and aide memoires
had been distilled into human form. Fieldcraft? Look at
Fitz. A battle lesson? Here is the perfect example, by Kev.
Marksmanship principles? Ask Fitz. Was it done properly? Of
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course - Fitz did it. But although he was a superb exemplar
and instructor, he certainly wasn’t a cassette-head. He knew
it because he did it. So we did it too, or tried to.
He was one of a tiny elite in our Regiment who really could
do everything that infantry soldiers are required to do, to the
highest standard. Many people have said to me that he was
the best soldier in the field and in barracks that they ever
worked with. I’m with them.
You can’t be the exemplary soldier long without catching
the selector’s eye and getting promoted. He was a young
lance corporal. But he was no goody-two shoes. He had a
few minor brushes with authority, so he became a private
again, although he was still looked up to in his platoon. This
experience probably helped him become a better leader of
young men in later life.
Promoted again, he didn’t hang around long. He became
the non-commissioned officer and sergeant major we all
remember. Of course, we remember the first time we met
him. In my case, it was when he became my platoon sergeant.
Little did I know that that slim, quiet man, just 25, would be
one of the most important influences in my life, teaching me,
mainly by his personal example, many skills and attitudes
that would serve me well throughout my career. And I suspect
that he had quite an impact on your lives too. He made our
lives better. You wanted to be in his team, or to have him in
yours. He was a great leader. From the front when he was
in charge of things, from the side as adviser and coach, and
from behind - as that’s where sergeants and sergeant majors
so often have to be. And it didn’t end with his service, he
made a huge contribution to the Regimental Association.
He did the most prestigious jobs. An instructor at Sandhurst
- after a gruelling selection test. Second-in-command of
Recce Platoon as the South Georgia garrison, and of the
Close Observation Platoon in Northern Ireland. Although Fitz
was the exemplary soldier and warrant officer, he was also
his own man, with his own style that we loved so much and
which set him apart. His ability to get the best out of people,
to master new roles, to show others how to nail down difficult
administration - were outstanding and we all benefited. So it
was amazing that he was never commissioned, because he
would have made a fine officer and we, our Regiment and
the Army would have gained so much if he had been. Of
course, I never heard him complain about this, and I suspect
you didn’t either. He would have just been feeling sorry for
himself - and of course, Kev didn’t do that.
For many of us, the greatest source of fond memories about
Fitz are about his sense of humour. This made him, genuinely,
a legend in the Regiment. We remember the momentous
individual and collective bollockings he gave. But often, if
you had committed ordinary decent crime, somewhere in
the expression on his face - 1% perhaps - was a glimmer
of humour. The difficulty was, that when he was pulling
your leg, somewhere in the expression on his face - 1%
perhaps - was a glimmer of humour. Then, at the end, as he
enjoyed watching you, the dead straight poker face would
gradually become a great smile. Of course, “at the end” could
mean after a few hours or even days. With his absolutely
conventional appearance, he hardly looked like a comedian.
Beret badge exactly over his left eye, always correctly
dressed and equipped, always shaven, immaculately turned
out. His humour was quirky to the point of being surreal; he
loved practical jokes, and he loved to create a benign state of
confusion in his listeners (was that a joke or not?).
So we will miss you, Kev. You gave us so much and we
loved you for it. You were our ever-loyal friend and everloyal Regimental comrade. ‘Semper Fidelis’ pretty much
sums you up.
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I’d like to end on a poem by Robert Burns.

Epitaph On A Friend

An honest man here lies at rest,
The friend of man, the friend of truth,
The friend of age, and guide of youth:
Few hearts like his, with virtue warm’d,
Few heads with knowledge so inform’d;
If there’s another world, he lives in bliss;
If there is none, he made the best of this.

Lieutenant Colonel D P Lovejoy MBE

Douglas Percy Lovejoy was
born on 3rd November 1928
in East Ham, London. He went
on to be educated at Plympton
Grammar, interspersed with
periods at Plymouth College
and Kelly College in between air
raids. After school he completed
his further education, unusually
for a future Army officer, at The
London School of Economics.
Douglas joined 1 Devons
as a National Service Private
in January 1947 before being
selected for officer training at
RMA Sandhurst in January
1948. On the conclusion of
training he was awarded a Regular Commission in The
Devonshire Regiment.
He spent the next four years as a platoon commander in
1st Battalion, then Regimental Signals Officer in Malaya,
Colchester and Libya before being posted to the Depot in
Exeter as an instructor. He went on to serve as Training Officer
in 1 Devons in Celle before being appointed Chief Instructor
on the NCOs Skill at Arms Wing at Hythe.
In 1959 he became the third Adjutant of 1 D and D, in Cyprus
(being mentioned-in-dispatches), before being selected to
attend the Royal Military College of Science (RMCS) which
led to his next appointment as GSO2 (Technical) in Aden for
which he was awarded the MBE. From 1965-68 he was a
company commander in 1 D and D in Munster, BAOR before
being posted to another technical appointment, this time at
RARDE at Fort Halstead, Sevenoaks for a year followed
by a further year on exchange at the Canadian equivalent
in Quebec.
From 1969-72 Douglas commanded 1 D and D in Malta
and on the first operational tour of N Ireland before moving
the Battalion to Gillingham.
For the next three years he was appointed to the Directing
Staff at the RMCS, Shrivenham. Then, despite being selected
for promotion to Colonel, he took early retirement in 1975.
As a civilian he worked in sales and manufacturing in
the Middle East and South America. Then, resident in N
America, he became a company director before running a
metal fabricating company in County Durham. In the 1990s
he launched a computer and secretarial training company in
Guildford with Jo, his second wife, as co-director.
He was a good hockey player and rifle shot in his youth, but
his abiding love was sailing and he competed for the Army
Dinghy Team in the early 60s, winning the Army Sailing
Association championships in 1963.
Lieutenant Colonel Douglas Lovejoy died on 14th
November 2018, aged 90
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Major E B Smith MBE ARCM LGSM

Edward Brian Smith (known
as Brian) was born in 1929
and enlisted into the Band of
the Black Watch in 1946 as
a band boy. He played the
clarinet and saxophone and was
a master of the piano with the
rare ability to play most popular
tunes from memory. His first
overseas posting was to Berlin
where he studied conducting
and composition at the Berlin
Conservatoire. Military duties
included guarding Rudolph Hess
in Spandau Prison where he
recalled taking Hess his breakfast.
Hess would politely thank him and shake his hand. He saw
active service in Kenya and in Cyprus.
In 1962 he was posted to the Royal Military School of
Music, Kneller Hall, as a student bandmaster, passing out
in 1964 having won a number of awards. His first posting
was as Bandmaster of the D and D Regimental Band then
stationed in Northern Ireland.
The following year the Regiment was posted to Munster
where in 1966 the highlight of his posting was to conduct the
massed bands at the Menin Gate in Ypres, Belgium, for the
visit of HM The Queen. The Band played at many events
in and around Munster and also accompanied the Battalion
to Larzac in Southern France which involved a seemingly
endless 3-day journey by military train. On arrival the Band
discovered the accommodation was an ex-Algerian prisoner
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of war camp situated miles from the nearest habitation. On
a brighter note Brian joined in playing piano in the dance
band and entertained at many a Sergeants’ and Officers’
Mess function.
In 1969 he transferred to the Royal Artillery and became
Bandmaster of the Woolwich Band. Then in 1974 he was
commissioned and became Assistant Director of the Bands of
the Royal Artillery in the rank of captain and soon afterwards
Director of Music of the Bands of the Scottish Division.
Upon this appointment he was required to rebadge to the
Black Watch. In 1977 he was promoted to the rank of major
and appointed Director of Music of the Band of the Royal
Military Academy, Sandhurst where he spent 7 years. In 1982
he was awarded the MBE for services to military music. He
retired in October 1984.
In his retirement he settled in Eastbourne and continue
his musical life as an assistant with Lewes Operatic Society
and the Eastbourne Orchestral Society, becoming Director
of Music of the RBL Band in Bexhill, East Sussex. When
the D and D Band members formed their Association, he
joined and attended many of the reunions until ill health
prevented him making the long journey. If he was asked
what his favourite piece of music was, he would most
likely say ‘Plymouth Hoe’ - a nautical overture by Richard
Ansell - as it featured in many programmes at concerts he
conducted. It was played by the RBL Band at the memorial
concert held in September in Brian’s memory. He spent his
final years in Maise House, a RBL nursing home in Sussex.
He is survived by his partner Gill, daughter Jennie and son,
Brigadier Jonathan Calder-Smith.
Major Brian Smith MBE ARCM LGSM died on 2nd
February 2018 aged 88 years

Support your Newsletter
The Regimental Association Committee hope you have enjoyed this
edition of The Newsletter.
Each copy costs well over £3 to print and distribute. This expense is
a major drain on Association funds.
Any donations to offset this cost would be greatly appreciated. They
would be welcome at any time and there is section you can complete
in the enclosed Reunion instruction.
There are also instructions on how to donate electronically earlier
in this issue.
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